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LAWS OF THE [PARTIL

N

GENERAL LAWS.

1659.

Acrs and orders of Court made and concluded the seaventh of
June 1659.

Forasmuch as many psons are greatly corrupted with the Quakers
doctrines by reading theire bookes writings or epistles which are
sent and distributed into sundry places within this Jurisdiction ; It is
therfore enacted by the Court and the authoritie therof that encase
the Cunstable or Grandjurymen or Marshall shall finde or heare of
any Quakers bookes epistles or writings hee shall seize on them and
prsent thein to a majestrate or the next Court.

‘Wheras the grand enquest is a place of great trust and concern-
ment in the Comon wealth ; in discharge wherof is required expence
of time and charge ; It is therfore enacted by the Court that the
severall townes of this Jurisdiction shall pay theire grandjurymen
towards theire expence of time and charge att three Courts two
shillings and sixpence a day and nothinge att election Courts and
that onely fitt and able psons bee chosen for that service.

It is enacted by the Court that the Majestrates shalbee hence-
forth freed from all publicke rates as respecting the Majestrates table
Clark and Marshalls wages.

It is enacted by the Court that such horses and mares as shall ap-
pear to bee the Countreyes by order of Court the one halfe of them
shalbee the townes where they are taken up the due charge being
taken out of the said halfe and the other halfe to bee the Govmors
then in being.

It is enacted by the Court that a proposition bee made to the
Quakers that such of thein as will promise and engage to remove
thetr dwellings out of this Govrment within six monthes after this
present Court and pforme it; that noe fine bee exacted of them as
soe engage ; and such as whose estates are soe impoverished as they
are disabled to remove they shall have som supply made them out of
the T'reasiry to healp them.



PART II.] COLONY OF NEW PLYMOUTII.

the said right title or cause of action first descended acrewed come
or fallen within the age of twenty onc yeares feme Covert non com-
pos mentis imprisoned or beyond the scas, then such pson or psons
his or theire heires shall or inay notwithstanding the said fifteen yeares
expired, bring his action or make his entery att any time within five
yearcs next after his or theire full age discoverture coming of sound
mind inlargment out of prison or coming iato this Countrey ; take
benifite of and sue forth the same and att noe time after the said five
yeares.

It is further enacted by the Court that such pson or psons as have
had right or tide unto or cause of action for any lands teniments or
Leredittiments hitherto detained from him or them for the space or
tearme of twenty yeares fully past and compleat and neglected hith-
to to make his or theire entery or to comence suite for the same or
haveing had such right title or cause of action for the space of full
tearme of eighteen yeares now past and shall neglect to make such
entery into or suite for within the space or full tearme of two yeares
next after the end of this prsent session of Court shall in either of
these cases be forever barred excluded and utterly disabled from
such entery or suite to be made excepting as in the abovesaid pro-
viso according as by the statute of kngland made Anno 21 Jacobi
Regis Capt 16 Instituted an acte for limitation of actions and avoid-
ing suites in law as in such case provided It haveing bine the usuall
manor and costome of this Court to have recourse as much as might
be to the Lawes of England in such case wherin there is noe other
law provided by this Court more suitable to our Condition.

1670.

This being aded to a former order of Cowrt bearing date June
1657 is determined to be the way for raising minnesters maintainance
and all other orders respecting the same are heerby repealed ;

For asmuch as it appeereth to be greatly inconvenient that the
minnesters should be troubled to gather in the rates for theire main-
tainance ; and may be an occation to prejudice some psons against
them or theire minnestry It is enacted by this Court that att June
Courts yearly two meet psons in each Towne be appointed by the
said Court unlesse the townes have alreddy provided ; whoe shall
take care for the gathering in of theire minnesters maintainance for
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that yeare by ineiting of the people to theire duty in that respect,

demaunding it when due and if need be by procuring distraint upon

the estate of any that shall neglect or refuse to pay theire rates or

proportions towards his support according to order of Court in that"
case provided ; and incase any minnester shall scruple to receive

what is soe raised ; it shall nevertheless be gathered as abovesaid,

and be disposed as the Court shall order or advise for the good of
the place.

Wheras it hath bine and is the pious eare and true intent of this
Court that all such plantations and townshipes as are by them graunt-
ed should maintaine the publicke sabbath worship of God and the
preaching of the word and doe to that end affoard them such propor-
tions of lands as may accomodate such a society as may be able to
maintaine the same ; and yett through the corruption or sinfull neg-
lect of many or most of the Inhabitants of some plantations they
content themselves to live without the minnestry of the word to the
great dishonor of God and danger of theire soules ; there being great
reason to feare that many may be acted therin by worldly & cov-
etous principles ; It is by this Court enacted that in sueh Town-
shipes where noe minnester is resident ; especially if it appeers that
the generallyty of the Inhabitants are remise in the obtaining of one
the Generall Court may and shall henceforth yearly impose a certaine
sume to be raised by rate upon the Inhabitants of sueh plantations or
townshipps which shalbe kept as a stoeke for building of a meeting
house or for incurragement of a minnester to labour amongst them
or other such pious uses as the Court may improve it in for theire
good.

And in reference to the towne of Dartmouth that the sume of fif-
teen pounds be levied by rate with the Countrey rates upon all the
Inhabitants to be in a reddiness for and towards the uses above ex-
pressed.

It is enacted by the Court That whosoever being ehosen by any
T'owne of this Jurisdiction to serve as a Celeetman in the said Towne
and shall refuse to serve in that place shall pay the sum of twenty
shillings the one halfe to the Towne and the other halfe to the use of
the Collonie ; and that the Govr shall clhioose another to serve in his
stead.

It is enacted by the Court That there shalbe noe attachment
graunted by the Celectmen against any freeman or settled Inhabitant
and that there shalbe three Courts of the Celeetmen in the yeare ;
viz. in the month of February in the month of May and in the month
of October ; and noe other except the Celectmen shall see eause.
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Tt is enacted by the Court that incase of appeale the appealant shall
sumons the defendant to answare at that Court to which he appeales
and shall produce all the testimonies that were made usc of att the first
tryall of the case under the hand of the Celectmen or any one of
them from whence the appeale comes and noe new testimony to be
admitted ; and the case to be tryed by Jury and if the appealant be
againe cast ; to pay double damages and all eostes and that any one
of the Majestrates of this Jurisdiction shall graunt a precept for such
an appeal as occation may require.

Wheras a former order respecting the issucing of differences be-
tween English and Indians secmes dubious this Court doth determine
That all Injuries complained of arisinge between English and Indians
shalbe brought to issue by the Celeetmen in each Townshipe before
whom any complaint shall legally appeer ; exeept onely in capitall
matters and titles of lands.

For the prevention of the prophanation of the Lords day Itis
enacted by the Court and the authoritie therof, "I'hat the Celectmen
of the severall Townes of this Jurisdietion, or any one of them may
or shall as there may be occasion take with him the Cunstable or his
deputie and repaire to any house or place where they may suspect
that any slothfully doe lurke att hom or gett together in companie to
neglect the publicke worship of God or prophane the Lords day and
finding any such disorder shall returne the names of the psons to the
next Court and give notiee alsoe of any priiculare misearryage that
they have taken notiee of that it may be enquired into.

Wheras the Providence of God hath made Cape Cod comodious
for us for fishing with saines; and some careles psons have anoyed
the same by casting theire ballast neare the shore where such conve-
niency is ; or by leaveing the garbidge of fish or dead fish to lye there
roting wherby such anoyace is I'his Court doth therefore order that
whosoever shall treaspas in any of the said kinds of annoyance shall pay
the sume of forty shillings to the Collonies use for every such default
unto the pson that the Country doth appoint to looke after the same
alsoe this Court doth further order that whosoever of our Inhabitants
that draw mackerell on shore there ; shall pay to the Collonies use six-
penee p. barrell for every barrell soe taken or the quantity that may
amount to a barrell; and for every barrell or the quantitie therof soe
taken by any forraigners in the aforsaid place shalbe payed one shil-
ling and sixpence to the Collonies use by the pson or psons that soe
fish there and at the begining of any voyage attempted there ; the pson

or persons soe doing shall att the enterance an the voyage put in suf-
21
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ficient Cecuritic unto the pson appointed by the Court under this
trust for the payment of the aforsaid sume or sumes.

Thomas Paine is appointed by this Court and impowered as a
bayley by land and water to demaund and receive for the Collonies
use the abovemensioned sumes as they may att any time become due
or payable; and to take such Cecuritie for theire prformance as
abovesaid ; and is heerby impowered to comaund such aide as hee
att any time shall judge requisite respecting the prmises.

Wheras wee have formerly seen great inconvenience of taking
mackerell att unseasonable times wherby there encrease is greatly
deminished and that it hath bine proposed to the Court of the Massa-
chusetts that some course might be taken for preventing the same
and that they have lately drawne up an order that henceforth noe
mackerell shalbee caught except for spending while fresh before the
first of July annually on penaltie of the losse of the same the one
halfe to the Informer and the other halfe to the use of the Collonie;
and this order to take place from the 20" of this instant June.

It is enacted by the Court that whosoever haveing comitted un-
cleanes in anothier Collonie and shall come hither and have not satis-
fyed the law where the fact was comitted they shalbe sent backe or
heer punished according to the nature of the crime as if the acte had
bine heer done.

It is enacted by the Court That whereas divers psons seeke to
evade the pavment of ten shillings for every horse that is sold to the
Indians that none shall give lend or |l ier any horse to any Indian or
Indians on the penaltie of paying a fine of ten shillings to the Collo-
nies use.

It is cnacted by the Court That one witnes shalbe sufficient for
the Grandenquest to ground a prsentment on but the ptie not to be
condemned without a second witnes or concurring cercomstances
And that incase any shall publish any matter of a scandalous nature
except unto a majestrate or grandjury man; It shalbe accoumpted a
defamation actionable.

And That in matters prsentable except Capitall nce evidence shal-
be received either by a Majestrate or grand juryman from any pson
or psons whoe hath or shall neglect to give in such evidence within
one full yeare and a day after his or her knowledge therof.

Wheras divers psons have complained of great wrong for the want

of of a packer in theire I'owneshipe this Court hath ordered and enact-

ed 'T'hat whatsoever T'owne in this Government shall see cause to
desire a packer to repacke meat they may prsent a fitt pson to the
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Court or to some one of the Majestrates of this Jurisdiction to be
sworne.

It is enacted by the Court and the authoritie therof That it shalbe
lawfull on speciall occasion which shalbe judged on by the Govr and
two of the Assistants for any cither of our own Collonie or others to
purchase a Court in the Interems of time betwixt the other Courts
and that there shalbe att every such Court the Govr and three of the
Assistants att the least ; and that any that shall purchase such a Court
shall pay the Jurymen cach three shillings a day for soc long a time as
they shall attend that servise and beare all other nessesary charges
of that Court.

It was att this Court voated and generally agreed on by the Court ;
that our Confederation with two Collonies viz Massachusetts and
Conecticott shall stand and remaine as it did formerly with three.

It is enacted by the Court and the authoritie therof that a Comit-
tee be chosen to pruse all our lawes, and to gather up from them or
any other healpers they can gett and compose therfrom a body of
Lawes ; and prsent the same to the next Election Court for a further
settlement therof and the charge therof to be bourne and defrayed
by the Treasurer. The Comittee appointed by the Court were the
Govr. the Major and Mr. Hinckley—and Mr. Walley healp to be
requested—and if any of the deputies or others shall propose any
thinge to this Comittee for their consideration when they meet to-
gether it shalbe well accepted.

Wheras severall psons have bine greatly indangered by seting of
Guns Tt is enacted by the Court and the authoritie thereof that none
shall set any guns except in enclosures and that the gun be sufficiently
enclosed soe as it be Cecure from hurting man or beast, and that hee
that seteth the gun doe give warning or notice therof to all the naigh-
bours on the penaltie of paying a fine of five pounds to the use of the
Collonie for every default.

It is enacted by the Court that if there be any psons that will buy
all the tarr that shalbe made within this Collonie and will pay eight
shillings a barrell for itt in money ; and for every halfe hogshed
twelve shillings in money ; they shall have it soe for the tearme of
two yeares from the date heerof ; and to receive it att a place ap-
pointed in every Township, and it is further enacted by the Court
that if any others except those that soe engage to buy all the tarr
shall carry or cause any to be carryed out of the Collonie within the
aforsaid tearme of two yecares they shall forfeite either the Tarr or
the vallue therof ; the one halfe to the Collonie and the other halfe
to those that are engaged to buy all the said Tarr.
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Forasmuch as severall Townes in this Collonie are alreddy much
straightened for building timber and through Gods Providence some
other T'ownes are well accomodated to afford them a supply that
townes soe straightened be not nessessitated to fech theire supplies
from another Jurisdiction ; whilest wee have of our owne.

1671.

This Court have ordered that if God should take away the Gov”
by death or otherwise deprive us of his healp by absence or other
bodily weakness disable him to discharge his place that in such
case the next eldest inajestrate to serve in the office of a Deputy
Govr for this prsent year as the Gov' might and ought for to doe.

For the prevention of great abuse by the excessive drinking of
Liquors in ordinaries : This Court doth order that every ordinary
keeper in this Goviment shall be heerby impowered and required :
That in case any pson or psons doc not attend order, but carry
themselves uncivilly by being importunately desirous of drink when
denyed, and doe not leave the house when required such ordinary
keeper shall returne theire names to the next Court ; that soe they
may be prosecuted according to the nature of the offence ; and in
case any ordinary keeper shall neglect soe to doe he shalbee fined
five shillings for every default; it is further ordered by this Court
yt some two or three men be appointed in every towne of this Ju-
risdiction to have the inspection of the Ordinaries or in any other
places suspected to take notice of such abuses as may arise in refer-
ence to the p'mises or otherwise and make report therof to the
Court.

It is enacted by the Court That noe Rum shalbe sold in this
Gov'ment to exceed in prise above five shillings a Gallon, or if re-
tailed two pence a Gill.

TIHIHE OATII OF THE WATER BAYLEY.

You shall faitbfully serve in the office of Water Bayley in the
Jurisdiction of New Plymouth and shall carefully observe such or-
ders of Court as concerns youer said office with speciall reference
unto the improvement therof att Cape Cod and places adjacent.
You shall faithfully discharge the trust imposed upon you in demaund-
ing and receiveing whatsoever shalbe due unto the Collonie by such



