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BOOK OF THE GENERAL

EAM S

For the People within the FUORISDICTIO N of ‘
CEONE CELGHT:
(ollected out of the RECORDS of the

GENERAL COURT,

Lately Revifed, and with fome Emendations and ‘Additions Eftablithed and Pub
tl.ﬂ'.lvl:d b? 'I'hE Anthor 'y of the GEN ERA L COURT of Cenelii; If
holden at Martford in Ofobey, 1622,
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Led avpry Sou] be fubjel® umto the 1 gher Pawers: for thert is me Power but of God, thy |
fil'ﬂ'i:irﬂ be ave Ovdained of God.

F¥boforvgs therefors refifieth the power Hfﬂﬂi the ﬂrJMI' of God: gnd ‘b"’
that vafip, frad receing to themelves D amuative.
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Printed by Samnel Green. 1673
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Now in tLefe our LAWS, aitboug b we gnay feem te varyerdiffcr, 9et it is mig
gsir Purpofe to e ugn the Statute Laws of Evgland, fo far a5 we under and
them ; profcfing e floes alwigyes ready and willing tovescive Lokt for £ mes.
dation er A'ter alioh a3 we may bave eporsamivy = Our whole aym iy o0 being to
Ploafe ans Guorific Cod,to agiruveour felves Loyal Subjeéis 1o owr Saveralgn
m—J fo premuve fee Woifaresf this People inall Godlinefsand Honelty, i I‘g;u'
.rh,ng_L will be th more £ fablifliing te'bii Majetties Crownand [ hp_n{ryu-m hﬁ'
....-J:-:Jm:rh's Kelegrous Divedfions 1o us 5o our Charter - ,.».Jm'.f:_-m;r-;m Keligion
and undefiled boforc Gua, according to the Gofpel of our Lird fefus may be ;r.a_:-;f;;.
kadmgsd among ff w5, which waithe end of the firft Plawters, who festied th [e. Foun-
dationss; -cnd oughs (o be'the eiddlviur s of thofe that il fuceeed to T pkold gad
Eacouraycpnto all Gé eratiths, AR

We need wo other Lnducempnt to Iay before you; to'bafpeak your Obediencsts
what, folows, but thas of the'wifpoftle, VPec2 18, 17 Submit yeur felyes 1o
every Ordinance of may for the Lords fake, &¢. Love the Brother-hood, Feay
Gog, Heaous the King. 110 1 '

By Order of the General Cours,

Fobn adlling -~ Secrs.
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Orafmuch &s the free Fruition of fuch Liberties, ay Humsanity, Civi-
lity aud Chriftiamity call- for, as due to every man, in bis place and
proportion, without Impeachment and Infringement bath ever beent,
and everwill be the Tranguility and Stability of Churthes and Com-
. ‘fwurm 5 and the denyal or deprival thereof, the difturbance, if
. Ivis therefore Ordered by this Court and the Authority thereof; That ‘
%io mans life fhall be taken away, no mans honour or good Name, fhall be Ray- The ‘1::;':\'.:
ned, no mans perfon {hall be Arvefted, Reftrained, Banill ed, Difmetbred,nor bis pesfonard o
ﬁ-f wayes punifhed ; 0o man fhall be deprived of his Wifeor Children ; no D
‘mians Goods or Eftate fhall ke taken away from him, nor nn; ‘wayes indima- colew.
ged under colonr of Law, or connienance of Authority, unlefs it be by the ver-
tue or equity of fome exprefs Law of this Colony warranting the lum:'-itrﬁ:-
blifhed by the General Court, and fufficiently publifbed; or in cafe of ‘the de-
fedts of a Lawinany particular cafe by fome clear and plain Rule of the
word of God, in which the whole Court fhall con catre.
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224 B 1 L.ITT,

Asility to il IT is @rdered by the Authority of this Court; That all perfoas of the sge of
pofeoteftzics ) Tipeasy ome years, and of right underflanding and memory, Whether exco-
Condemmed per. municated or other, fhall have full power and I tomake theirWillsand
fonsitercobe Teflaments, and other lawful Alienations of their Lands and Eftates; alwayes
the Court,&c,  provided, that fuch perfons who are condcmned to Death, the dfrpbﬁ}' of
their ERates, after the ch arécs of their Profecution and Imprifenment is an-
fwered, fhall be left go the Court to be difpofed according to Rales of Righte-

oufnels anquuiz?'. B P Bk
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1 O Jprevent incoppbniencesyand that thofe [hallbe called to make anfiwer
Mﬂ:é [wits as (Il be Caa.;:mcd a ‘gainj;gérn ( inany the C&Qyﬁ_’af
Tudicature in this Colony ) may bawe due timeto prejave tkemfeives for their
Anfwers bt o
It isthercfore Ordered by this,Coursand the Authority thereof; That from
Pive diys wan. henceforth no'perfon‘hall be requireable to appearin any Court, tamake An-
iog o 13?:: (westo dny Actiogof Pebt, Trelpals, Defamation, Slaunder, Accampt, or of
the Cife; excepr the Summonshave been ferved upen him at leaft'five dayes
before the Court. ~
It isglfo Qrdered; Tyt if any perfon who-hath entred an Action to be
Plintiffi not3p- prued in any ﬁ‘f cur Courts, be called ‘thrée times ( afterthe firft half'dayes fit-
S viine whed cal- ting of the Court:) and notappear by himfi ¢lf or his Attorney to profecute his
led 3 tizes 0 5 Gion, he may be Noa-fuited, and pay 8ll coftsand charges, asiif his Adticn
had been profecated im the faid Court. _
Liberty of pio=  And itis Ordefed; That there thallbe freeliberty of Procefs granted in all
Colris 29i0w Civil Aétions according to Law, atany Adjourned County Court, as well asat
the fet County Courts. y _
Plaineifs fiterty . It is furtber Ordered by this Court; that in all Ations browght to any
10 withdnw o Coutt, the Plaintiffe fhall have liberty to withdraw his Action, or to Nonsfuit
xc ~ himfelf before th:gur? have givenin their Verdi€t, inwhichcafe he fhall all-
‘wayes pay full coftsand charges to the Defendant, and may afterwatd reniew
“his fuit at another Cotre, the former Non-fuit being firlt Recorded. :
* “tisalfo Ordcred;’ 'ﬁ'mt forall fuch A€tions as thall betryed by a JI"%::

Adoms  charge . P B e
wha % _any of-cur Couts, there fhall be paid by the Plaintiffe Twelve fhillings fix

2 "r_g ;;ﬁm%éﬁrury and fix [hillingsto the ]urg. And forall fuch ﬁ%tion.su

: : ﬁ:;ﬁ ba tried by the Bench, there thall be paid by the Plaintiffe two fikings to

710 ihe Treabiary, befidés the Secretary or Clarks fecs. ) 00 [
wrpeh vanleey- Juis fusthes Ordéred; Thar if any perfon Commence an actioninany of cor
e e COURS, cither for the Benchor Jury, and do not pay down the chargesthereof
may refule © _ apeordihg to Order, both to the Treafury; Secretary, Recorder and Jury in
ar the cale gnm :Hrrﬂl'lt counu%na : 1o thﬁ Ct}l‘!l‘_l‘s fltlﬁaﬁlﬂﬁ, !li'II![ bCHI th: pﬁ‘
et c'.fﬂk.;{;uuu to refufe to hear fuch Actions.
A DD L TERT

pdekeyhow 1T is Ordered Bmhi; Court and the Authority thereof ; That whofoever

punithe:d fhalleommit Adultery with a Marricd Woman,or one betrothed to another
man,

Conctlicit: COLON Y. *

fhan, both of them fhall be feverely punifhed by whippiig on the aaked Body,
and Stigmatized or Burnt on the Forehead with the Letter A. ‘ona hot Iron;
and he or the fhall wear a Halter about his or her necki onthe outfide of their-
Garments, during his or her abode in this Colony, foas it maybe vifible ; and
a5 often 4s he or fhe fhall -be found without their Halters wome as aforefaid,
they fhall upon information and proof of the fame made before any Affiftant qr
Commillioner, beby them ordeted to be whipt. :

addventurers in BM overih Commeditias _ifpam" Lfmﬂmm’ .

T is Ordered by the Authority of this Coutts Thatifany petfon or perfons ., '
Lo g e e e e 2
ufe for the Country, for the bringing in a fupply of Goods from forreign parts, gt
that isnotas yet of ufe nimung&mmg, he rh:tEiF _ j’.:_ﬂ]_mvg dug eacou- §o b aoirioo
ragement granted to him, and the Adventarers therein.
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;T, uDrimabf the Autherity of this Court; That the ;g,i-, for palfing a- Fallageyend s§d
1 way of Lands or fuch kind of Hereditaments, or for giving of vﬁﬂm cdimesey
dicts or Senfence in any Civil Coures or Caufees, (hall norbe under fwemsy oné

ERE R

‘mr;qﬁig'j: ‘Bu in cafe of chaliog Guardians, fourfces yeats,

s 300 20 g B A R T S,

§ T O B O - whien thereis an Alarin .
e Plantation; the Souldiers hall repair to the feveral Squadrens or pla- In Alurms e
ces in which eheie chief Officers hath appointed them to mect in; and an .mﬁ'ﬁ?i;ﬁﬂi
Hlﬂ‘lnnthatl}ulln le¢t or tefufe to attend his duty berein, he fhall be puni- ters, pesalty's

ed, by a fine of five 1, of imprifoned, or other corporal punifhments; povite
alway provided, fuch delinquency be complained of, 20d profecuted within
fix moneths, and the Delinguent do not givea fatisfying reafon to the Court of
bis difability toartend this Order. | ' :
I " Falfe Alarms.’

T is Ordered by he Authority of this Court ; Thatif 4y perfon or perfons

I in this Colony, without joftand neceflary u:;uﬁm fo to do, thall caufe any Pile Alalt
ﬁhrmbul; any Gun or Guns; or otharwife, in any of our Plantations, at
any time

cen the fhurtingiio of the Evening or break of the Day ( fuch
ﬁifﬂre;ﬁinguq-_pgﬂml_' sl to the comfort and fafety of the Plantatioos)
ihe perfon of petfons that are difeovered, and convited 1o be guilty berein, prmatrys.2

‘Wiall pay fis¢ posinds a piece 10 the publick Treafury, or fuffer two moneths Im- provte
Prifonment, or other Corporal pun: foment ; ﬁ""“‘“" the Delinquency be com-

ried of, dnid profecuted within fix monetbs after the fame is committed.
larms, feeCanfables Chargetothe wasch, _
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[T s Ordereidby the Authotity of this Coure; That if any perfon fhall be
"agrieved With the fentence of any inferiour Court,Affiftant or Commiffioner
oy B : Z = h:
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