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An At for Punifbment of Pevfons [uborning Witnelfes, or com-
matting wilful and corrupt Perjury. |

@

AHEREAS feveral Perfons void of Grace, and the Dread of
WS [l the Almighty, have and do ftill continue, for fmall Profits
gl accruing to themfelves, to commit wilful and corrupt Per-
j ﬁ;@ jury, or caufe or procure the fame to be committed, either
= k@%| out of a Defign for the Reafons and Purpofes aforefaid, or

T D) meerly to revenge an imaginary Injury done them, to the
ATy great Prejudice of divers of Their Majefties Loyal Subjeéts
inhabiting within this Province : And forafmuch as the Laws
of this Province heretofore made for the Prevention of the like Mifchiefs and
Inconveniencies, have, upon a mature and deliberate Confideration of this pre-
fent General Affembly, been found altogether inconfiftent with the Conftitution
of this Province, or the Laws of England in fuch Cafes made and provided ;
Beit therefore Enacted by the King and Queen’s moft Excellent Majefties, by
and withthe Advice and Confent of this prefent General Afflembly, and the Au-
thority of the fame, Thatif any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, from and after the
Publication hereof, thall unlawfully or corruptly procure any Witnefs or Witneffes
by Letters, Rewards, Promifes, or by any- other - finifter unlawful Labour or
Means whatfoever, to commit any wilful and corrupt Perjury in any Matter
or Caufe whatfoever, now depending, or which hereafter thall depend in Suit
and Variance, by any Writ, A&ion, Bill, Complaint, or Information, in any wife
touching or concerning any Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, or any Godds,
_Chattels, Debt, or Damages in any of the Courts of Record within this Pro-
vince ; or that fhall unlawfully and corruptly procure or fuborn any Witnefs

or Witnefles from and after the Publication aforefaid, to be fworn it perpetuam
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Maryland fJ. At a Seflion of Aflembly, begiin and

held at the City of Annapolis in

Annarundel County, for the Pro-

vince of Maryland, on the Twenty

fixth Day of Aprid, and thence
continued to the Fourth Day of
Fune, in the Firft Year of the
Reignofour Sovereign Lord King
George, of Great Britain, France,
and Ireland, Defender of the
Faith,Gc. 1715. hisExcellency Fobn
Hurt Elg; being Governor, were
Ena&ted and Re-ena&ted thefe Laws

2

following, vz,

A moft joyful and juft Recognatzon of the z'mmecﬁate, lawful and 3 54

undoubted Succeffion and Right of the Crown.of GreatBritain,
and of the Kingdoms and Dommions theveunto belongmg.

To the King's moft Excellent Mzzjeﬂy.

E Your Majefty’s moft Humble and Loyal Subjeéts of this Your
&S Province of Maryland, Your Majefty’s Governor and Council,
EA P and the Delegates of the feveral Counties, and Citizens, in this
[y prefent General Affembly now convened, acknowledging with
f0e0H a moft thankful and joyful Senfe the ineftimable Bleflings Al-
mighty God has vouchfafed to Your Majefty’s Kingdom of G'reat
Britain, and the- Dominions thereto belonging, it fo happily
preferving Your moft Sicred Perfon, and peaceably Seating You on the
Throne of Your Royal Anceftors ; and not only{o, but in bleffing Your Majefty
- with a moft Royal Progeny of moft Excellent Gifts and Virtues, efpecially the
Thrice Noble and Illuftrious George Prince of Wales, Your Highnefs’s moft No-
ble Son, and His Children ( {o rare and invaluable a Blefling to us, and all Your
Majefty’s Subjects ) do from the Bottom of our Hearts yield the Divine Majefty
all humble Thanks and Praifes for the faid ineftimable Benefits'and Bleflings :
And we befeech Your moft Excellent Majefty, that it may be Publifhed and
Declared by Your Majefty’s Governor, Eouncil, and Affembly of this Provincc;{
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An AG againft Imbezelment of Wills or Records withm 1hit

- Provmce. ,

J'ORASMUCH as there is not any fufficient Remedy provided againfk
F fuch as thall imbezel, alter, or rafe any Records of Deeds, or Conveying
of Land, within this Province, or any Will, or Records of Wills, or other
Deeds or Inftruments, that fhall any ways touch or concern the Eftate of In-
heritance, or Freehold, of any Perfon whatfoever; and for that it is found
Neceflary to make fome Provifion againft fuch evil Pragices ; Be it therefore
Ena&ted by the King's moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and
Confent of His Majefty’s Governor, Council, and Affembly of this Province,
and the Authority of the fame, That in cafe any Perfon whatfoever, fhall at any

RNe 76,

time hereafter be legally convitted, by Confeffion, or otherwife, of wilfully
or corruptly imbezelling, impairing, rifing, or altering any Will or Record
within this Province, whereby the Eftate of Inheritance, or Freehold, of any
Perfon whatfoever fhall be defeated, injured, or any waysaltered, fuch Perfon
fo convi&, fhall forfeit all his Goods and Chattels, Lands and Tenements ; the
one Half to our Sovereign Lord the King, His Heirs and Succeflors, for the
. Support of Government, the other Half to the Party grieved ; and fhall alfo be
fet in the Pillory for the Space of Two Hours, and have both Ears nailed theres
to, and cut from off his Head.

Pafi'd June g;d, 1715, |
XXX EEL X ELEXEETEX N EE T
An A& velating to Sevvamts and Slaves.

HEREAS there have been feveral Aés provided againft Servants,
Runaways, which have hitherto proved ineffe¢tual, in Regard they do
not {ufficiently provide Encouragement for fuch Perfon or Perfons, Inhabitants of
this Province, as‘hould feize fuch Runaways, or Servants, by this A& deemed
Runaways; therefore, for the better Difcovery, Seizing, and Apprehending

{fuch Runaways, Be it Enacted by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and .

with the Advice and Confent of His Majefty’s Governor, Council, and Affem-
bly of this Province, and the Authority of the fame, That from and after the
Publication hereof, no Servant or Servants whatfoever, within this Province,
whether by Indenture, or according to the Cuftom of the Country, or hired for
Wages, thall travel by Land or Water Ten Miles from the-Houfe of his, her,
or their Mafter, Miftrefs, or Dame, without a2 Note under their Hands, or
under the Hand of his, her, or their Overfeer, if any be, under the Penalty of
being taken up for a Runaway, and fuffer fuch Penalties as are hereafter pro-
vided againft Runaways. . '
AND it is hereby further Enacted by the Authority, Advice, and Confent
aforefaid, That any Servant or Servants, unlawfully abfenting him, her, or
themfelves, from his, her, or their Mafter, Miftrefs, Dame, or Overfeer, fhall
make fuch Satisfa®ion’ by’ Servitude, or otherwife, at the Dilcretion of the
Juttices of the County-Court where fuch-rumaway Servant did dwell ; not ex-
ceeding Ten Days Service for One Izaylf\’Is Abfence ; with fuch reafonable Cofﬁs
n ~ or
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That no Negro, or other Slave, within this Province, fhall be permitted
to carry ahy Gun, er any othei offenfive Weéapen, from off thefr Mafter’sLand,
without Licence from their faid Mafter ; and if any Negro, or other Slave, fhall
prefume foto do, he fhall be liable to be carried before a Juftice of Peace, and
be whipped, and his Gun, or other offenfive Weapon, fhall be forfeit to him
thfa_t ihalf {eize the fame, and carry fuch Negro, fo offending, before fuch Juftice
of Peace. 1 .

Axp be it Enaéed by the Authority aforefaid, by and with the Ad:
vice and Confent aforefaid, That from and after the End of this Seffion of
Affembly, any Servant or Servants whatfoever, within this Province, that fhall
felonioufly take or purloyn his or their Mafter, Miftrefs, or Dame’s Goods of
Chattels, under the Value of One thoufand Pounds of Tobicce, fhall be ad:
judged a Felon, and being thereof lawfully convi& in any County-Court of
this Province, fhall be adjudged to pay Feur timeés the Value of fuch Goqds;
fo purloyned, to his, her, or their Mafter, Miftrefs, or Dame, which he, the;
or they thall make good by Servitude, after the Expiration of their firft Time
of Service ; and fhall alfo fuffer fuch Pains of Whipping, or Pillorying; as the
Juftices, before whom fuch Matter is brought, fhall adjudge. :

A x p be it further Enacted by the Authority, Advice, and Confent afore:
faid, That when any Perfon or Perfons, except Negroes and Mulattoes, fhal bé
found Travelling without Paffes, as aforefaid; and fhall be taken up as fus
fpeGted Runaways, and by any Juftice of Peace committed to the Cuftody of
any Sheriff or Goaler within this Province, -it {hall not be lawful for any fuch
Sheriff or Goaler to hold fuch Perfon in Cuftody lengér than Six Manths ;
and if fuch Perfon can, at any time within the {aid Six Months, pfccute 4 Cérti-
ficate, or other Juftification, that he or fhe is no Servant, he or fhé fhall and
may, by Order of any Two Juttices of the County where fuch Perfon i§ com-
imitted to Prifon, be difcharged from any further Imprifonment; he, fhe,. or
they, ferving fuch Sheriff or Goaler, or his Affigns, fo many Days as he, fhe,

or they, were in Cuftody of fuch Sheriff or Goaler, ‘or otherwife paying Ten

Pounds of Tobacco per Day t¢ fuch Sheriff or Goaler for their Imprifonment-
Fees, and no more; and paying to fuch Perfon or Perfons, who took up fuch
.. Perfon, Two hundred Pounds of Tobacco, orferving him, her, or them, Twenty
" Days in lieu thereof ; and if any fuch Shetiff or Goajer fhall detain fuch Perfon
or Perfons in Prifon, after fuch Order of Two Juftices, as aforéfaid, or thée

Expiration-of Six Months, and Payment of Ten Pounds of Tebacca per Day,

as aforefaid, fuch Sheriff or Goaler fhall be liable to an A&ion of Fallfe Impri.

sn

fonment ; any Law, Statute, er Ufage, to thé contrary notwithftanding.

Pafs’d June 3d, 1715.

Axp be it Enaded by the Authority, Advice, and Confent aforefaid-,Y
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