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ACTS and LAWS Paffed by the Great and 
General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty’s 
Province of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New* 
Etidand • Begun and Held at Boftort upon Wed* 
nefday the Twenty feventh Day of May, 1719.

An AB for the Pmifhmg and Preventing of Duelling* 13? i99t

HE RE AS, to the great Diftionour of Almighty God, in 
Defiance of the Laws of Nature and Nations, contrary to the 
Peace of our Sovereign Lord the King, and the precious 
Life of Mah, there have been in this Province of late Years 
feveral Duels, and dangerous Rencounters and Quarrels *
For the Preventing and Supprefling whereof, Be it Enaded 
by his Excellency the Governor, Council, and Reprefeiitatives, 

in General Court aflembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That whoever, Punimmerit 
from and after the Publication of this Ad, fhall, of their own Heads, and for 
private Malice, Difpleafure, in Fury or Revenge, fight a Duel, -Combat, or S*
engage in a Rencounter with Rapier, or Small-Sword, Back-Sword, Piftol, at 
any other dangerous Weapon, to the Danger of Life, Maihem, or Wounding 
of the Parties, or the Affray of His Majefty s good Subjects, (although Death 
doth not thereby enfue ) and be thereof convided, by due Courfe of Law, be-* 
fore the Court of Aflize, or Court of General Sefltons of the Peace, in the re- 
fpedive Counties of this Province, fhall be punifhed by Fine, not exceeding a 
Hundred Pounds, Imprifonment, not exceeding Six Months, or Corporally 
punifhed (not extending to Member or Pillory ) any or all of the faid Punifh- 
ments, at the Difcretion of the Court that have Cognizance of fuch Offence, 
as the Nature and Circumftances of the Fad and Perfons may require; and be TofiadSure-; 
alfo further obliged to find Sureties for the Peace and good Behaviour for fo * 
long a Time, as the faid Court fhall judge reafonable.

A n d be it further Etiaded by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon 
or Perfons, by Word, Writing, or Meffage, challenge another to fight a Duel, GhaUense*‘ 
and be thereof convided by due Courfe of Law, he or they fhall be punifhed 
in Manner and Form, as aforefaid.
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348 Anno Regni Quinto G E O R G11 Regis.

300* An AB in Addition to an AS, Intituled, An Ad in further 
Expired. Addition to the A6f for Encouraging die Killing of Wolves, 

made in the Fifth Tear of the Reign of King William and 
Queen Mary.
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12° 301. An AB in further Addition to an AB for EreBing a Powder1* 
Houje m Bofton. ^

wHE RE AS Gun-powdei* in great Quantities is imported and ex­
ported at the Port of Bofton, and the Ships or Veffels, in which fuch 
Powder commonly is, lie at the Wharffs near to the Ware-houfes 

and Dwelling-houfes of the Inhabitants of the Town of Bofton aforefaid, being 
often grounded, whereby, in cafe of Fire, the Lives and Eftates of His Majefty’s 
good Subjects are in great Danger, as well as able-bodied and well-difpofed Per- 
Ibns difcouraged and affrighted from giving thrir Affiftance, and ufing any En­
deavours for the Extinguishment thereof: Be it therefore Enacted by his Excel­
lency the Governor, Council, and Reprefentatives, in General Court aflembled, 

No Gun-pow- and by the Authority of the fame. That, from and after the Publication of this 
itveffdsivfnff Ad, no Gun-powder fhall be kept on Board any Ship, or other Veflel, lying to 
ataWharff. " or grounded at any Wharff within the Port of Bofton* And if any Gun-powder 

fhall be found on Board fuch Ship or Veffel lying aground, as aforefaid, fuch 
Powder fhall be liable to Confifcation, and under the fame Penalty, as if it were 
found lying in any Houfe or Ware-houfe* .

And be it fuither Ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid. That no Powder be 
carried through any Town upon Trucks, under the Penalty of Ten Shillings 
per Barrel for every Barrel of Powder fo conveyed, and fo proportionably for 
fmaller Cask*

# A n d be it further Ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid. That fuch Quantity 
BraftofC?jj!n of Gun-powder, as by Law is permitted and allowed to be kept in Shops for 
Tunnels. Retail, fhall hereafter be kept in Brafs or Tin Tunnels, and no otherwife, un­

der the Penalty of forfeiting all fuch Gun-powder $ one Moiety thereof to be to 
the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where fuch Powder fhall be found, and the 
other Moiety to them that {hall inform and fue for the fame: And that the 
Fire-wards of the Town of Bofton for the Time being, be and hereby are di­
rected ftri&ly to obferve and put this Law in Execution; any Law, Ufage or 
Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

Cun-powder 
not to be car­
ried on Trucks.
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