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Great and General Court or Aflembly

Of the PRoVINCE of the

MASSACHUSETTS-BAY

IN

NEW-ENGLAND,

From 1692, to 1710.
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The CHART E R, Granted by Their late
Majefties King William and Queen Mary, to the
Inhabitants of the faid Province, A.D. 1691,
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ACTS and L AW S Pafled by the Great and
General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty’s
Province of the Maflachufetts- Bay in New-
Efzﬁldﬂd; Begun and Held at Bofton upon Wed-
nefday the Twenty feventh Day of May, 1119.
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An AEZ for the Punifbing and Preventing of Duelling. 7 299

£ Zamy|LEREAS, to the great Difhonour of Almighty God, in
Sy Defiance of the Laws of Nature and Nations, contrary to the
' el Peace of our Sovereign Lord the King, and the precious
W8I T ife of Mah, there have been in this Province of late Years
¥ feveral Duels, and dangerous Rencounters and Quarrels:
2] For the Preventing and Supprefling wheteof, Be it Enaéted
by his Excellency the Governor, Council, and R eprefentatives,
in General Court aflembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That whoever, Bunimnien
from and after the Publication of this A&, fhall, of their own Heads, and for for Duck and
private Malice, Difpleafure, in Fury or Revenge, fight a Duel, -Combat, or
engage ih 2 Rencounter with Rapier, or Small-Sword, Back-Sword, Piftol, or
any other dangerous Weapon, to the Danger of Life, Maihem, or Woundin
of the Parties, or the Affray of His Majefty’s good Subjects, (although Deat
doth not thereby enfuie) and be thereof convicted, by due Courfe of Law, be-
fore the Court of Affize, or Court of General Seflions of the Peace, in the re-
fpective Counties of this Province, fhall be punifhed by Fine, not exceeding a
Hundred Pounds, Imprifonment, not exceeding Six Months, or Corporally
punithed (not extending to Member or Pillory ) any or all of the faid Punifh-
ments, at the Difcretion of the Court that have Cognizance of fuch Offence,
as the Nature and Circumftances of the Fa¢t and Perfons may require ; and be To find Sure:
alfo further obliged to find Sureties for the Peace and good Behaviour for fo
long 2 Time, as the faid Court {hall judge reafonable.
Axp be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon
or Perfons, by Word, Wkiting, or Meflage, challenge another to fight a Duel, Challengex
and be thereof convited by due Courfe of Law, he or they fhall be punifhed
in Manner and Form, as aforefaid. i
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I 300, An A8 m Addition to an AC, Imtituled, An A& in furth;:r |
et - Addition to the A& for Encouraging the Killing of Wolves,
made in the Fifth Year of the Reign of King William and

Queen Mary.
ot ot s s e el o oot ikl
R A G T Vo T B T T P I e et i

B so1. A A6k in further Addition to an AG for Evelting a Powder-
Houfe 1 Bofton. ' 0.7

ported at the Port of Bofton, and the Ships or Veflels, in which Tuch
Powder commonly is, lie at the Wharffs near to the Ware-houfes
and Dwelling-houfes of the Inhabitants of the Town of Boffon aforefaid, being
often grounded, whereby, in cafe of Fire, the Lives and Eftates of His Majefty’s
ood Subjeéts are in great Danger, as well as able-bodied and well-difpofed Per-
fons difcouraged and affrighted from giving th.ir Affilftance, and ufing any En-
deavours for the Extinguifhment thereof: Be it'therefore Enacted by his Excel-
- lency the Governor, Council, and Reprefentatives, in General Court affembled,
NoGun-pow- and by the Authority of the fame, That, from and after the Publication of this
Vet A&, no Gun-powder fhall be kept on Board any Ship, or other Veflel, lying to
aaWharff. - or grounded at any Wharff within the Port of Bofflor. And if any Guo-powder
{hall be found on Board fuch Ship or Veflel lying aground, as aforefaid, fuch
Powder fhall be liable to Confifcation, and under the fame Penalty, as if it were

found lying in any Houfe or Ware-houfe. .
Gun-powder Anp be it fnther Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That no Powder be
nocwobecar. carried through any Town upon Trucks, under the Penalty of Ten Shillings
- per Barrel for every Barrel of Powder fo conveyed, and fo proportionably for

{maller Cask.

o be ken A~ p be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That fuch Quantity
Buisor in' Of Gun-powder, as by Law is permitted and allowed to be kept in Shops for
Tunuels. Retail, fhall hereafter be kept in Brafs or 'Tin Tunnels, and no otherwife, un-
der the Penalty of forfeiting all fuch Gun-powder; one Moiety thereof to be to
the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where fuch Powder fhall be found, and the
other Moiety to them that fball inform and fue for the fame: And that the
Fire-wards of the Town of Boffon for the Time being, be and hereby are di-
rected firictly to obferve and put this Law in Execution; any Law, Ufage or

Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

‘ N I'HEREAS Gun-powdef in great Quantities is imported and ex-
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