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L A W for the better Securing of the City of New* Numb.zi. 
York, from the Danger of Gun-Powder*

' <r

WHEREAS the Corporation of this City of NeW-Tork, in order 
to fecure the faidCity and Inhabitants thereof, from the Dangfcf 

they* were expofed tQ by large Quantities of Gun-Powder being kept ' 
in Houfes, Shops and Stores, did eredt and build a fuitable and con­
venient Magazine, or Powder-Houfe, on an Ifland in the Freflj Water 
of this City, , for the Receipt of all the Gun-Powder which was or 
fhould be imported into the faid City.

B E it therefore Ordained by the Mayor, JiUerffien and Commonalty 
of the City of New-York, convened in Common Council, audit is hereby > N0t ftofe than 
Ordained by the Authority of the fame, That from* and after the Publi- 28 lb. of Gun - 
cation hereof, no Perfon or Perfons whatfoev'er inhabiting within the f„°lnyr Houfe^or 
faid City, within two Miles of the City-Hall of the faid City,- fhall store, 
prefume to keep in any Houfe, Shop, Cellar, Store-Houfe, or other 
Place wfthin the faid City (his Majcfty’s Garrifon and Magazines only 
excepted) any more or greater Quantity of Gun-powder at one Time, 
than Twenty-eight Pounds weight, (except in'the Magazines or*
Powder-Houfe aforefaid) under the Penalty of Ten Bounds current 
Money of New-Tork, for every Offence. /

II. AND be it further Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That 
the CommoivCouncil of the /aid City, during their Pleafure, fhall A Store keeper, 
and will licence and appoint,' a good, fober, difereet and fufficient to be appoipted, to 
Inhabitant of the faid City, to bo Store-Keeper of the faid Magazine receive in,^an^de. 
or Powder-Houfe, who fhall receive and ftore in the fame Magazine powder.’ * 
or Powder-Houfes, all fuch Gun-Powder as fhall thereunto be brought, 
to be fafely kept and ftored j and for which he the faid'Store-Keeper 
fhall be accountable to the Owners thereof (Lightning or other 
unavoidable Accidents excepted) and who fhall, as often as required, 
every Day between the Hours of Ten and Twelve in the Morning, 
and Two and Four in the Afternoon, give his Attendance for receive 
ing into, and delivering out of the faid Magazine or Powder-Houfe* 
all fuch Gun-Powder as fhall be brought thereunto to be ftored or 
is there-from to he delivered j and upon his receiving into’ his Cuftody 
any Quantity of Gun-Powder, fhall give his Receipt in Writingfor 
the fame, expreffing the Quantity of Gun-Powder, and deferibing the 
Marks and Numbers of the Cafks.

III. AND be it further Ordained by the Authority aforefaid. That 
the aforefaid Store-Keeper fhall and'may, have, demand and receive,. Pr«ctf ^Storage of 
(for the Ufe of this Corporation) for the Storage of all Gun-Powder *** ° en 
in the Magazine, or Powder-Houfe aforefaid, for every Barrel of Gun- !
Powder, the Sum of Three Shillings, current Money of New-Tork ; 
for every Half Barrel, Two Shillings and Three Pence, of like Money}

and



Fees to the Keeper,

Penalty on the 
Keeper for Ne- 
glefl.'

NoGan-Powderto 
be carried thro’ the 
City, except in 
Leather Covert.

Fees for the Covers.

and For every Quarter Barrel, or fmaller Calk, One Shilling and Six 
Pence, of like Money, for any Time lefs than one Year } and if it 
lhall lie any longer in the faid’ Magazine of Powder-Houfe, than 
one Year, double thofe Sums for each Calk of Gun-Powder -} (all 
Gun-Powder belonging to his Majefty, or to this Province, excepted.)

VI. AftD be it further Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That 
the aforefaid Store-Keeper, once in every Month, lhall caufe all the 
Gun-Powder in the Magazine, or Powder-Houfe aforefaid, to be 
well turned 5 for which Services, and for receiving and delivering the. 
fame thereout, he lhall have and receive, to his own Ufe, over’and 
above the Rates -aforefaid, from the Owner or-Owners of the laid 
Gun-Powder, the Sum of One Shilling, for every Barrel of Gun- 
Powder j the Sum of Nine Pence for'each Half Barrel j and the-Sum 
of Six-Pence for each Quarter Barrel', pr leffer Calk', of current Money 
of Neiv-Tork aforefaid ; and if the laid Store-Keeper lhall neglect to. 
give due Attendance at the Magazine, or Powder-Houfe aforefaid, 
when thereunto required, at the’Times aforefaid, or negledt turning, 
the fame, or lhall take or exadt greater or larger Sums of Money,- 
for dorage, receiving, and delivering, and turning of Gun-Powder, 
than is herein before limited and appointed, within the Hours before- 
mentioned j he lhall, for every fuch Offence, forfeit and pay the Sum 
of Forty Shillings, current Money pf Ne'w-Tork.

' V. AND whereas the prefent Store-Keeper, with the Confent of 
the faid Corporation, ’for the moire fafe conveying of Gun-Powder to 
and from the faid Magazine, hath provided Leather-Bags, or Covers, 
in order to cover all Calks of Gun-Powder, to and from the faid Ma­
gazine 5 Be it Ordained by the Antbority aforefaid, That from and 
after the Publication hereof, ho Cart-Man, or other Perfon whatfoever, 
do prefume to carry any Gun-Powder, to or from the faid Magazine, 
or through any Part of this City, but -what lhall be covered with 
fuch Leather-BagS as aforefaid, under the Penalty of Forty Shillingi 
for every Offence. All which Fines and Penalties aforelaid, lhall, and 
may be recovered, before the Mayor, Recorder, or any one of the 
Aldermen of the faid City 1 the one Half thereof to the Informer, 
with Cofts of Suit, and the other Half to the Church-Wardens of 
the faid City, for the Time being, foir the Ufe of the Poor thereof.

VI. AND be it further Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That 
it lhall and may be lawful for the Keeper of the. faid Magazine, to 
have, take and receive, from all.Perlons that lhall ufe any of the 
aforefaid Leather-Bags or Covers, One Penny for each Bag or Cover 
fo by them ufed.-
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