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ments to Wedneldny theTweftty-n’mch^ay of November 
’following, ah(f wtln ' .' 'fi- _v, \ t V *****

. - . C H A P. I. , ■ .
•Ah Aft for forming and.regu3ating*the Militia within the 

. Colony of the Majjachufetts-Bafm Nexv-Englana,and for 
repealing illthc Laws heretoforc made for thatPurpofe,

~T 7Tit it net tnly the iMsrefl, lut the Duty »f ell Nations H pr,ata'sit; 
i/t/ defend their Ehts% Liber tits (ini Properties in that Land -.'which the . 
r r Supreme Ruhr of the'Univerfi ' has beflewed on theml dgainjl the

un fateful Attacks' end D efir edaf tons of aid Enemies 'whatever ; effie^ 
dally theft tvh. are n/otied by a Spirit of Avarice or Defpstifm ; . *■

And whereas 'the Honorable American Congrefs, have recommended t# th$
United Colonies .it put fie RfilitLi into e'profitr State fir the ‘Defence of 

;*Amerjea^ ^ ;
And whereas the Lafis poW in Fen f refpeBing tie Regulation of the Mfi 

litia, have, been fiundtnfifficlent for the Purpofes efirefaid : ■'
l» It is therefore 'enaBed by the Council and Houfe of Reprefin father in ^ .

General Court ■afiembfad, and fay the Authority of the fame, That the*ffiveral frlk*
• Laws, and the feYcral Paragraphs "and Clauks of ail and every the Laws of

this Colony, enforcing, or any Ways relating to the Regulation of the Militia, i . 
he, and hereby are repealedf and declared null and void* ■ ^ V

And be it further enaBed by the Authority afirefmd\ That.that Part of th«.TL~ T-v-* * 
Militia of this Colony, Commonly called the Training*Band, fhall be conffituted lag 
of all the able-bodied Male Perrons therein, from lixteen Years old toffifty, ess- 

' "ceptiog Members of the Atnerican Congrefs, Members. of the Council/and of ‘ 
the -Houle of Reprefentatives .for the Time being, the Secretary of the Colony, * 
all Civil Qftecets’that hay.e been, or /Hall W appointed by the General Court, Perfoss 
or either Branch*of it, Officers and Students of Harvard-College, Minifters. df cepud* 
the Gofpel, Elders’ and ‘Deacons of Churches, Church-Wardens, .Grammar 

’ School-Matters, Mattcrr of Arts, tlyeDenominatbn of Chrittians cal led Quakers,* 
Sete6LMdh*for the Time being, tHofewho have by Commiffion under any Go* 
vernment-or Congrels> or by Elc&ton in Furfbance of the Vote,of,any Con- 
grefs of the Continent or of- this, or any other Colony, held the/Pott .©£ a Subal-

• fern, or higher Officer, P^rfohs while a&uaftly ‘employed’ as Matters of.Tettels of 
more than1 thirty Tons Burthen,other than Piffilng Yefiels,thd Yettels.coafting in 
this Colony,’and to and from this Colony to the other New-England Govern** 
ments, Cojufttbtes, and Deputy* Sheriffs, Negroes, Indians and Mulatocs, and 
/hall be under the Commander .fuch Officers as fhall be.chofen, impowered and 
eommiffionated over them, as is by thisAft provided ; and the $ele&-M«n, or 
the tot|or Part of them of each Town, 'fhall be, and hereby are Impowered fey
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Writing under their Hands, to excufe from Time to Time fucfrPhyficians, Sur-
geons, Ferrymen id MillersJruheir rcfpe&ive Towns, from common and or- 

, dinary Trinings, as they IhafT judge it neeeflary to excufe: And the Council 
aforefaid Ihall from Time to Time, ai may appear to them neccffitfy,* divide the 

The Council Militia of each County intoTR.%iments, and id ter and divide fuch Regiments 
to divide tie from' Time to Time,, as. tHif Ihall judge expedient, aftlWhaving taken tha 
Militia frmx Opinion, dufftig anySeffion of the General Court, of Inch Memberr of the 
.TiractoTime Hdufe as belong to the County where the Dhdiion or Alteration is to be made, 

Adas Ihall be prefent at the Time of fuch Confultatkmf "
ir And he it further emBed by the Authority aforefaid, That there,fiiall be 

ehofen by Ballot from Time to Time, as may be nece(Iary,by either the Coun- 
ThrieMaior- 5!^ ,or ^ou^e oFRepr*fentafive3 of this Colony, with a Negative always refling 
Generali to J*1 e^er Houfe of Aflembly, Three Major-Generali, to rank and command as 
be chofen b/ffiffi fecond and third; over the whole Militia thereofwhich Major-Generals 
Bailot of eh when To chofen and concurred, fBali be commUTionated to faid Office by the 
tkzi Houle, tnajot Part of tho Council aforefaid, and the Rank of each of faid Generals fhall 

. beexp'refled m his.Con^miiCon, and faid fir ft Major-General, and each of the 
^ther Major-Genarals mill at all Times have Power in the Abfcnce of their 
Superior (and not. having Orders to the contrary) to draw forth the faid Militia, 
or any Part of them, as the faid Generals, of the ftrft in Rank of them prefent 
maHjud|*e expedient and neceflary for the immediate Defence of this, or any 

* p of the United Colonies of America: And the Officers and Soldiers of faid Mi-
Tafu^ower. pay entire Obedience to their Commands accordingly, under the Pc-

' nalties hereafter provided in this Ad*. Provided always, Thlt the faid Gene-
• rals and all other Officers of faid Militia, fhali at all Times be under the Com.- 
tnand of the major Part of the Council, and ihall in drawing forth, or retaining

"To be under Service the laid Militia, or any Part of them, be fubjeft to fuch Orders and 
tbccommaod Inftruf&ms, as they may receive from the faid major Part of the Council; u»~ 
©f the Coua- left when the.faid Militia, or any Part cf them, ihall be without" the Limits Uk 
rib this Colony, they fhould receive Orders from the Houfe of Reprefentadves for

the Time being, to return ; and whenever the laid Militia, or anyPart of them, 
fell be without the Limits of this Colony, the faid Houfe of Reprefematives 
Ihall have full Power and Authority to give Orders for their Return ; to which 
Ordeni the faid Militia, and all the Officers therepf, are hereby required to 
yield ftrift Obedience, any Orders to the contrary notwkhftanding, . *

One Briffa- & ^ ^ ** further erta&ed by the Authority * aforefaid, That theCtrancil or 
diet General Houfe of Rcprefematiyes, Ihall from lime to Time as may be neceftVy, by 
to be chofen Ballol, chobfe/one good and able Brigadier in each County in this Colony,

* ineachCoim* ^hero there fhali be more than one Regiment (and where there is but one Re- 
V* m gWent ih .a County, the.. Council fiiall join fuch Regiment to the Militia of 

me znnm^y 0tbner County as they (Hall fee ft)and4 fuch Parfons fo chofen and concurred# 
His Power, ifaall Be commlffibnated by the major Part of the Council, in which Commiffi'on 

the Rank of each Brigadier Ihall be expreflcd t And the faid Brigadiers fhali 
; Have the fakie Command over their refpeffive Brigades, as the ITrft Major-Ge-

' rieral has over the MIMa of the whole Colony ; and when two or more of faid
Brigades, of.any Number of faid Militia Ihall be together embodied upon any 

• Alarm, the fSrft Officer k Rank who fiiall be prefent, fhali have the chief 
Gommand of the whole. * -

,4* And he it further emBed by the Authority aforefaid, That there fiiall be 
Cel Ls.Coil chofen, appointed and commiffionated, (as is provided and directed by this' A& 
&'twoMajors for the Choice and Appointment of General Officers) over fuch Regiment in 
to ba chofea this Colony, one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, and two Majors; And the faid 
aft the fame jfield Officers fb appointed and commiffionated, or the major Part of them, fhali
.Manner. forthwith* divide and fet off the refpeftive Regiments into' Companies, as, they

fhali judge expedient, to confift as near as conveniently can be, of fixty-eight 
Privates, exclufive of thofe of the Alarm Lift, and to determine the Rank of

* each and every Company, Provided neverihtiefst That no Soldier Ihall be
obliged*
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'objrgsd, witfooutuhii Gonfant, to join a Company belonging to anyTownin which 
he has not His ufual Place of Abode, unle/s where there fhali mt be Privates 
enough to make a Company of thlity Soldiers, including Officers j in which 
Cafe, as a]6 where there are any Perfons belonging to a Place not incorporated, 
they £haH be'joined to fuch Company as the field Officers of the Regiments 
wlthm width they are, ffiaW fee fit. And the inhabitants of every Town now 
in, or that ihali be In the Continental Army, fhall be deemed to belong t^ani 
be a Part of th* Companies in their rcfpe&ive Towns, and exenfed from Duty 
ift^hc Militia, wbtlA they continue Part of the Army aforeftud $ and each Perforin the 
Company, when fo formed and fet effi JfhaU, together with thofe of the Alarna Confl. Army 
Lift^ within the Limits of the fame, by Ballot, in the Prefence of one of their t0 k® co®**' 
Field Officers, Who fhalicaufe them to be duly notified for that-Purpofe, and jde^e? ,a*o^ 
fhall prefide as Moderator, chosde one Captain, and. two Lieutenant^; which 
Choice fhall immediately be certified to the Secretary by laid Fie!d*Offiters ; 
and the major Part of the Council thereupon, unlefs lome material Gbje<ffitm a* EachCompa- 
gamfi furh Choice for any corrupt Praffice or Irregularity,, fhali be made at *7 5° cJl0®fQ 
or before the Time of receiving (aid Certificates, fhali commiffiohsitie fuch Per- if**' 
jfons purfuant to tbdlrEle&ion. And all the laid Officers,when fb cordmiffionatfed Lieut’s, who 
by the Council, fhall in the Abftnce of their Superiors, have the.lame.Power »re;to bseom- 
la ordering, dire&ing and marching their Regiments and Companies,.as the. fifft miffiunated . 
Major-General has over the whole of faid Militia t And. the Colonel, hr com- by the major 
manding Officer of each Regiment, ihaltas fbon as the Captains in his Regiment cemicft * 
are commiffionatcd, give thtrn r|f|)e£Hyelyf undc;r his .Hand in Writing,, the t.. ,
Limits of their refpe.&ive"Companies, their alarm Polls, and the-Manner of 
muttering their Companies on. all Occafions.

5. And be it further ena&ed by the Authority afi/efutd, That the Field- Aq  ^Ltitn^ 
Officers of each and every Regiment, or the major Part of them, fhall recom- to fee rievm- 
mend to the General Court a good able and /kllffilPerfanfor Adjutantof their meeded fey 
Regiment; and if either Iioufe fhall by Ballot, ele& fuch Perfon ’ for that the field Of- 
Office, then the major Part of the faid Council, (hall, when concurred, cemmiffi- |cerf,®*each 
onate him thereto. And in allCales determinable by Field-Officers of the feve,al cfetfcS»yRai- 
gimems. where there fhall be the four Field-Officers of any particular Regiment Jot of either 
prefent 5 and they fhall be equally divided in their Opinions refpeffing fuch Heuifej&cem- 
Matter—theDeterminadon fhallbe 'according to theOpinion ofthefirft Colonel. ^ifSoa’d by

6. And be if further Ena&ed, That eathCompany,including theAIarmLift, ^^^5°»jorJParc 
fhall be called together by their Captain, or commanding Officer, as .foon as ° 1 lc °U £! 
may be, for the Purpofe of choofing one Clerk, four Serjeants, four Corporals,,
one Drummer, and*one Fifer ; and when it fhall appear to the Commiffion:
Officers of any Company, that either of faid Non-Gommiflloncd Officers fhall Mon.cdral 
negle&his Duty, they may remove and difmifs him from his Office, and. call mlffion’d of- 
upon their Company, including the Alarm Lift, to choofe another In the Room fkers to b* 
of fuch Delinquent i and if the faid Company, being called together for that chofeaby the 
Purpofe, fhall at any Time r:egle<ft, or refufe immediately to proceed to the Company*
C hoicc of one, or more Non-commiflioned Officer dr Officers, fh ordered to be 
chofen—the Com million Officers of fuch Company, or the major Part of them* 
fhall by Warrant under their Hands in Writing, appoint faid Non-commiffi- 
oned Officer or Officers, which the faid Company fhall haveTefiufed to choofe 
as afbtefaki * , *

7. And be h further ena&ed hy the Authority afore faid,' That each and every 
Officer, and private Soldier of laid Militia, not under the Coutroui of Parents,.
.Mafters, or Guardians, and being of fufficient Ability therefor, in the Judgment 
of the Seleft-Men of the Town wherein he has his ufual Place of Abode, iliall
equip himf»lf,and beconftantly provided with a good Fire-Arm, with aSteel erlroti .’ „ .
Ramrod,and a Spring to retain the fame,* Worm,Priming Wire and Bruih, and 
a Bayonet ’fitied- to his Gun, a Scabbard and Bek thefefor, and aCuttlng Sword, ' 1
or a Tomahawk or Hatchet, a Pouch containing a Cartridge Box, that will hold 
ilfUea Rounds of Cartridges at leaft, a Hundred Buck* Shot,, a J*ck-&nif« and
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Tow for Waddings fix Flints, one Bound^f Powder, fbrty Leadot^Btlls fitted 
;to his Gun, a Knapfacfc and Blanket, a Canteen or Wooden Bojtle fufficteot to 
hold oneQoart. _ ,And all Parents,Mttoa andGuardian$,toli furofth and equip 

- ^ thofe of the Siiliti#.which’are uhder their Care and Command, with the Arms,
• Peor Perfoas Equipments, and Accoutrements tiforefaid : And where the Sell^men of any 
*? hu e5Uipt * toll 'adjudge any Perfpn belonging to the Militia of their Town unable

liweoftKclif101^^« aforefaid, fuch Sefetoen toil In Writing under 
Town. their Hands certify the fame to the Captain or commanding'Officer in whoffl 

* , Company, fu.ch Perfon may be, and Hull at the Expence of fitch Town provide
‘for, fprnifh, arm and equip fuchPcrfon with fitch Arms a'ndEquipmems; which 
..Arms fa provided by fuch Selectmen, fhall be the Property of the Town* at 
. whpfe Expence they fhall be provided ; and if any Non*eommifiloned‘ Officer 
or Soldier, toll erabmle or deftroy the fame, he ihall be punifiied'a? the Dif. 
cretion of the Jufiice/or Court before whom* he may be convi&ed thereof, by 

. £. paying double the Value of the Arms or Accoutremants fo wilfully defiroyed 
'Embezzle" * or cmbezzled ; and on Default,thereof, to be publicly whipped not exceeding 
dent effuch twenty Strides: And theSele&men of each* and every Town mall provide at the 
^Equlpmeats, Expence of the Colony, anddepofit and keep in fame fafe Place for the Uf© 

pf' theMilicia upon* an Alarm—one fixteenthPirt fo.manySpades, orlron Shovels 
with Hartdlea, and'bttedTor Service, as there ar* Rateable Polls in their Town ; 
pne half as many narrow Axes a* Spades and Iron-Shovels, and as many Pick- 
Axes fas narrow A;xes, all fitted for Service, and at the Cofiand Charge of 

* [• \ffeeir refpe&iveTbWns; oneDrum^and ©neFife foreacbCom.pany therein* And
1 * the Freeholders and Inhabitants'of each and every Town in this Colony, qua*
^ ?r;-- - * lified by-Law-to* vot;ein Town*Meetiogs; arc hejcby ih)powered ata Meeting

regularly warned for that Purpofe, to raife Money by Tax on the Polls and 
. Effaces of the Inhabitants of their Towns, fp defrey all Charges arifing on fald 

Towns in Cohlequeoce of this hOt,
Waalty for b* it further tffc&ed by th'eJiuthorhy aforefaid, That each and every

' Comrp’ffion .Commiffion Officer of faid Militia, wh# ilia 11 not within one Month next after 
bfliccr* neg. receiving his.Commiffion, provide for, arm and equip himfeif with fuch Arhi« 
jetting ta C" aiftd Accoutrements,Jis is by this hft directed, toll by Order of a Court Martial • 

tkena* appointed, as by*this AB is*provided, be removed from his Office. And every 
c ve*' ,‘ commtfiionsd, Officer, who toll be depofod from his-Office in the Militia for 

. * Negle& of Duty, ©r other Mifdemeanor, as by - this Ad is provided, toll fa* 
ceive no Benefit from any Commilfion, which he toll be thus incapacitated tft 
execute to exempt him from Military Duty.

A lie turn of 9* it further inoBeit That the Clerk of each and etferyCom party of faid
l»lj theEqutp- MUItia; fhall one# every fixMomhs after theTime of htsQsoice or Appointment, 
menu to be take arfexa&LUTof hisCompx.ny,and of each Man’s Equipments refpe$:ive]y,*od 
■^adt *very, prefent the fame to theCaptain or edmtonding Officer thereof; a Copy wher#* 

Months* 0f th# Captain or commanding Officer ©f faidCompany, fhall immediately deliver 
to the Colonel or commanding Officer of the Regiment he belongs to; and th* 
Colonel toil, without Delay, return the Number therein contain'cd to theBriga* 
dier, and th# - Brigadier fhall as feou as may be, return the fame to the firft 

, Major-General, and he toll forthwith return the fame to the Council.
*Andbt it farther ent&td by :the<Authnty 4forefiU, That every Brigadier 

view JkiiBrt* ihall review each Regiment of his Brigade twice a Year, and oftner if the Court* 
gade twica t cil toll order it, and onDefahlt thereof, toll be liable to be removed from hi$ 
Tear. Office : And when the Captain or commanding Officer of anyCompany of fuch

Militia.tobchoofe to call his Company together, or toll be ordered by his^ to 
perior Officer to do it, to examine their Arms, or infiruft them in the Exercifes;

. r which from Time to Time toll by the General Court be ordered for them, he
Etch C#&« toll notify and warn them of the Time and Place of Meeting, in fuch Manner' 
Shift *e&* as k** Colonel fhall appoint therefor; and each and eve^jr Company toil 
Timtrxrear. nmftered eight-Times a Tear .at leaf!, including their R’egimentabMufters* >
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