s v 1. Third, KING, &e 1778,
: Ig

N . L ., ' .
ACT SO LAWS, «
T RPN BT .1
Paflad By the' Gréat dnd Gerieral Gouse or Affembly of the
s > -W’% A ‘ ﬁm‘tﬁ'ﬂ,, e, TaE 8 tﬁ;, } 38 Mﬂ"
Y fex, on Wedimghty ¥ Nipeteenth Day of 7@;’,,&@& ‘
. Domini, 1 775.  andfrom thence continued by A djourn-
‘ments 1o Wednafday the T wehty-nincadgay of November
. .*' = <"

B . - N
. . /

+*

following, and" tBén nies, . %
. A ¥ \‘u.‘:" sty % ‘ ‘e ,‘.Tf ' :,"J% Lt ’"\;3 ' * ' ' ‘ o0 R
CHAP I

B A& for forming and.regulating the Militia wichin the
. _Colony of the ﬂ’!aj]aqbuﬁit;pB&y%n New- Englana,and fox
- repealing all'the Laws heretofore made for thae Purpofe,

§~ PHERE.AS it is not anly the Ditereft, but the Duty of all Nations 1o poeambic;
zrd ; defend their Lives, Liberties and Properties in that Land.which the . :
'  Supreme Ruler of the Univerfe” bos beflowed on them, dgainft the
unlawfid Attacks and D epredations of all Enemies whatever ; efpes
cially thofé vhy are moted by a Spirts of Avarice or Defpotifin s : '
___oAnd whereas *the Heonorable American Congrefi have recommended tp 1he
United Coloiies tv pux the Ddifitic into a proper State for the Defence of
Ctdmenca o v . T o
And whereas the Lawis pow in Force, vefpediing the Regulation of the Mi-
litia, bave been found infifficient for the Purpofés aforefoid : ' s
1. Tt is therefore ‘enalted by the Council, and Houft of Reprefentatives in Repertin f"
General>Court qffembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That theefeveral ooy,

- Laws, and the feveral Faragraphs and Tlaufcs of all and ‘every the Laws of .
this Calony, enforcing, or any Ways relating to the Regulation of the Militia, .

‘be, and hereby are repealed, and declared null and void, R ,

- And be it further enalied by the Authority aforefaid, ‘That that Part of the Tos 7o,
Militia' of this Colony, commenly called the Training- Band, {hall be ¢onftituted ng Bac 1)
of all the"able-bodied Male Perfons therein, from fixteen Years old to.fifty, ex+

" "eepting Membérs of ihe Amierican Congrefs, Members. of the Council, and of '
the Houfe of Reprefentatives for the T'ime being, the Secretary of the Colon¥, . e
all Civil Officers’that haye been, or fhall be appointed by the Geberal .Court, Perfons s~
‘or either Branch'of it, Officers and Students of Hirvard-College, Minifters . &f cepted.
the Gofpel, Elders’ and Deacons of Churches, Church-Wardens, Giammar

" School-Mafters, Mafters of Arts, theDenomination of Chriflians calledQualiers,”
Sele&t-Mén for the Time being, thofe who have by Commifiion under any Go»
vernment.or Congrels, or by Eletion in Purfbance of the Vote of any Con-

_ grefs of the Continent; or of: this, or any other Colony, held the Peft of 2 Subal-

- tern, or higher Officer. Perfons while adtually employed as Maflers of  Veflels of

more than thirty Tens Burthen,othér than Fifhing Veflels, and Veflels coafting in
- this Colony, and 10 and from this Colony to the other New-England Gévern-
ments, Conflables, and Depury-Sheriffs, Negroes, Indians and Mulatoes, and

" “fhall be under the Command*of fuch Officérs as thall be.chofen, impowered and
commiflionsted over them, as is by this ‘A& provided ; and the Sele&-Men, ot
she major Part of them of each Toxga, fhall be, and hereby are impowered by
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Writing under their Hands, to excufe from Time to Time fuch’ Phyficians, Sue-
geons, Ferrymen agd Millersn their refpeltive Towns, from codmon and or-
. dinary Tr¥nings, as they fhall" judge it neceffary to excufei And the Council
aforefaid fhall from Time to Tinte, ds may appear to them neceffary, divide the
"'he Couneit Militia_of each County inrofi}.bgimcms, and alter and divide fuch Regiments
to divide 1pe from Time to Time,, as. the§ fhall judge expmdient, afi®naving taken the
Milicia fré Opinion, diffng any Seflion of the General Count, of fuch Membeérs of the
TimetoTime go‘ufe as belong to the County. where the Dinifion or Altetation Is to be made,
d s fhall be prefent at the Time of {uch Confultition,” Lo
2. oAnd be it further enaled by the Muthority aforefiid, That there.fhall be
¢hofen by Ballot from Time to “Tithe, as may be neceffary, by either the Coun-
FhréeMajor- cil, or Houfe of Reprefentatives of this Colony, with a Negative always refling
Generals "o .in either Houfe of Aflembly, Three Major- Gienerald, to rank and command as
be chofen by firlt, fecond and thifd, ever the whole Militia thereof ; which Major-Generals
Ballot of ei- whefi o cholen and conicurred, fHall be commiflionated to faid Office by the
théf Houle. mujor Part of the Council eforefaid, and the Rank of esch of faid Generals fhall
. be expreffed in his Commillion, and faid firlt Major-General, and each of the
sther Major-Generals fhall 2t all Times have Power in the Abfence of their
Superior (and nét having Orders to the contrary) to draw forth the faid Militia, -
or any Part of thews, as the faid Generals, or the firft in Rank of them prefen:
fhall jndge expedient and neceflary for the immiediate Defence of this, or any
of the Unifed Colonies of America: And the Officers and Soldiers of faid Mi-
litia, fhall pay éntire Obedience ta their Commands accordingly, wnder the Pe-
nalties hereafter provided in this A&, Provided wlways, Thitthe fuid Gene=
“fals and all other Officers offaid Militia, fhall at all Timés be under the Com-
mand of the majoi Part of the Council, and fhall in drawing forth, or retaining
| rPe be under I Service the faid Militia, or any Part of them, be fubje& to fiich Orders and
thecommand. Inftructions, as they may receive {rom the fid njor Part of the Council ; ua-
of the Coun- Jefs when the faid Militia, or any Part ¢F them, fhall be without” the Limits au’
eil, this Colony, they fheuld rective Orders from the Houfe of Reprefentarives for
: " the Time being, o return j and whenever the faid Militia, or any, Part of them,
fhall be without tife Limits of this Colony, ths faid Houfe of Reprefentatives
fhall have full Power and Ambority té give Orders for theif Return ; to which
Orders the faid Militia, and all the Officers therepf, are hercby reduired to
. yield ftri@ Obedience, any Orders to the contrary notwithflanding, .
Ohe Brigs B And be it further ensod by the Authority uforefaid, That theCouncil ov
dier General Houle of Reptefentatives, thall from Time to Time as may be neceffiry, by
1o be chofen Billot, chobfe one good and able Biigadier'in each County in this Colony,
- ineachCoun- ghers there fhall be more thap one Reginrent (and where there is but one Re-
i dnothe giwent fin g -County, ‘the. Cowicil fall join fuck Regiment to the Militia of
fmeManndie any other County 4s they (hall fee fit) and {uch Parfons fe chofen and concurred,
"85 Power, fHall.be commilfionatéd by the miajor Part of the Council, in which Commiffion .
: the Ranl of each Brigadier faall be exprefled : And the faid Brigadiers fhall
Kave the faite Command ever their refpedtive Brigades, as the firlt Major- (G-
neral has over the Militia of the whole Calony ; and when two or more of faid
Brigades, or.any Number of faid Militia fhall be togethiér embodied upon any
- Alarm, the firlt Officer in Rank who fhall be prefent, fhall have the chist
Command of the whole, ¢ - B
4 And be it further enaled by the Authority aforefaid, That there flull be
ol Lt.Col. chofed, appointed and commiflionated, (as is provided and direéted by thiv A®
ZrwoMajors for the Choice and Appointment of General Qfficers) over fuch Regiment in
to be chofen this Colony, one Colanel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, and two Majors ; And the faid
if'the fame Field Officers {o appointed and commiflionated, or the major Part of them, fhall
Mamner.  forthwith’ divide and fer off the refpe&ive Regiments into- Companies, 1. they
fhall judge expedient, to confift as near as conveniently can be, of fixty-eight
Privates, exclufive of thole of the Alarm Lift, and to determine the Raok of
“eacly and avery Company. Provided neverthelefs, That no Soldier Ih;ll_i h{»le
: obiged,

TheirPower.
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‘obliged, without.his Confent, 16 jg;;n 2 Company belonging to anyToewn in which

he has not his ufisal Place of Abode, unlefs where there fhall not be Privates

enongh to make a Company of thirty Soldiers, including Officers ; in which

Cafe, as a? where there are any Perfons belenging to a Place not incorporated,

they thali be joined to fuch Company as the Fiald Officers of the Regiments
~within whieh they are, fhaMl fee fir.© And the Iohabitants of every Town now

in, or that {hall be in the Continental Army, fhall be deemed 1o belong t/O,;ﬂDﬂ

be a Part of the Companies in their refpeltive Towns, and exculed from Duty :
inthe Militia, whillt they continue Part of the Army aforefaid ; and each Perfonsinthe
. Company, wheh fo formed and fet off, fhall, tegether with thofe of the Alarnd Contl, Aswy
Lift; within the Limits of the fame, by Ballet, in the Prefence of one'of their to bs confi-
Field Officers, who fhall caufe them to be duly hotifiefl for that-Purpefe,and ;1:: ‘i'aio?{;
fhall prefide as Moderator, choefe one Caprain, and. two Lieutenants ; which I\Ziﬁtiag;
Choice fhall immediately be certified to the Secretary by faid Field-Officers ;
and the major Part of the Council thereupon, unlefs fome material @bjection as EachCompa-
gainft fuch Cheice for any corrupt Practice or Irregularity, fhall be made at &7 to chocfa
or before the Time of receiving faid Certificates, fhall commiffioiate fach Per- 3‘:“; andtwe
fons purfuant to their EleGtion. And all the faid Officers,when fo commiffionated ,_i}:n’s, wha
by the Council, fhall in the Abfence of their Superiors, have the fame, Power areito beeoms
in ordering, dire&ing and marching their Regiments and Companies,,as the fiEft miffivnated
Major-Gencral has over the whole of faid Militia « And the Colonel, ér com- 1;,7 thefm;aﬂf
manding Officer of each Regiment, fhall.as foon as the Captains in his Regiment C?;ztﬁ?c'ﬂt e
are commiflionated, give them refpedively, under his Hand in Writing, the = .
Limirs of ‘their refpedtive’ Companies, their alarm Pofts, and " the -Manner of

muﬁe:i;g their Companies on. all Qccafions. o _ L

5. And be it further enafed by the Authority aforefaid, That the Field- PR

Officers of each and every Regia{cnt, or the ma‘?;r Paf{ of them, fhall recom- énbéiﬁigf
mend to the General Court a good able and fkiltul Perfon for Adjutant of their mended by
" Regiment ; and if either Houfe fhall by Ballot, ele& fuch Perfon for that the Field Of-
Office, then the major Part of the faid Council, fhall, when concurred, commifli- ﬁR?tisé;fnc:acil
onate him thereto, And in allCufes determinable by Field-Officers of the feve;al cho%‘enbyf‘:al-
giments. where there thall be the four Field-Officers of any particular Regiment Jot of sither
prefent 5 and they fhall be equally divided in their Opinions refpeting fich Henfe,&com-
Matter—theDetermination fhallbe seceording to theQpinion of the firft Colone!. miffion’d by

6. -And ke it further Enafed, That eachCompany,including theAlarmLigt, ’e‘;‘;;’”’é‘;’;z;
fhall be called together by their Captain, or commanding Officer, as foon as e
may be, for the Purpefe of choofing one Clerk, four Serjeants, four Carporals,.
one Drammer, andwone Fifer ; and when it fhall appear to the Commiffion:

Officers of any Company, that either of faid Non-commiffioned Officers fhall Non-cdm-
negle&t his Duty, they may remove and difinifs him from his Office, and call igion’a 0.
upon their Company, including the Alarm Lift, to choofé another in the Room ficers to be
of fuch Delinquent; andif the faid Company, being ealled together for that chofenby ths |
Purpofe, fhall at any Time regle@, or refufe immedjately o proseed to the Cempany:
Choice of ene, or more Non-commiflioned Officer dr Officers, fo ordered to be

¢hofen—the Commiflion Officers of fuch Company, or the major Part of them,

fhall by Warrant under their Hands in Writing, appoint {aid ~von-commiffis,

oned Officer or Officers, which the faid Company fhall haveTefufed to choofe
3s aforefaid, ' - ¢ . .

7. And be it further enaffed by theAuthority aforefiid, That each and every
Officer, and private Soldier of faid Militia, not under the Controul of Parents,
Mafters, or Guardians, and being of fufficient Ability therefor, in the Judgmens,
of the Sele®-Men of the Town wherein he has his ufual Place of Abode, Mali ‘
€quip himfalf,and be conftantly provided with 2 goodFire- Arm, with aStee) erlron, Artiel "
Ramrod,and a Spriag to retain the fame,a Worm, Priming Wire and Brufh, and Eqﬁ’;cp;:&m
a Bayonet fiued to his Gun, a Seabbard and Belt thefefor, and aCuiting Sword, )
or a Tomahawk ar Hatshet, 2 Pouch centaining a Cartridge Box, that will hold
fifieen Rounds of Cartridges 2t leaft, a Bundred Buck Shot, & Jnckﬂx’xifgxgnd
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Tow for Wadding, fix Flints, one Poundgf Powder, fbrty LeadenBalls ficted
-to his Gan, a Knapfack and Blanket, a Canteen ar Wooden Bojtle fufficient v
hold oneQuart, And all Parents, Maftets andGuardians,fhall furnith and equip
+ o . thofe of the Mlilitia which'are under their Care'and Command, with the Arms,
‘Podr Perfons Equipments,-and Actoutrements dforefsid : And where the Sclygimen of any -
to be equipt, Towm' thall ‘adjudge any, Perfon belonging to the Militia of their Town unable
;;_;Z,:f:g’:;mfm:é'quip, and arm tifmfelf as aforefaid, fuch Sele@men fhall in Writing under
Town. _their Handg gentify the fame to the Captain or commartfing Officérin whofa
» . Company, fuch Perfon may be, and fhall at the Expence of fitch Town provide
» o, furnifh, arm and equip fuchPerfon with fuchArms andEquipments ; which
.Arms o provided by fuch Sele@tmen, thall ba the Praperty of the Town - at
. whefe Expence they Eall be provided ; -and if-any Non:commiffioned Officer
or Soldier, fhall embézzle or deftroy the fame, he fhall be puniflied av the Dif-
cretion. of the Juftice, ‘or Court before whom: he may be convifted théreof, by
penalties for paying double the Value-of the Arms or Accontremants fb wilfully deftroyed
‘Emabezzle.  ©F embezzled ; and on Defaule thereof, to be publicly whipped hot exceeding
ment of fuch tWenty Stripes : And theSele@tmen of each and’ every Town Thall provide at the
‘Equipments. Expence of the Colony, and depofit and keep in fome fafe Place for the Ufe
: of theMilitia upon-an Alarm— one fixteenthPart {o manySpades, érlron Shovels
‘with Handles, and-fitted for Service, as there are Rareable Polls in theirTown ; _
one half ag inany narraw Axcs as Spades and Iron.Shovels, and-as many Pick-
Axes, as narrow Ames,-all ficted for Service, and at the Coft and Charge of

: - their refpedtive Fowns; oneDinm, and oneFife foreachCompany therein, - And
— the Freaholders and Inhabitants'of each and every Town in this Colony, qua-
i oo Yiged by Law-to- vote in Town- Meetitgs, sre hereby ’u;-hpbwéfcd at a Meeting

" regularly warned for that Purpofe, to raife Money by Tax on the Polls and
. Effates of the Inhabitants of their T'owns, to defrey all Charges arifing on faid
e Towns in Confequénce of this Aft, L
@f;lijty' for 8, And be it furtker-ens(Ted by'theduthority aferefaid, That each and everiy
- CommifTion .Commiffion Officer of faid Militia, whe {hall not within one Month next after -
Officers neg. receiving his Commiffion, provide for, arm and equip himfelf with fuch Arine
< Je@ting ta e- apd Accentrements, as is by this A& direfled, fhall by Order of a Court Martial -
:?’I“P, fﬂh"ﬂ"x appointed, ag by.this Al is provided, be remaved from his Office.  And every
AEVERT - commiffioned, Officer, who fhall be depofed from his Office in the Militia for
- Negle&t of Dary, or other Mifdemeanor, as by. this A& is provided, flall ras
ceive no Benefit from any Commillion, which he fhall be thus incapacitated to
execute to exempt him from Military Duty, - o
AReturg of | 9: «Andbe it furtheréngiled, That theClerk of eachand everyCompany of fuid,
sll theEquip- Militia; fhall once every fixMonths after theT'ime of hisChoice orAppointment,
ments to be  take arf exa@Lift of hisCompany,and of eachMan’s Equipments refpectively,and
made every, prefent the fame to theCaptain or cominanding Officer thereof; 2 Copy whers-
sx Months. of the Captain er commanding Officer of aidCompany, fhall immediately deliver
to the Colonel'or commanding Officer of the Regiment he belongs te ; and the
Colonel fhall, witheutPelay, return the Number therein contairied to theBrigas
dier, and the Brigadier fhall as foon as may be, return the fame to the firfk
oo Major-General, and he fhall forthwith return the fame to the Council,
Rach Brighe "o dndbeit furiher ena&ed by theAuthority aforefeid, That everyBripadicr
dier to re-" 4 " iy . . . ; R 2}
Fiew hix Bri- {hal] review each Regiment of his Brigade rwice a Year, and ofther if the Coun«
gade twice 2 cil fhall order it, and onDefault thereof, fall be liable to be removed from his
Year. Gffice : And when the Captain or commanding Officer of anyCompany of fuch
Militia_fhall choefe to cail his Company tegether, or faall be ordered by his fit-
= erior Officer 1o do it, to examine their Arms, or inftruét them in the Exercifes,
L hich from Timeto Time fhall by the Gensral Court be ordered for them, he
Each Com-  fhall notify and warn them of the Time and Place of Meeting, in fuch Manner -
wasy te be oo bi Colone) fhall appoint therefor; and each and evegy Cowpany fhall iy

"?&2’;?.“;2“; minttered eight Times a Year.at leath, including their Regimental-Mufters,  » -
‘ 4 13, Al
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