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1 777* AflfelTors required, in the fame manner, and under the fame penalties, as fet forth in the Ad 
i—v~—'to which this is a Supplement, and the Freeholders of the feveral Diftrids in the faid Coun­

ty are, on the day which the faid Commiflioners and Afleifors fliall appoint, for the purpofe 
of eleding, to proceed to the eledion of the Juftices of the Peace, in their refpedive Dif- 
trids, in the fame manner as is by the faid Ad direded for eleding Juftices, who, when 
chofen, (hall be held and deemed as legally eleded, as if the fame had been done on the 
day appointed by the faid Ad, any thing therein contained to the contrary notwhhftanding,

AND WHEREAS many of the Militia of Northampton and other Counties, are 
now, and fome others may be in adual fervice, whereby feveral of the Diftrids in the faid 
County have been, or may be deprived of their right in the choice of their Juftices of the 
Peace, according to the intention of the faid Ad. Be it therefore farther enaBed by the au­
thority ajorefaid, That it (hall and may be lawful for the Commiflioners and Afteflors, or 
any five of them of the faid County of Northampton, or fuch other Counties as aforelaid, tp 
advertize the Freeholders of fuch Diftrid or Diftrids to meet together on the third Tucfday 
in April next, at fome convenient place within the faid Diftrids refpedively, in order to 
choofe their Juftices of the Peace, that they may be commiflioned accordingly, atrtd if the 
Freeholders of any Townfhip or Townfhips in this State, which by the faid Ad is made a 
Diftrid, fhall negled to eled Juftices on the day therein mentioned, the Freeholders of 
every fuch Diftrid, are hereby authorized to appoint fuch time and place as may fuit their 
conveniency, within three .months hereafter, and eled Juftices as by the faid Adis direded.

AND WHEREAS the Freeholders of feveral of the Wards in the City of Philadel­
phia, have negleded to eled Juftices of the Peace, as by the faid Adi was direded, and it may 
happen that fome other parts of the State may alfo negled to eled Juftices, at the time in 
the laid Ad and by this Ad direded. Be it enabled by the authority aforefaid, That where 
any inch negled has been or may be, at the time by the above recited Adi, or by this Adi 
direded for the eledion of Juftices, for any Diftrid in any cr either of the faid Counties, the 
Commiflioners and Afteflors Of fuch County or Counties, or any five of them (in fuch 
County or Counties where they are direded fo to do by the faid Ad) are hereby enjoined and 
required to appoint a time and place for eledion of Juftices of the Peace for fuch Diftrid,' 
and give notice thereof to the Freeholders, who (hall hold the faid eledion, and in all things 
relating thereto, ad and do agreeable to the diredions of the Ad, to which this Ad: is a 
Supplement, and when they (hall have eleded Juftices, they (hall be deemed and taken to 
be Juftices of the Peace, as is in and by the faid Ad declared.

AND WHEREAS it has been reprefented to this Aflembly, that the inhabitants 
of the Borough of Chefter exprefs a diflatisfadion that they have but one Juftice of the Peace 
allotted to them, inafmuch as other Boroughs have more, AND WHEREAS it may 
happen that fome Diftrid or Diftrids may yet negled to eled Juftices notwithftanding this 
Ad. Be it therefore enaffed by the authority aforefaid, That in any or either of the faid cafes, on 
application being made in writing, by twenty or more of the Freeholders of the Borough of 
Chefter, or of any fuch other Diftrid, to the Prefident of this State, it ftiall be lawful for 
the Prefident in Council, to appoint and commiflionate one or more Juftice or Juftices of the 
Peace as the cafe may require, for the faid Borough or Diftrid refpedively, any thing in this, 
or the Ad to which this is a Supplement, to the contrary notwithftanding.

JOHN JACOBS, Speaker.
Passed March 15th, 1777.

JOHN MORRIS, Junior, Clerk of the General Aifembly.

An ACT to regulate the Militia of the Common-Wealth of Pennsylvania.
a — •*

WHEREAS a Militia Law upon juft and equitable principles, hath ever been re­
garded as the beft fecurity of Liberty, and the moft effedual means of drawing 

forth and exerting the natural ftrength of a State : AND WHEREAS it is the in- 
diipenfible duty of the Freemen of this Common-Wealth, to be at all times prepared to re- 
fift the hoftile attempts of it’s enemies, and more efpecially now, when America is invaded 
by a powerful army of Britifh and Foreign Mercenaries, and the freedom handed down by 
our virtuous anceltors, may be in danger ot being wrefted from us, unlefs the: ftrongeft and 
moft immediate efforts are made for it’s fupport. Be
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1 ^ Beit cnafted, and it is hereby enadcd by the Representatives of the Freemen of the 1777. 
Common-Wealth qf Pennfylvania in General ASfembly met, and by the authority of the*—,—1 
jfame, That the Prefident, or, in his abfencc the Vice-Prefident of the Supreme Executive 
Council of this Comm on-Wealth, Shall commifiionate one reputable Freeholder in the 
City of Philadelphia, and one in each County within this State, to ferve as Lieutenant of 
the Militia for the faid City and Counties refpedively, who, befides the powers which are 
given him by this Adi, Shall have the title and rank which the Prefident and Council Shall 
confer; and alfo any number of perfons not exceeding five for the faid City and each County, 
qualified as aforefaid, to Serve as Sub-Lieutenants in the faid City and Counties refpedively, 
which faid Lieutenant and Sub-Lieutenants Shall be refpedively nominated by this Houfe ;

4and which Lieutenant, or in his abfence or incapacity, two or more Sub-Lieutenants, {hall 
have full power and authority to do and perform, all and Singular the duties required of 
them by this Aft, except in cafes where a greater number is hereby directed to join to­
gether to perform any fcrvice.

jind be it further enaffied by the authority aforefaid, That the faid Lieutenants or Sub- 
Lieutenants, as aforefaid, Shall iSTue his or their warrant to the ConSlable of each Town- 
Ship, Borough, Ward or Diftrid in the faid City and Counties refpedively, or to fome 
other fuitable perfon, commanding him in the name of this Common-Wealth to deliver to 
him or'them the faid Lieutenant or Sub-Lieutenants, within ten days from and after the 
"date of'the faid warrants (unlefs the Lieutenant or Sub-Lieutenants Shall judge a longer 
time to be necelfiry, which he is hereby impowered to grant) on oath or affirmation, which 
they are alfo hereby impowered to adminifter, a true and exad lift of the names and fir- 
names of each and every male white perfon, ufually inhabiting or refiding within his 
Townfhip, Borough, Ward or Diftrid, between the ages of eighteen and fifty-three years, 
capable of bearing arms, Delegates in Congrefs, Members of the Executive Council,
Judges of ihe Supreme Court, Matters and Faculty of Colleges, . Minifters of the Gofpel 
(or Clergy) of every denomination, and Servants purchased bona fide; and for a valuable 
consideration, only excepted.

And be it further enaSled by the authority hforefaid, That the Lieutenant or Sub-Lieute­
nants as aforefaid, within five days after they Shall become poSTeftcd of the ^lifts aforefaid,
Shall.divide the City and Counties refpedively into Diftrids, each Diftrid/to contain not 
lefs than four hundred and forty, nor more than fix hundred and eighty Privates, at the 
discretion of the Lieutenant, and fub-divide the faid Diftrids into eight parts as nearly equal 
as may be, paying due regard in each division to the convenience of the inhabitants.*
Provided always, that nothing in this Ad contained lb all be conftrued to ikcluac any cf 
the Artillery Companies or Troops of Light Horfe, already formed within thi& State, nor 
Shall prevent Or reftrain the faid Lieutenants refpedively from forming a fuitable'number of 
other companies of Artillery and Troops of Light Horfe in convenient places throughout 
the fame: And the faid Lieutenants Shall give public notice by advertifements avt^ ten or 
more of the moil public places in the faid Diftrids refpedively, of the laid divifionSX being 
made, and appointing a certain day for each Diftrid, not lefs than five days after theTaia 
notice, and requiring the male white inhabitants between the ages aforeiaid, refiding in 
the faid divisions refpedively to meet at a certain place as near the center of the faid division 
as may be, and then and there* between the hours of ten in the morning £nd fix in the 
afternoon of the faid day, to eled by ballot, three Field Officers (that is to fay1, one Colo­
nel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, and one Major) each of whom Shall be a Freeholder, and the 
inhabitants of the faid fub-divifions refpedively Shall eled by ballot as aforefaid, on the 
fame or fome other convenient day as foon as poffible afterward to be appointed by the 
Lieutenant, one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Enfign* and two perfons to be ftiled 
Court-}Martial Men, who Pnall refpedively be filth perfons as are intitled to vote for mem- 
bars to Serve in the General ASTembly ; and each of the faid Captains Shall appoint a fuita- 
ble perfon for a Clerk in his company. And the faid Lieutenant,' Or in his abfence, two 
or more of the faid Sub-Lieutenants, (hall attend and fuperintend each and every of the faid 
battalion eledions, and Shall caufe the Colonels fp elected in the City and Counties refpec- 
tively to meet together as foon as may be; and caft lots for rank’4of their battalions, and the 
rank of the officers in each battalion Shall be determined by the lot drawn by their respec­
tive Colonels : And the Captains fo elected in the fub-divifions, Shall meet and caft lots for 
their rank in the battalion to which they belong ; and' the rank of the Subaltern Officers 
of each company Shall be determined by the lot drawn by their refpedive Captains ; and 
the faid Lieutenants Shall, within ten days, or as foon as may be, having regard to their 
local Situations, tranfmit proper certificates to the Prefident of the Executive Council, of 
the names of the perfons fo as aforefaid elededb and their rank, both of battalion and com-
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I 777.Panics ^ the feveral battalions, in order that commifiions may forthwith be granted to them, agree*-' 
' jble to the faid certificates. And no'Militia Officer fhall be required to take and fubferibe any oath or af­

firmation at this time, to qualify him to receive a commiffion to a£l in the chara&er to which he fliall 
be eledted.

And be it further enabled by the authority of orcfaid, That if any battalion or battalions, company or 
companies, fhall negledt or refule to elect their officers as aforefaid, then and in fuch cafe, \t lhall and 
may be lawful for the Lieutenant, with the advice and confent of two or more of the Sub-Lieutenants 
of luch County where fuch neglect or refufal fhall be, to. appoint fuch officers fo ncgledted to be cho- 
fen,. and certify the fame to the Prefidcnt of the Council as aforefaid/ which fhall be as efiedtual to all 
intents and purpofes, as if the faid officers had been elected as firft before directed ; and the faid Lieu­
tenant fliall, as foon as may be, acquaint the parties fo neglcdting or refufing, with the appointments 
ioas aforefaid made, and the faid leveral and refpeCfive officers eledled of appointed as aforefaid, fhall 
refpedtively ferve as officers of the Militia for the fpace of three years, at the end of which time, the 
Lieutenant of the City and Counties refpeftively, in the manner herein before dire&ed, fliall caufe a 
new e led ion to be held in the faid City and Counties refpedtively. But nothing herein contained, fliall 
be condrued to render any of the former officer or officers incapable of being re-eleded.

And be it further enabled by the authority afore faidy That the rank or precedence of the officers of the 
City of Philadelphia, and ot cne feveral Counties in this Common-Wealth, fliall be determined as fol­
lows, that is to lay, Officers of the City ot Philadelphia, the Diftrid of Southwark, the Townfhips of 
tbe Northern Liberties, Moyamenfing, and Pafiyunk, to take rank or precedence of all other of­
ficers of equal dignity in this State, and next to them the officers of the County of Philadelphia, and 
fo on according to the feniority of the Counties rdpedively.

Aid be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That the feveral Lieutenants aforelaid, fhall, with­
in three days after the refpedtive eledions aforeia d, caufe the feveral companies of Militia in their re- 
fpedive precinds, to be divided by lot into eighc parts, to be called Clafles, as nearly equal as may be, 
an i numbered from one to eight m numerical order, and the laid Caprains fliall caule the names and 
fir names of the ptrfonsin the relpedive companies, with the Clafs to which each belongeth, to be re­
turned to the faid Lieutenants rdpedively, at luch time as they fliall appoint, within fix days after fuch 
divifiens are made.

And le it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That the whole of the Militia fo enrolled as afore- 
.faid, fliall be fubjed to beexerafed in compmies under their' refpedive officers as followed!, that is 
to fay, on the two laft Mondays in the month of April, and the three firft Mondays in the month of May; 
and in battalion on the fourth Monday in May ; and in companies on the two laft Mondays in the 
month of Augufl, and the two laft Mondays in the month of September, and the third Monday in the 
month of October; and in battalion on the fourth Monday in October; and on each of which days eve­
ry Militia-Man fo enrolled, fliall duly attend with his arms and accoutrements in good order, and a 
Serjeant or Clerk of each company is required at the end of one hour after the time appointed for the 
meeting of the company or battalion, to call over the mufter roll of the company, noting thofe who 
are ablent, and on that day fliall make return in writing to the Captain or Commanding Officer then' 
prefe.it, of fuch abfentees, and all perfuns fo abfent at cne time of calling over the roll, or fhall depart 
from the parade before duly difeharged, fliall be liable to the fines hereafter mentioned.

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That if any Commifiioned Officer fliall negled or 
refule to attend on any of the days appointed tor exercife, in companies as aforefaid, (unlefs prevented 
by ficknefs or fome other unavoidable accident) fuch Commiffioned Officer lhall forfeit and pay the fum 
oi Ten Shillings per day, and any Non-Comm;ffioned Officer or Private, and all enrolled perfons, fo 
iefufmg or neglecting, (excepting as before excepted) fliall forfeit and pav the fum of Five Shillings 
j er day and if on a field day, or macing in battalion, then, if a Field Officer, he fliall forfeit and pay 
ihc fum of Five Pounds prr day, and a Commifiioned Officer, under that rank, the fum of Fifteen 
Shillings per day j and if a Non-Commiffioned Officer or Private, and enrolled perfon, refufing to meec 
and exerede, the fum of Seven Shillings and Six Pence, per day, (excepting as before excepted) the 
name', and tirnamesot all which perfonr, fo incurring the faid fines and penalties (except luch as may 
have paid the lame into the hands of the Captain or Commanding Officerof the company) fliall be du­
ly returned by the Captain or Commanding Officer of each company, under his hand, together with 
luch lilies as he has received to the Colonels of the battalions refpeCtively on each field day, which faid 

. Colonel or Commanding Officers of battalions, fhall, on receipt of fuch fines and returns, forthwith 
tranlmit the fame to the Lieutenant of the County, and the faid Lieutenant fliall, immediately after 
the laid returns are reipectively made to him, caule the lame to be relpeftively recovered, before one 
Ju.lice of the Peace, neareft the place where the delinquents do reflectively refide, as debts under 
Koity Shillings are by Law directed to be recovered ; and the faid Lieutenant fhall, twice in each year, 
tranlmit the laid fines, when collected, into the hands of the County Treafurer, who fhall pay the 
lame into the hands of the htate Trealurer, for jhe ufeof the State.

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That the mafler or miftrefs of any apprentice, 
and iho fattier or mother of any minor, who fliall refuse or neglect to attend as aforefaid, being in the 
1< i vice of his father or mother, mafler or miftrefs, fhall be accountable for the fine cr fines fo incurred 
b) luch minor or apprentice. , ’ *
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( And be if further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be lawful for the Executive 
Council, in cafe of invafion or rebellion within this State, or in cafe the affiftance of the Militia of this 
Srate .fliall be requeued by Congrds to affift the Continental Army in this or any of fhe adjoining 
States, to call into actual fervice fuch part of the Miliba by Clafles as aforefaid, as to them fhall feedi 
necefifary, the firft draft to be compofed of the Clafs number One of <each company, and in cafe the 
firft draft fhall not be fufficient for the exigency, then the Clafe number Two fhall be drawn, and fa on 
by Gaffes from time to time as occafion may require: And to the end that ekh particular draft may be 
fuitably officered, the following order i$ hereby directed and enjoined, that is to fay—Tor the firft draft. 
The Captain of the firft company, the Firft: Lieutenant of the fecond company, the Second lieutenant 
of the third company, and the Enfign of the fourth company. For the fecond draft. TheUaptaftr 
of the fecond company, the Firft Lieutenant of the firft company^ the fecond Lieutenant of the fourth 
company, and the Enfign of the third company. For the third draft. The Captain of the third com­
pany, the Firft Lieutenant of the fourth company, the Second Lieutenant of the firft company, and 
the Enfign of the iecond company1. For the Fourth draft. The fourth Captain, the Firft Lieutenant 
of the third company, the Second Lieutenant of the fecond company, and tfie Enfign of the firft com­
pany. For the fifth draft. The fifth Captain, the Firft Lieutenant of the fixth company, the Second 
Lieutenant of the feventh company, and the Enfign of the eighth company. For the fixth draft. 
The fixth Captain, the Firft Lieutenant of the fifth company, the Second Lieutenant of the eighth 
company, and the Enfign of the feventh company. For the feventh draff. The Captain of the feventh 
company, the Firft Lieutenant of .the eighth company, the Second Lieutenant of the fifth company, 
and the Enfign of the fixth company. For the eighth draft, The Captain of the eighth company, 
the Firft Lieutenant of the feventh company, the Second Lieutenant of the fixth company, and the 
Enfign of the fifth cprppany. Non-commiffioried Officers to take their tour of duty with the Com- 
iffiffioned Officers. And the Field Officers of battalions in the City of Philadelphia, and in each 
County of the State, {hall be divided in like manner, and each Clafs to be confidered as detachments 
from different corps, liable to ferve two months, and to be relieved hy the Clafs next in numerical 
order, the relief to arrive at leaft tWo days before the expiration of the term of the Clafs to be relieved, 
but nothing herein contained fliall prevent the Supreme Executive Council from employing, or calling 
out one half* of any battalion, where it maybe convenient, or one half of any company, without re- 
fpe<ft to this rule* wbeneyer the exigency is too hidden to allow the affembling the fcattered Militia, 
whfch compofe the particular Gaffes: And the Militia in actual fervice fliall receive the fame pay and 
rations as Continental troops, their pay to commence two days before their marching, and receive pay 
£nd rations'at the rate of twenty miles per day, till they return home.

17 77*

• Provided always, and be it farther 'enabled by the authority aforefaid> That if after the regulation 
aforefaid, it Ibouid fo happen, that fubftitutes cannot be found for all the enrolled Militia upon the 
Lid limitted drafts, then and in fuch cafe each and every of the perfons who cannot yield their 
perfonal fervice as aforefaid, nor find fubftitutes, fhall pay fuch fum or fuihs of money as each of the 
iubftitutes included in the faid drafts will amount unto upon an average, within each refpe&ive batta** 
lion. Provided alfo, That no Militia-Man having perfonally, or by fubftitute, ferved in.the Militia, 
fhall be obliged to ferve again until by rotation it comes to his turn._____ ' **

/ " I

Provided always, arid be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid* That no officer ferving in the 
Militia, when called out into adual fervice, fhall fit in any Court-Martial upon the.trial of any officer 
o'r foldier ferving in any of the Continental forces •, nor fhall any officer ferving in any of the Continental 
forces or other troops, many other of the United States, fit in any Court-Martial upon the trial of 
any, officer or private man ferving in-the Militia of this State.

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That when any part or parts of the Militia fhall 
be called into.adual fervice, every perfon enrolled as aforefaid* who is not an officer* fhall have it in 
his choice either ip ferve in perfon or to find a fufficienc perfon for a fubftitute, which faid fubftitute 
fhfii be approved of by the Lieutenant, Sub-Lieutenant, or by one of the Field Officeis of the bat­
talion! to which he belongs* and if an officer, he fhall find as a fubftitute an officer ofiequal rank to 
be approved of by the Lieutenant of the County : But if any perfon fhall neglefl or refufe to ferve* 
or find fuch fufficient fubftitute in his place, within three days after notice given to him, the Lieute­
nant or Sub-Lieutenant of the County neareft to where fuch delinquent refides, fhall, and he is here­
by required to provide, hire or procure, on as reafonable terms as may be, a fubftitute for loch perfon 
fo refufing or negleding, and to charge fuch fum or fums, together .with reafonable expences for 
procuring the fame, to fuch delinquent, to be recovered by diftrefs and fale of his goods and chattels* 
lands and tenements, by warrant under the hands and feals of any two Juftices of the Peace of the 
County where fuch perfon refides; and if fuch delinquent be unmarried* then the faid money to be 
recovered againft him in the fame manner, as is directed by the Laws of this State in cafes of debts 
under Five Pounds. . ’ - *

Provided always, That if any perfon or perfons fliall think him, her or themfelves aggrieved in the 
feizure of his, her or their lands and tenements* he, ffie or they may enter an appeal before the Jufi* 
ticcs to the next Court of Common Pleas for the County, and on the party’s giving fufficient fecurity 
•within fix days next after any lands and tenements fhall be feized or diftrained as aforefaid, to profe- 
cute fuch appeal, with effect, the Juftices (hall receive the fame and ftay further procefs And the 
faid Juftices {hall return every fuch appeal on the firft day of the next term, and the Court fhall direift 
a trial by a jury of the County as in other cafes of debt, whole verdiift fliall be final and conclusive * 
and except in extraordinary cafes, of which the Court fhall be judge, all fuch appeals fhall be tried at 
the term to which fuch returns fliall be made % any law, cuftom or ufage to the contrary notwithtland-

A
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l777* And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That arms and accoutrements fuf-
1—Sc—'ficient for two Clafles in each company fhall be provided, at the expence of the State, as 

foon as convenient, by the Lieutenant of the City of Philadelphia, and of the feveral 
Counties of this State ; and fhall be in the care, and under the direftion of the faid Lieute­
nants refpeftively; and marked with the name of the County and the number of the bat­
talion to which they belong.

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon or perfons (hall 
fell, or knowingly buy, take in exchange, conceal, or otherwife receive, contrary to the 
true intent arid meaning of this Aft, any arms or accoutrements belonging to this State, 
on any account or pretence whatfoever, the perfon fo offending, being convifted thereof, 
before one or more Juflice or Juflices of the Peace of the City or County where fuch offence 
ihall be committed, fhall forfeit and pay for every fuch offence treble the value of fuch 
arms or accoutrements; to be afeertained by the faid Juflice or Juflices, and levied by dif- 
trefs and fale of the offenderVgoods and chattels, by the Juflice or Juflices before whom 
fuch offender fhall be convifted, returning the overplus (if any) on demand, to fuch of­
fender, and for want of fuch diftrefs, fhall commit fuch offender to the common gaol of the 
County, there to remain without bail or main-prize for any term not exceeding three 
'months, unlels fuch money is fooner paid.

. And he it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That the Commiffioned Officers of' 
each company lhall appoint four Serjeants, four Corporals, one Drummer and one'Fifer, 
for their refpeftive companies. And all perfons who have heretofore been officers in the 
Militia under the late Affociation* if not re-elefted, lhall deliver up their arms, accoutre­
ments drums, fifes and colours, if paid for by the Public, to the Lieutenant of the County 
aforelaid, or unto the nearell Sub-Lieutenant ; and the Lieutenant of the City of Philadel­
phia, and the Lieutenants of the feveral Counties refpeftively, are hereby authorized to 
draw on the State Treafury for the purchafe of fuch drums, fifes and colours, as may after­
wards be wanting to l’uppiy the companies in the City and Counties refpeftively. ,

And be it further enaBed by the authority aforefaid, That the Field Officers of each 
battalion in*this State, lhall conflitute and appoint to their refpeftive battalion, one Quar­
ter-Mailer, one Adjutant, one Serjeant-Major, and one Drum and one Fife-Major, which 
Serjeant-Major, and Drum and Fife-Major, lhall be perfons experienced in the duties of 
their refpeftive offices.

And be it furthw enaBed by the authority aforefaid, That no Militia-Man fhall leave the 
company to which he belongs, or join any other, under the penalty of Three Pounds, to 
be recovered before the Juflice of the Peace of the County, unlefs in cafe of removing to 
ffime other Diftrift within this or any other State, and in fuch cafe he {hall apply to the 
Commander of fuch company, who lhall give him a certificate of his being difeharged, and 
if tha faid Militia-Man had been in aftual lervice fhall alfo certify the time thereof, and 
how long he had continued therein.

And be it further enaBed by the authority aforefaid, That the Lieutenant, or in his 
abfence, the rieardl two Sub-Lieutenants in the City and Counties refpeftively, lhall caufe 
the Conllable or fome other fuitable perfon of the feveral Townlhips, Boroughs, Wards or 
Dillrifts, within their refpeftivejurifdiftions, to make., true lifts annually of all male white 
perfons between the ages aforefaid, ufually retiding in their refpeftive Town (hips, Boroughs, 
Wards or Diftrifts, in order that fuch as lhall then be above the age of fifty-three years, 
or otherwife difqualified, may be difeharged, and that fuch as are arrived to proper age, or 
may have within the faid year become refidenters, may be enrolled ; and the Conllable fhall 
be allowed Five Shillings only for each day he fhall be faithfully employed in obtaining and 
returning a lift: of the perfons of his Townlliip, to be paid by the County Treafurer refpec- 
tively, cut of the monies in his hands belonging to the State.

And be it further enaBed by the authority aforefaid, That no perfon ferving as a fubflitute ' 
for another lhall thereby be exeufed from ferving in his own turn.

And he it further enaBed by the authority aforefaid, That if any Militia-Man when called 
into aftual lervice lhall ablent himfelf or deiert from the company, battalion or troop to 
which he belongs, the perfon or perfons fo offending fhall forfeit and pay a fum equal to 
two months pay, and if an officer fhall be cafhiered.

And



And be it further enaSted by the authority aforefdid, That the Lieutenant, with one or I 
more of the faid Sub-Lieutenants, together with any one Juftice of the Peace, or any two 
or more Sub-Lieutenants, together with any two Juflices of the Peace, (hall meet in the 
City and the feveral Counties from time to time, as often as they (hall find necefiary, for 
the due execution of this Act, and one of the faid meetings in every year fhall’ be on the laffc 
Monday in the month of July, and one other of the faid meetings fhall be on the third 
Monday in the month of December.
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And be it further- enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the faid Lieutenant of the City, 
and the faid Lieutenants for the Counties reflectively, fhall have arfd receive the fum of 
Fifteen Shillings per day each for their trouble, and the Sub-Lieutenants of the faid City 
'and Counties refpectively, fhall have and receive the fum of Twelve Shillings per day each 
for their trouble, for every day in which they (hall be employed, in doing and performing 
the refpective duties required of them by this Act, which faid fum or fums of money fhall 
be refpectively 'paid unto them out of the State Treafury.

And upon any draft of part of the Militia for actual fervice, it fhould happen to fall to 
the lot of any minor or apprentice, to be fo drafted, and the faid minor or apprentice fhould 
neglect or 'refufe to go, and alfo the parent, or mafler or miflrefs, refufe or neglect to find 
a fubflitute in his (lead, and a fubflitute or fubflitutes having been found agreeable to the 
directions of this Act, it is hereby enacted and declared, That the father or mother of fucli 
minor, and the mafler or miflrefs of fuch apprentice* fhall be liable to the payment of Inch 
fum or fums of money as it fhall cofl to procure fuch fubflitute or fubflitutes: And alfo in 
cafe fuch fubflitute or fubflitutes cannot be obtained, then to pay all fuch fines or funas of 
money as are impofed by this Act on fuch minor or apprentice.

And be it further enatfed by the authority aforefaid\ That if any parent, guardian, mafler 
dr miflrefs, of any perfon between the ages of eighteen and twenty-one years, or of any 
oth^r perfon made liable to fervein the Militia by this, Act, full think him or herfelf ag­
grieved, by any of the rates, fines, or film dr fums of money agreed for in the procuring 
of fubflitutes (and for the redrefs of which, no exprefs provifion is already made by this 
Act) he, fhe, or they may appeal to the Lieutenants and Juflices aforefaid, on the days and 
times before-mentioned, who are hereby required and enjoined to give attendance from day 
to day, as long as may be necefiary, at fuch convenient place or places as they fhall appoint; 
of which days and places of meeting, they fhall caufe due notice to be given to the inhabi­
tants, and then and there, the faid Lieutenants and Juflices fhall hear all fuch . appeals as 
may be made to them, arid fhall moderate or remit the faid rates arid fines as to them fhall,
appear juft and necefiary, in confideratiorf of inability of body or eflate only.

> **

And be it further em&ed by the authority aforefaid, That on the death, removal, or other 
incapacity of any of the^Lieutenants of the City and Gymties refpectively, the Sub-Lieute­
nants fhall continue to act, arid exercife all the authorities by this Act committed to them, 
until the General Affembly and the Supreme Executive Council fhall have appointed and
commiffioned another Lieutenant or Lieutenants in his or their room or flead.

*

And he it further ena&ed fry the authority aforefaid, That all the Lieutenants and Sub- 
Lieutenants to be appointed by virtue of tills Act, fhall regularly once in every fix months 
lay their accounts of the money received and expended by them before the General A trem­
bly, or any Committee appointed by them for that purpofe.

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Commiffioned Officer* 
Non-commiffioned Officer or Private Militia-Man of this State, who has, or hereafter 
may lofe a limb in any engagement, in the fervice of this State; or in the fervice of f:he 
United States of America, or be fo difabled as to render him incapable of getting a liveli­
hood, fhall receive during life, or the continuation of fuch disability, a penfion, not more 
than one half of the monthly pay, from and after the pay as an officer or private Militia-Man 
ceafes; flill fubject to be lowered, fo as to be made adequate to the neceffity of fuch difabled 
officer or private Militia-Man, by the judgment of the Orphans Court of the County where 
fuch difabled officer or private Militia-Man fhall dwell or refide. And every officer or 
private, difabled as aforefaid, fhall, before he be legally entitled to the penfion above-­
mentioned, produce a certificate from the Commanding Officer, who was in the fame en­
gagement in which he was wounded, or from fome other officer of the fame corps, qr the 
Surgeon that attended him : And upon fuch difabled officer, non-commiffioned officer or 

^private Militia-Man’s producing fuch certificate as aforefaid to the Orphans Court of the
H County



I 777,^ount’y where fuch difebfed officer, Or private Militia-Man fhall dwell or refide, the faid Court is
e__—thereby enjoined and required to give every fuch officer or private an order on the Lieutenant of the

faid County* for fuch fum or fums of money from time to time as to them Hi all appear juft and 
neceffiiry : And the laid Lieutenant is hereby enjoined and required to accept and pay the faid order, 
to fuch officer or private *, and the fiid Lieutenant ftiaftdrawon the State Treasurer as often as he 
lhall have ocrafion for fuch fum or fums of money as he (hall ittake appear to the Prefident and Coun- 

—cil to be neceffary for carrying this Law into execution.

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, Thitt if dtty officer, Nbrl-c'Orrimifiio'ned officer of 
private Militia-Man rt-fidmg in this State, having a family, lhall be killed dr die of his wounds re- 

n ceived in the fervice or tnis, or the United States, a certificate from fome officer, (who Was in the 
fame engagement in which he was fo killed or wounded) and died of his wounds) being produced to 
the Orphans Court, and alfo a certificate from the Overfeers of the Poor, and two other reputable 
Freeholders of the Townlhip, Borough, Ward or Didrift, where the family of fuch deceafed officer, 
.Non-commiffioned officer or private Militia-Man fhall dwell or refide at that time, fetting forth the 
particular circumftances of fuch family, the age or age's of the child or children and the neceflity of 
granting them fome fupport, the faid Orphans Court wheri jpoffeficd of the certificates aforefaid, are 
hereby authorifed to give an order in favour of fuch family, upon the Lieutenant of the County, for 
Inch lum of money as they may think juft and neceffary for the fupport of fuch family from time to 
time. Provided always, that the fupport granted do not exceed half the pdy that fuch officer, Non- 
commiffioned officer or private Militia-Man was entitled to at the time of fuch killing or WoUilding.

( *8 )
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Be it efiahted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Lieutenant, Sub-Lieutenant, Officer of the Mili-' 
ti.-i or Conftable, (hall be found guilty of any fraud, or willful partiality to any perfon, in the carrying 
this Aft into execution, (or (hall refufe ornegleft to do and perform, all and lingular the duties (other 
then military duties) required of him or them refpeftively by this Aft, and fhall be duly convifted 
thereof, by a Jury of his Country, before any Court of Record in this State, fuch Lieutenant, Sub* 
Lieutenant, Militia Officer, or Conftable, fhall for every fuch offence be fined at the diferetion of fuch 
Cou. t, in any lum not exceeding fifty pounds.

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That if any fuitor fuits fhall be brought or com­
menced againft any perfon, or perfons, for any thing done in purfuance of this Aft, the aftion fhall 
be laid in the County where the cauies of fuch aftion did arife, and not ellewhere. And the defendant 
or defendants in fuch action or actions to be brought, may plead the general iffue, and give this Aft 
find the fpecial matter in evidence * and if the Jury fhall find for the defendant oi*defendants in fuch 
aft ion or actions, or if the plaintiff or plaintiffs fhall be non-fuited or difeontinue his or their aftion of 
aftions, after the defendant or defendants fhall have appeared, or if upon demurrer* judgment fhall 
be given againfl the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defeniants lhall have treble cods, and have 
the like remedy for the fame, as any defendant or defendants hath or have in other cafes to recover 
cofts by Law.

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That the Following Rules and Regulations fhall 
be the Rules and Regulations by which the Militia fhall be governed.

I. Tf any Commiffioned Officer make ufe of any profane oath of execration when on duty, he fhall 
forfeit and pay for each and every fuch offence, the fum of Five Shillings^ and if a Non-commiffioned 
Officer or Private man be-thus guilty of curling or fwearing, he lhall forfeit and pay for each and every 
ffiich offence the fum of One Shilling.

II. Every M litia-Man, who, .on any of the days of exercife, fhall refufe to obey the lawful com­
mands of his fuperior officer, maybe fulpended from doing duty on that day*, and upon conviftiqa 
before a Courr-M irtial, lhall be fined, if a Commiffioned Officer, in a fum not exceeding Three 
Pounds, and if a Non-comrmffibncd Officer or Private, in any fum not exceeding Twenty Shillings.

III. Any officer or private man, who fhall begin, excite, caufe, join in, or promote any mutiny or 
difturbance in the battalion, troop or company to which he belongs, or in any other, battalion, .troop 
or compiny, lhall be fined or cenfured according to the nature of the offence, by a General or Regi­
mental Court-Martial.

IV. Any officer or private, man, who (hall ftrike his fuperior officer, oi* draw, or offer to draw, or 
fhall lift up any weapon, or offer any violence againft him, being in the execution of his office, (hall 
upon a conviftion - before a General or Regimental Court-Martial, be fined in a fum not exceeding 
Five Pounds.

V. Any commanding Or other officer, who (hall ftrike his inferior officer or private man, when 
on duty, upon conviftion before a General Court-Martial, fhall be fined in any fum not lefs than 
Five Pounds, and not exceeding Ten Pounds.

VI. Any officer or private man, who fhall make ufe of infolent, provoking, or indecent language 
while on duty, (hall fuffer fuch cenfureor fine as fhall be inflicted by a General or Regimental Court- 
Martial, according to the nature of the offence.

VlL



( .AJ> )
* VII; If ahy officer or private man (hall think himfeif injured by his dolonel or the corftttfAhding 
■officer of the battalion* and fhall* upon due application made to him be refufed redrcfs, he may com-» . 
plain to the Lieutenant of the County* who (hall fummoii a General Court-Martial that jufticc may
be done*

* „ «•
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. VIIT. If Any inferior officer Or private man, (hall think himfelf injured by his Captain, of other 
fupcrior officer in the battalicn, troop or company to which he belongs, he may complain to the 
Commanding Officer of the battalion, who (hall fummon a Regimental Court-Martial for the doing 
juftice, according to the nature 'of the Cafe. ...

!X. Afiy officer dr private man found drunk when under arm** (kail be fufpend&d froth doing 
duty in the battalion, company or troop on that day, and be fined, at the difcretion of a General of 
Regimental Court-Martial. * * v

X. Whatever ceptinel (hail be tound fleeping or drunk on his poft* or (hall leave it before he is 
regularly relieved, (hall be fined at the difcretion of a Court-Martial.

XI. Whatever commifiloiied officer ftull be convicted before a General Court-Martial of behaving 
ih a fcandaious Or infamous manner* Unbecoming vthe ehara&er of an officer and a gentleman* (hall 
be cafhiered or fined at the difcretion of a Court-Martial.

’XII. AH diforders and negle&s which officers of private men may be guilty of, to the pVqudicO 
Of the good order and military difcipline of the Militia df this State, are to be taken cognizance of 
by a General or Regimental Court-Martial, according to the nature and tjegree of the offence* and 
fuch officers or private men (hall be fined or cenfured at the difcretion of a Court-Martial;

XUl. fevery General (knirt-Martial (ball confift of thirteen members, fix of whom (hall be Cbffifc 
imilfioned Officers under the rank of a Field Officer, and fix Court-Martial Men, who (hall be drawn 
by lot out of the whole number of the battalibn, and thefe twelve are to choolc a President* who (bail 
be a F'ield Officer. i

XIV. Every Regimental Court-Martial (hall be com pofecl of (even members, thr£e officers* tlired 
Court Martial Men, and a Pfefident, who is to be a Captain* and to be chofen by the fix.

XV. In all Courts-Martial not lefs than two thirds of the members muff agree in every 
fentenee for inflicting any puniffiment, or othtrwife he ffiall be acquitted;

XVI; The Pfefident df each and eVery Court-Martial* whether Gehera) or Regimental*
$iall require all witnefies* in order to-the, trial of offenders, to declare on oath or affirmation* 
that the evidence they Giall give is the truth* the whole truth* and hothing bur the truth? 
and the members of all fuch Courts (hall take an oath or affirmation* which the Prefident is 
required to adminifter \o th6 other members, and the nfext in rank is required to adminiftef 
to him* that they will give judgment with impartiality; • 1 s

• Xvi!. All members of the Militia, called as witneffes in arty cafe before a CoU?t-Martial* 
who (hall refufe to attend and give evidence* (hall be cenfured or fined at the difcretion of 
the Court*
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XVIII. No Officer or Private Man being charged with tranfgreffing thefe Rules, Ihall be 
fuffered to do duty in the battalion, company or troop to which he belongs, until he hjs had 
his trial before a Court-Martial; and every perfon fo charged (hall be tried as foon as a Courts 
Martial can be conveniently afiembled.

XIX. The CfkcerS and Private Men of every compariy of Artiller^, or other company* 
jtrodp or party that is of (hall be annexed to any battalion* (hall be fubjedt to the command 
of the Colonei or Commanding Officer of faid battalion, and the Officers fhall fit as mem­
bers ot Courts-Martial in the fame manner as the Officers of any other company.

XX* No penalty fhall be infixed at the1 difcretion of a Court-Martial, other than de­
grading, cafhiering or fining * the fines for th6 Officers not to exceed Ten Pounds, and the 
fines for a non-commiffioned Officer or Private Man not to exceed Five Pounds for one fault;

XXL No company of battalion (hall meet at a tavern on any of the days of eXercife* hor 
ftiall march to any tavern before they are difeharged.

XXlL The Militia oh Says of exercife may be detained under arms* dh duty in thd 
field, any time not exceeding fix hours, provided they are not kept above three hour$ under4 
ferm6 at any one time* without allowing them a proper time fo refrefh themfelves.

Scxiif*
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ly-j-j. XXIII. Adjutants, Drummers and Fifers (lullreceive the following pay for every day of 
iervice they attend their refpeftive battalions or companies, by order of the Commanding 

. Officer. !
An Adjutant, Ten Shillings, a Drummer, Three Shillings, a Fifer Three Shillings. 

The Drum-Major and Fife-Mijor of every battalion, (hall receive each a Turn rot exceeding 
Twenty Shillings per week, and to be continued in pay as long as the Colonels of the feve- 
ral battalions (hall think neceffary j and it is required, that fuch Drum-Majors and Fife- 

' 'Majors'* when not in iervice on days of exercife, (hall be diligently employed in inftrufting 
a proper number of perfons for Drummers and Fifers of the feveral battalions.

XXIV. The Lieutenant of the County for the time being, fhall have full power of 
pardoning or mitigating any, cenfures or penalties .ordered to be inflifted for the breach of 
any of thefe articles by any General Court-Martial, and every offender convifted as aforefaid 
by any Regimental Court-Martial, may be pardoned, or have his penalties mitigated by 
the Colonel or Commanding Officer of the battalion, excepting only where fuch cenfures 
pr penalties are direfted as fatisfaftion for injuries received by one officer or private matt 
from another.

XXV. Upon the determination of any point by a Regimental Court-Martial, if the offi­
cer or private man concerned on either fide, thinks himfelf ftill aggrieved, he may appeal 
to a General Court-Martial, but if upon a fecond hearing the appeal appears groundlefs 
and vexatious, the perfon fo appealing fhall be cenfured at the diferetion of the faid Gene­
ral Court.

XXVI. Upon the death, refignation, promotion, or other removal of a Field Officer, or 
any other officer or Court-Martial Man from a battalion, troop or company, fuch vacancy 
is to be filled by the perfon fuch battalion troop or company fhall eleft.

XXVII. No officer or private man, fhall be tried a fecond time ' for the fame offence, ex-* 
cept in cafe of appeal.

XXVIII. All fines that fhall be collefted according to this Aft, by diredtion of any 
Court-Martial, and not otherwife appropriated, fhall be paid into the hands of the Clerk 
of the company to which the offenders belong, who fhall account for the fame to the Cap­
tain, to be applied to the purchafing powder and ball, to exercife the men at proper times at 
(booting at marks, and for prizes to the beft markfmen.

1
The fines that fhall be incurred in confeqiience of the breach of any of the above Regula­

tions (half be paid (if incurred by a Field Officer) to the Clerk of that company whofe Cap­
tain has the firft rank in the battalion, or (if incurred by any other Officer or Private) to the 
Clerk of the company to which they refpeftively belong, within three weeks after they be­
come due, but in cafe of negleft or refufal to pay any of the faid fines,* then in fuch cafe, 
upon application made by the Clerk to whom fuch fine or fines ought to have been paid, it 
fhall and may be lawful for any one Juftice of the Peace of the County (if the fine does not 
exceed Five Pounds) or two Juftices (if above Five Pounds) by warrant under his or their 
hands and feals, to levy fuch fine or fines refpeftively on the offender’s goods and chattels, 
and otherwife proceed in recovering the fame as is by Law directed in cafe of debts not ex­
ceeding Five Pounds, and when recovered the faid Juftice or Juftices are required to pay 
fuch fines into the hands of the Clerk who applied for the recovery. The fines fo recovered 
from the Field Officers to be difpofed of as the Officers of the battalion fhall think proper, 
and thofe recovered from the other Officers and Privates to be difpofed of as is herein before 
directed.

JOHN BAYARD, Speaker,

Faffed in General Affembly, March 17, 1777.

JOHN MORRIS, Junior, Clerk of the General Affembly,-
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An ACT to increafe the Wages of Ajfembly-Mdn.

WHEREAS in and by a certain Aft of the General Affembly of the Province of 
Pennfylvania, palled in the fourth year of the reign of the late Queen Ann, intitled “ An 
Aft to afeertain the number of Members of Affembly, and to regulate the Eleftions,” it was 

declared and enafted, That every Member chofen or to be Chofen to ferve in Affemblyfliould
bo




