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Securing the Privileges of the People.

A C T S
A N 1>

L A W S,
Pafled by the General Aflembly of the 

Rcprefentotives of the Freemen of the 
State of KKR MO NT, at their 
Seffion at Bennington, February nth,
A. D. 1779.

An Aft for fecuring the general Privileges of the Peo­
ple,- and eftablilhing Common Law and the Confti- 
tution, as Part of the Laws of this State.

ipO RA^ MXJCFI as the free Fruition of fucb Liberties md Friviteges 
as Humanityy Civility, and Chriflianity call for, as due to every Man, 

in his Place and Proportion, mthout Impeachment and Infringement', hath, 
been, and erocr will he, thePranquility andStahility of Churches and Common- Preambled 
wealths 5 and the Denial or Deprival thereof, the Difinrhame, if not Ruin of 
both: —'

M Ft ENACTED, and it is hereby enabled by the Reprefintaiives 
of the Freemen ofjthe State of Vermont, in General AJJemUy met, 
and hy the Authority of the fame. That no Man’s Life fliall be 
taken away *, no Man’s Honor or good Name ftained % no 
Man’s Perfon fliall be arrefted, reftrained, baniflied, difrnembcr- * -

TO, nor any Ways^punilhed ; no Man fliall be deprived of his Wife or damaged 
Children 5^ no Man’s Goods or Eftate fliall be tJtlcen away from him, nor ™ ^

any Ways indamaged, under Colour of Law, or Countenanceof Authority; 
unlels it be by Virtue of Ibme exprefs Law of this State, warj-antino- the

by the. General Aflembly ; or in Cale of the Defe^ of 
luch Law in any particular Cafe, by fomc plain Rule warranted by the 
Word of G O D. ^ That

No Man’s
Perfon or 
Property to 
be damaged,



ACfS Alfn LAnrs.

iS Forming and regalating the Militia.
i.i. *1

*3^

gimsQt.

An AA fot fdrmmg alii regiilatiag. the {illltia _
atid for Eticouragtment of Military SkiB, fm the
better Defence of this State.

it enuredj and if is here}/ eniMtd l^ theReprefentdfives the Ereem^
^ ibs itaU ^ Vermoac* in Gmrd A^mhlj mef^ md ^ tbs AMni^ 
fam^ That the Governor ol this State^ lor the Time ffiall bf
Captatn^Getieral and Cotneoirder in Chief 5 the Pep^y-rGovcrnoi;
for the Time being* flia!l be M^or-GeUerai, <?f and oyer all the 
Forces within the fame.

That all the military Companks in this State, lhall be fom^ inta 
Regiments, as tolloweth, viz. , .
‘ That the military Companies id the feveral Towns included in tfie 
Limits hereafter deferibed, viz. Beginning on the Weft Bank pf Cmue* 
lif«^-River, where the fame enters into the State of the Ma^aebafetts-pq/1 

of thence up laid River to the Northeaft Corner of the Tpwnihip or
the FhfiPvc- iPY^minJlerthence Weft by the Needle of the Compafs, to the County 

Line \ thence Southerly on faid Line^ ontil it comes to the North Line of 
the Majfaclwjetfs-B^/ aforefaid ; from thence Eaftcrly on faid Line^ to th^ 
Place of Beginning, be, and arc hereby made and declared to be one entire 
ana diftina: Regiment-, and (ball be djiftingoilhed and called by thcNaai§ 
of the Firft Regiment.

Thb military Companies in the feveral Towns and Gores included ih 
the Limits hereafter deferibed, viz. Beginning at the Southwell Corner 
of the Townfliip of Ppwnah ftQtn thence Northerly in the Line of ^

. State, to the Northweft Corner of Arlington; thence Eaft a parallel LinC| 
until it ftrikes the County Line ; thence Sputhedy on faid County Line, 
until it comes to the North Line of the State ot^Jfaehnfiffs-B^ 5 thence 
Wefterly on faid Mefaohttfens Line, to the Place of Beginning, be, apd is 
hereby made and declared to be one entire and diftindt Regimpt^ and 
ihaii be diftinguilhed and called by the Name of the Second Regiment.

The military Companies in the feveral Towplhips and Gores included 
inThcLimits hereafter deferibed, viz. Beginning at theNwhe# Corner 
of the Townlhip of fVefminJier., on CcnneSfkut-lXAvtTy and running Nor­
therly up faid River, to the Southeaft Corner of the Townlhip of iforwicb\ 
thence Wefterly on the Southerly Lines of the Towns of Norwich and 
Sharon^ and to continue the fame Courfe to the County Line % thence 
Southerly on faid Line, until it comes to the Northweft Corner of Ahc 
Firft Regiment thence Eaftcrly on faid Line, to the Place of JBeginning* 
be, and is hereby made and declared to be one entire and dfftinift Regimeut j 
and iall be diftinguilhed and called by the Name pf the ThirdRegiment.

The military Companies in the feveral Townlhips and Gores included | 
in the Limits hereafter deferibed, viz. Beginning at the Sputheaft Corner [ 
of the Townlhip of Norwich^ on the Weft Bank of Conm^kut’^wjtr 
thence running Northerly on faid River, until it conies to the Forty-fiftb 
Degree of Northern Latitude ; thence Weft on faid Line, unlil k^pmes 1 
to the County Line; thence Southerly on faid County Line, until it epm^ ! 
to the Northweft Corner of the Third Regiment; thence Eaftcrly-pa the | 
North Line of faid Third Regiment, to the Place of Beginning, b^ 
and is hereby made and declared to be one entire and diftin<ft Regi^ntii' 
and ftiail be diftinguilhed and called by the Name of the,p<^^kb Regioient.!

Tiw

Of the 2d.

Of the 3d.

Of the 4th.
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Forming and regnlating the Militia* \9

Bonnds oC 
the 5ih Re- 
giiaent.

Companlei 
dipidedj 
^here to be-

Regipieal$ 
to chafe Col* 
&c.

CoL to coa- 
fer with the 
Officers.

The Comfianjes inAf fcve>aj Townlhips and Gores incltided ift
the JLimits hereafter defcribed, viz. Beginning at theNorcheaft Gorner of the 
Second Regiment ♦, frorp thence running Northerly on Ihe County Line^> 
until it comes to the Forty-ftfth I3egree of North Latitude j thence run­
ning Weft OR Canada Line> Until it comes to.Lake-ChampIain t then turning 
Southerly on the Weft Line of this. State, uritillt comes to the Northweft 
Corner of the Second Regiment ^ thence running Eafterly with the North 
Line of the Second Regiment, until it comes to the fiVft-mentioned Bounds, 
tie, and is hereby made and declared to be one intire and diftlnd Regi­
ment *, and ftiall be diftinguiflied and called by the Name of the Fifth 
Regiment. ‘ \ „

That where, by the aforefaid Divifio.n, or by any Divifiort which fball 
be hereafter made, itihall loTiSppen that any of the faid military Companies 
fhall be divided, and put Part into one Regiment, and Part into another 
Regimentj .in fuch Cafe, fuph Company or Companies fhall belong to that 
Regiment, to which the major Rare of the Company doth belong.

That there fliall be in each Regiment, from '1 ime to Time, appointed^ 
by the Soldiery and Freemen within the fame, aColone], Lieutenant-Colo-" 
nel, and Major, who lhail be commiffioned by the Governor of this State 
for the Time being. "

That the Colonel, or Officer commanding in each Regiment, as often 
as he fhall fee Gaufe, fhall require the Captain, of chief Officer of each 
Company in his Regiment, to meet at fuch Fime and Place as*he fiiaii* 
appoint, to confer with them, and give in Charge fuch Orders as fhall by 
^hem, or the major Part of them, be judged meet, for the better ordering 
military Alrain, and promoting militarySkiil andDifclpline in faidRegii3:ent.
* And the laid Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major of each Regiment, 
,^re hei:eby impowered to dignify the feveral Companies belonging to their 
feipe^ive Regiments, calling to their Affiftance the commiffipned Officers 
of the rerpedrive Companies of faid Regiment.

And Be it further enaSted By the Authority aforefaid^ That all malePerfbns, 
Years of Age to fifty, fhall bear Arms, and duly attend all 

Muiters, and military Exerdfe of the refpeflive Troops and Companies, 
Where^ they are inlifted, or do belong, except Minifters of the Gofpel, 
Counfellors, Juftjces of the Peace, the Secretary, Judges of Probate, and 
Supenorand Inferior Courts, tfie Prefident, Tutors, and Students at Ccl- 

Schools, Mafters of Arts, allowed Phyficiahs and Surgeons, Repre- 
lentativcs or Deputies for die Time bang, School-Mffters, Attbimies at 
Caw, one Mpler to each Grift-Mill, Sheriffs and Cobftables for the Time 
being, conftant Jury--men, Tanners who make it their conftant Bufinefs, 
Mmed Perfons, or others difabled in Body, producing a Certificate thereof 

two able Phyficians or Surgeons, to the Acceptance of the two chief 
Uificew of the Company whereto the Perfbn feeking Difmjflion appertains, 
or m.the, chief Officets of the Regiment to which fuch Company belongs.

That every lifted Soldier and other Houfeholdcr, fhall always be pro­
vided with, and have in conftant Readinefs, a well fixed Firelock, thcBar-
lu ^ good Fire-arms, to
the Sacisfadion of the commiffioned Officers of the Company to which he
,^th belong, op in the Limits of which he dwells 5 a good Sword, Cutlaft, 

Bayonet; a Worm, .and Priming-Wire, fit for each Gun 1 a 
Larcouch-Box, or Powder-Horn and Bullet-Pouch 5 one Found of good

Powder^

To dignify 
Coinp^aies*

All Males 
from 16 10 
50,“0 atiend 
military cx- 
€rcife,cxcept

Soldiers and 
Houffiolders 
to be provid­
ed with Ae- 
comramcata
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20 Forming and regulating the Militia

Powder 5 foqr Pounds of Bullets fit for his Gun, and fix good Flints 5 ogi 
Penalty of Eighteen Shillings, for want of fuch Arms and Ammunition as 
is hereby required^ and Six Shillings for each Defeat ; and a like Sum for 
every four Weeks he fhall remain unprovided That each Company lhall 
chule fome.fuitable Perfon to be Clerk, who lhall be fworn to the faithful 
Difcharge of his Office, before fbme Counfellor or Juftice of the Peace,

Clerk to be 
chefea and 
fworn.

The Ojlh.

To attend 
and call the 
Roll.

Clerk’s doty.

Tenalty for 
neglect.

To execute 
warrants lor
fines.

IleldOfii *ers 
to call their 
kegtoaents 
together,&c.

which Oath fhall be adminiftefed in the Words folio winj^, viz.

--------- Jo folemnly fwear hy the everUving God, that you mil
faithfully execute the Office of Clerk of the military Compafty of Foot, com'-
manded by Captain------------ --  until another Jhall be cbofen and f^mrn in your
Room; and will do equal Right and Jiiftice to all Men, to the hefi of your fudg- 
nunt and Abilities, according tq Law, So help you God,

And every Clerk lb cholen and fworn, ffiall give his Attendance in the 
Field, with jiis Sword by his Side, on every of the mutter of training Days, 
by his Captain or chief Officer appointed, to call over the Roll of the Sol­
diers, and to take Notice of their Defe<5ls, by their Ablence or otherwife.

And every fuch Clerk ttiall take an exad Lift of all th^oldiers within 
his Limits, twice in every Year at Icatt, and deliver to the^aptain or com­
manding Officer of the Company of which he is CIcpk, a true Copy of 
fuch Lift twice in every Year if thereto require 5 and alfo deliver a true 
and exa<5t Account of the Number of Officers and Soldiers contained in 
his Lift, to the Colonel or chief Officer of the Regiment to which faid 
Company belongs, attefted by him as Clerk, fome Time in the Month of 
April annually, and oftner if by fuch chief Officer required ; on Penalty of 
forfeiting the Sum of Ten Pounds for every fuch N^gle<5t, to the Ufe of 
the Company to which he belongs; which Fine ftiall be levied byDiftrefs 
and Sale of the Offender’s Goods, by Warrant from the chief Officer o{ laid 
Company, direfted to the' Conftable of the Town in which laid Clerk 
dwells.

And every fuch Clerk is hereby authoriled and required to execute all 
lawful Warrants, by his fuperior’Officers to him d;re<5fed, and for the 
levying any Fine or Fines on Delinquents, together with necelLry 
Charges arifing thereon ; being by Virtue of fuch Warrant as fully impow- 
ered thereeo as Conftablcs arc in other Cafes, and ftiall have the fame Fees, 
and ftiall account for fuch Fines to the chief Officer of the Company 
whereto he belongs.

That the Colonel or chief Officer of each Regiment, lhall be, and is 
hereby impowered and authoriled, upon any. Claim, Invafion, or Notice 
of the Appearance of an Enemy, cither by Water or Land, to aflemble in 
military Array, and put in warlike Pofture, the whole'Militia of the Regi­
ment under his Command, or fuch Part of them as he flif.U think Needful i 
and being fo alarmed, to lead, conduct, and employ them, as well with­
in the Regiment whereto they belong, as in any other adjacent Place in this 
State; for the affifting, fecuring, and relieving, any of the Subjects of the 
United and Independant States of America, or their Forts, Towns, or Pla­
ces, that lhall be afiauked by any Enemy, or in Danger thereof 5 and with 
them, by Force of Arms, to enccuncer, repel, purfue, kill and deftroy 
fuch Enemy, or any ot them, by any fitting Ways, Encerprizes or Means 
whatfoever. .
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