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Securing the Privileges of the People. I
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An A& for {ecuring the geﬁeral Privileges of the Peo-
ple, and eftablithing Common Law and the Confti~
tution, as Part of the Laws of this State.

FO RASMUCH ai the free Fruition of Juch Liberties and Privileges

as Humanity, Civility, and Chriftianity call for, as due to every Man,
in bis Place and Proportion, witheut Impecchment and Infringenient, kath.
been, and ever will be, the Tranquility and Stakility of Charches and Common- Preamble:

;vezzlfb.r 3 and the Denial or Deprival thereof, the Diflurbauce, if not Ruin of
(114 -

E IT ENACTED, anditis berehy énasted by the Reprefentatives
of tke Freemen of the State of Vermont, in General Affenbly met,
and by the Authority of the [ume, That no Man’s Life hall be  No Mans
taken away ; no Man’s Honor or good Name ftained ; no  Perfos or
* Man’s Perfon fhall be arrefted, reftrained, banithed, difiember- Property to
ed, nor any Ways. punifhed ; no Man fhall be deprived of his Wife or Dt damaged,
Children 3_no Man’s Goods or Eftate fhall be taken away from him, nor but by Law.
any Ways indamaged, under Colour of Law, or Countenance of A uthority 3
_ unlefs it be by Virtue of fome exprefs Law of this State, warranting the
fame, eftablithed by the.General Aflembly ; or in Cae of the Defe& of

fuch Law in any particular Cafe. by fome plair Rule by il
Word of GO}%,P S, by ¢ plar Kule warranted T}thA 1;:
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18 Forming and regularing the Militia.

N

An A& for forming and regulating the Milita 3
and for Encouragement of Military Skill, for the
better Defence of this State. .

DF it enatied, and it is bereky enafZed by the Reprejenintives of ihe Freemeny of
the State of Vermong, in General dffembly mer, and &y the Autbority of the
fame, That the Governor ot this State, for the Time buing, {hall be

Captain-General and Commander in Chief; and the Peputy-Gavernor

for the Time being, thall be Mdor-General, of and over all the military

Forces within the fame.

TraT all the military Companies in this Siate, fhall be . formed inta
Regiments, as tolloweth, viz. ‘ ‘

TuaT the military Companies in the {everal Towns included ip the -

Limiis hereafter defcribed, viz. Beginning on the Weft Bank of Comrecs
. ticus-River, where the fame enters into the State of the Maffachufeits-Bay 4
Bounds of from thence up faid River to the Northeaft Corner of the Townthip of
tae FiriiRo- Frefminfer 5 thence Weft by the Needle of the Compals, to the County
giment. Line; thence Southerly on faid Line, until ir comes to the North Line of
the Afaffechnfzizs-Bay aforefaid 3 from thence Eafterly on {aid Line, to the

Place of Beginning, be, and are hereby made and declared to be ore entire

zad ¢iltinét Regiment; and fhall be diftinguithed and called by the Namg

of the Firft Regiment. .

Txg military Companies in the feveral Towns and Gores igcluded in
the Limits hercafter defcribed, viz. Beginning at the Southweft Corner
of the Townfhip of Pswsnal; from thence Northerly in the Line of this

,State, to the Northweft Carner of Arlington ; thence Eaft a parallel Line,
' until it ftrikes the County Line; thence Seutherly on faid County Line,
Of the 24.  uatil it comes to the Norch Line of the State of Majfachyferts-Bay 5 thence
. Wefterly on faid Mafachujesss Line, to the Place of Beginning, be, and is
hereby made and declared to be ope entire and diftinét Regiment; and

fhall be diftinguithed and called by the Name of the Second Regitment.

Tur military Companies in the feveral Townfhips and Gores included
in‘the Limits hereafter defcribed, viz. Beginning at the Northealt Carner
of the Townthip of #efiminfier, on Connefficut-River, and running Nor-

Of the 3d. therly up faid River, to the Southesft Corner of the Townthip of Norwich s
thence Wefterly an the Southerly Lines of the Towns of Narwick and
Sharon, and to continue the fame Counrfe to the County Line 5 thence ¥
Southerly on faid Line, until it comes to the Northwett Corner of the |
Firft Regimene ; thence Eafterly on faid Line, to the Place of Beginning,
be, and is hereby made and declared to be one entire and diftinét Regiment 3
and fhall be diftinguifhed and called by the Name of the ThirdRegiment,
Tre military Companies in the feveral Townthips and Gares included |
in the Limits hereafter defcribed, viz. Beginning at the Southeaft Corner |
of the Townthip of Norwich, on the Weft Bank of Comvefficus-River 5
thence running Northerly on faid River, until it comes to the Forty-fifch '
Degree of Northern Latitude ; thence Weft oo fard Line,. nn;il“it;cpmes] |
to the County Line ; thence Southerly on faid County Line, vatil itcomes
to the Northweft Corner of the Third Regiment; thence Eafterly-on the'
‘North Line of faid Third Regiment, w the Place .of Beginning, bg, .
and is hereby made and declared to be one entire and diftin€t Regiment,;' |
‘and fhall be difiinguithed and called by the Name of the Fourth Regiment. |

- Of the 4th.
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_ Tae military Companies in.the fevera] Townfhips and Gores included in
the Limits hereafter defcribed, viz. Beginning at the Northeaft Corner of the
Second Regiment ; from thence funning Northerly on ‘the Counity Line,
until it comes ta the Forty-fifth Degree’of North Latitude; thence run-
ping Weft or Canada Line, until it comes to, Lake-Champlain ; then turning
Southerly on the Weit Line of this State, until it comes to the Northweft

Corner of the Second Regiment ; thence running Eafterly with the North .-

Line of the Second Regiment, until it comés to the firftzmentioned Bounds,
be, and is hereby made and declared to be onie intire and diftin& Regi-
ment; and (hall be diftinguithed and called by the Name of the Fifth

-

" ‘T'mar where, by the aforefaid Divifion, or by any Divifion which fhall -

be hereatter made, it fhall {0 happen that any of the faid military Companies
fhall be divided, and put Part into one Regiment, and Partinto another
Regiment ;.in fuch Cafe, fuch Company or Companies fhall belong to that
Regiment, to which the major Part of the Company doth belong.

IS

Tuar there fhall be in each Regiment, from 1ime ‘to Time, appointed_

by the Soldiery and F reemen within the fame, a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colo-
nel, and Major, who fhall be commiffioned by the Governor of this State
for the Time being. ’ - ’

Taar the Colonel, or Officer commanding in each Regiment, as often
as he thall fee Caufé, fhall require the Captain, or chief Officer of each
Company in his Regiment, to meet af fuch Time and Piace as-he {hall:
appoint, to confer with them, and give in Charge fuch Giders as fhall by
them, or the major Part of them, be judged meet, for the better ordering

ailitary Affairs, and promoting militarySkill andDifcipline in faidRegiment.

Anp the faid Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major of each Regiment, .

are hereby impowered to dignify the feveral Companies belonging to their
refpective Regiments, calling to cheir Afliftance the commiffioned Officers
of the refpective Companies of faid Regiment.

And bé it fursber enacied by the Authority aforefsid, That all male Pecfons,
from Sixteen Years of Age o fifty, fhall bear Arms, and duly attend il

Mutters, and military Exercife of the refpective Troops and Companies,

where they are inlifted, or do belong, except Minifters of the Gofpel,
€ounfellors, Juftices of the Peace, the Secretary, Judges of Probate, and
Superior and Inferior Courts, the Prefident, Tutors, and Students at Col-
legiate Schools, Matters of Arts,
fentatives or Deputies for the Time being, School-Mafters, Attornies at
Law, one Miller to each Grift-Mill, Sheriffs and Coritables for the Time
‘being, conftant Jury-men, Tanners who make it their conftant Bufinefs,
Jamed Perfons, or others difabled in Bedy, producing a Certificate thereof
from two able Phyficiaus or Surgeons, to the Acceptance of the two chief
Officers of the Company whereto the Perfon feeking Difmiflion appertains,
or of the chief Officers of the Regiment to which fuch Company belongs.:

. THAT every lifted Soldier and other Houfeholder, fhall always be pro-
vided with, and have in conflant Readinefs, a well fixed Firelock, the Bar-
‘rel not lefs than three Fect and a Half long, ar other good- Fire-arms, to
the Satisfaction of the commiffionéd Officers of the Company to which he
.doth belong, or-in the Linits of which he dwells ; 4 goocd Sword, Cutlafs,

Tomahawk or Bayoner ; a Warm, .and Priming-Wire, fit for éach -Gun ;.

Cartouch-Box, of good

ot Powder-Horn ‘and Bullet-Pouch ; cne Pound
: : - Powder;
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Forming and regulating the Militia.
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Powder ; four Pounds of Bullets fit for his Gun, and fix good Flints ; op
Penalty of Eighreen Shillings, for want of fuch Arms and Ammunition as
is hereby required; and Six Shillings for each Defect ; and a like Sum for
every four Weeks he fhall remain unprovided ¢ That each Company fhall
chufe fome.fuitable Perfon to be Clerk, who fhall be fworn to the faithful
Difcharge of his Office, before fome Counfellor or Juftice of the Peace,
which Oath fhall be adminiftered in the Words follo wing, viz.

You - do folemnly fweor by ibe everliving God, that you will

The Outh.  fuihfully execute the Office of Clerk of the military Company of Foot, com-

To attend
aod call the
Roll.

Clerk’s daty.

Peralty for
neglect.

To exscute
warrants for

Hines.

¥ieldOffi -ers
to call their

Regiments
together,¥c.

manded by Caplain — until another fhall be chofen and fworn in your
Roour and will do equal Right and Fuftice to all Men, to the beft of your Fudg-

sicit and dbil:ties, according tq Law. So belp you God.

Avwnp every Clerk fo chofen and fworn, fhall give his Attendance in the
Field, with his Sword by his Side, on every of the mufter oy training Days,
by his Captain or chief Officer appointed, to call over the Roll of the Sol-
diers, and to take Notice of their Defedts, by their Abfencp or otherwife,

Anp every fuch Clerk fhall take an exadt Lift of all theSoldiers within
his Limits, twice in every Year at leaft, and deliver to the Caprtain or com-
manding Officer of the Company of which he is Clegk, a true Copy of
fuch Luft twice in every Year if thereto requiréd ; and-alfo deliver a true
and exact Accouat of the Number of Officers and Soldiers contained in
his Lift, to the Colondl or chief Officer of the Regiment to which faid
Company belongs, -attefted by him as Clerk, fome Time in the Month of
April annually, and oftner if by fuch chief Officer required ; on Penalty of
forfeiting the Sum of Ten Pounds for every fuch Neglet, to the Ute of
the Company to which he belongs : which Fine fhall be levied by Diftrefs
and Sale of the Offender’s Goods, by Warrant from the chief Officer of faid
Company, directed to the Conftable of the Town in which faid Clerk
dwells. . o

Anp every fuch Clerk is hereby authorifed and required to execute all
lawful Warrants, by his fuperior Officers to him direéted, and for the -
levying any Fine or Fines on Delinquents, together with neceflary
Charges arifing thereon ; being by Virtue of fuch Warrant as fully impow-
ered thereto as Conftables are in other Cafes, and fhall have the fame Fees,
and fhall account for fuch Fines to the chief Officer of the Company
whereto he belongs.

Trat the Colonel or chief Officer of each Regiment, fhall be, and is
hereby impowered and authorifed, upon any Claim, Invafion, or Notice
of the Appearance of an Enemy, either by Water or Land, to affemble in
military Array,and put in warlike Pofture, the whole'Militia of the Regi- -
ment uader his Command, or fuch Part of them as he fhell think Needful ;
and being fo alarmed, to lead, condu&, and employ them, as well with=
in the Regiment whereto they belong, as in any other acjacent Place in this
State 5 for the affiling, fecuring, and relieving, any of the Subjeéls of the
United and Tadependant States of America, or their Foits, Towns, or Pla-
ces, that fhail be affaulted by any Enemy, or in Danger thereof ; and with .
them, by Force of Arms, to enccunier, repel, purluve, kill and deftroy
fuch Enemy, or any ot them, by any futing Ways, Enterprizes or Means
what{oever. - : L
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