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fan A C T for eftablijhing a Militia within this State.

i. TIT HERE AS a well regulated Militia is the proper 
VV and natural Defence of a free State, and as the Laws 

heretofore made .for the Regulation thereof, are found to be 
inadequate to the good Purpofes thereby intended, Be it there
fore Enabled by the General Ajftmhly of Delaware, and it is hereby En
abled by the Authority of the fame, 1 hat the late Lieutenants and 

,Sub-Lieutenants in each County of this State, fhall, and they 
are hereby dire£ted, within one Month from the palling of this 
.A&, to deliver to the Colonel, or Commanding Officer of each 
.Battalion in his County, a true Tranfcript from his Book, as far 
as relates, to the^Diftricb or Divifiomfor fuch Battalion refpeflive- 
ly, and the Sub-Divifions for Companies therein, and the De
le ripdons of .fuch Sub-Divifions : Whereupon the Colonel, or 

'Commanding Officer of each Battalion fhall deliver a Defcrip- 
tion of each Sub-Divifion reflectively to the Captain or Com
manding Officer of that Sub-Divifion or Company, who, in the 
Month of April, in every Year, fhall make an-exact Retu;n to 

ithe faid Colonel or Commanding Officer of the Battalion, of the 
Names andrSumames of every able-bodied effective Male white 
Inhabitant between the Ages of eighteen and fifty Years, then 
refiding in his Sub-Divifion^ and what Arms and Accoutrements 
each Man, mentioning him, is poffeffed of; a Copy of which 
Return, the faid Colonel or Commanding Officer fhall immediate- 
ly .tranfmit to the Prefident or Commander in Chief.
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2. And he it. Enabled, That the Prefident or Commander in Chief, 
in Cafe of the Vacancy of the. Place of a Colonel in any of the Re
giments of Militia of the State, may'and fhall iffue a Commiffion 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant of\the Regiment in which 

duch Vacancy is, or may happen, to the Lieutenant-Colonel 
.of fuch Regiment; .anddn .Cafe of the Vacancy of the Place 
tof Lieutenant-Colonel or Major of any Regiment, or of the 
Place of Captain, Lieutenant or Enfign of any Company 

.■b©£ a Regiment, that the Prefident or Commander in Chief
A may
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may and ft all appoint fiich Perfom, as he ilia 11 judge me ft fuit- 
able to fill fuch Vacancy, .and iftue a Commiilion to him ac
cordingly.

3. And he it Enabled, That the Field Officers of each Battalion 
fhall appoint a Quarter-Mafler, and Adjutant a Drum and a Fife- 
Major, for the Battalion*, and the commifiioned Officeis of each 
Company fhall appoint four Serjeants, four Corporals, one 
Drum and one Fife, for their refpeclive Companies, every of 
whom, not being one of the People called Quakers, fhall fe- 
verally ferye for one Year, in the refpeclive stations to which 
they may be fo appointed, under the Penalty of 'Three Pounds, 
to be recovered and applied as Fines and Forfeitures under 
Five Pounds are herein after directed to be,recovered and ap
plied.

4. And he it Enacted* That in the Month of April next enfuing, 
the Captain or Commanding Officer of each Company fhall 
call the Perfons enrolled therein together, giving due Notice* 
and fhall divide them into eight Gaffes, as nearly equal in Num
ber to eacli other; as conveniently may be, allotting a Serjeant 
or a Corporal on the Roll to each Ciafs, and eight Slips of 
Paper numbered refpectiveiy firm one to eight being prepared, 
every Private dial! determine, by drawing a Ballot, what Gaff 
he is to ferve in * and in Cafe any of the Perfons enrolled as
aforefaid, fliall neglect to attend at the Time and Place ap
pointed for claffing the fa id Company, or if prefent, fhall rc- 
fufe to draw as aforefaid, then the laid Captain or Command
ing Officer thereof fliall appoint one d 2 fin tore lied Freeholder, 
to draw for the Abfentees or Perfons fo refilling ; and when 
the Gaffes fhall be fo fettled, the Captain or Commanding Of
ficer of each Company, fhall form a Roll confiding of the eight 
Gaffes, and the Names and Surnames of the Men in each Ciafs, 
numbered according to the Order of Ballotting, which he fhall 
keep for his own Ufe and Direction, tranfmitting forthwith a 
Copy thereof, with a Lift of -his commifiioned and non-commiff 
fioned Officers prefixed, to the Colonel or Commanding Offi
cer of the Battalion, who fhall enter the fame in his Book : 
And the faid Captain or Commanding Officer fliall in the 
Month of Aprils in the Year of cur Lord One Thoufand Seven 
Hundred and Eighty-three, and in the Month of April in eve
ry fucceeding Year, add to, the faid Roll the Names and Sur
names of all fuch Male white Inhabitants between the Ages 
aforefaid, who in the, next preceding twelve Months have re* 
moved to and are then refiding in that Sub-Diviiion, or have 
therein attained to. the Age of eighteen Years, except as herein 
.after are excepted, annexing them relpeflively to fuch Ciafs or

,, .Gaffes
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Claffes as may dill render all the ClaffeS of a Company as 
nearly equal in Number to each other as conveniently may be.

5. And be it Enabled, That every ‘Company fhall be duly exer- 
cifed and inftrucled once in every Month, except the Months £fickSff6* 
of July, January and February, at fuch Time and Place as the 
Captain or Commanding Officer fhall direct, and every Battalion 
fhall alfo be reviewed twice in every Year, and be properly 
trained and difciplined, at fuch Time and Place as the Colonel 
or Commanding Officer fhall direct, and at fuch other Times 
and Places as the Prefident or Commander in Chief fiiall think 
neceffary, and fhall order; fuch Days of Review to be conii~ 
dered as the Day of Exercife for that Month.

6. And be it Enabled, That every Perfon between the Ages of 
eighteen and fifty, or who may hereafter attain to the Age of 
eighteen Years (Clergymen and Preachers of the Gofpel of every 
Denomination, Judges of the Supreme Court, Sheriffs, Keepers of 

, the public Gaols, School-Mafters teaching a Latin-School, or hav
ing at leaft twenty Engiiih Scholars, and indented Servants bona 
Fide purchafed, excepted) who is rated at Six Pounds, or up
wards, towards the Payment of public Taxes, Hi all, at his own 
Expence, provide himfelf; and every Apprentice, or other Per
fon, of the Age of eighteen and under twenty-one Yeats who hath 
an Eilate of the Value of Eighty Pounds, or whole Parent is rat
ed at Eighteen Pounds towards the public Taxes, fhall, by his Pa
rent or Guardian, reflectively, be provided with a Muiket or Fire
lock with a Bavonet, a Carlouch-Box to contain twenty-three Cart-o . /
ridges, a Priming-Wire, a Bruih and fix Flints, all in good Order,
on or before the fir ft Day ob June next, and fhall keep the fame by 
him at all Times, ready and fit for Service, under the Penalty of 
Twenty Shillings for every two Months Neglect or Default, lobe 

. paid by fuch Perfon, if of full Age, or by the Parent or Guardi
an of fuch as are under twenty-one Years, the fame Arms and

' 4f “

Accoutrements to be charged by the Guardian to his Ward, and 
allowed at fettling the Accounts of his Guardianlhip.
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7. And be tt Enabled, That every Male white Perfon within this 
State, between the Ages of eighteen and fifty, or who fiiall 
hereafter attain to the Age of eighteen Years (Clergymen and 
Preachers of the Gofpel of every Denomination, Members of 
the General Affembly, Juftices of the Supreme Court, Jufdccs 
of the Courts of Common Pleas, Juffices of the Peace, Sheriffs, 
Keepers of the public Gaols, School-Mailers teaching a Latin 
School, or having at lead twenty Engiiih Scholars, and in
dented Servants bona Fide purchafed, excepted) fiiall attend at 
-the Times and Places appointed in Purfuance of this Aft for

the

Pc new on 
Pi j votes Wr

a:iee; 5zc*



3?4-

Continuance 
ef this Adi.

Former AfcU
repealed.

1 16 3
.general Iffiie and give this Aft In Evidence.; and if the Plaintiff 
in fuch Suitor Aftion (hall difcontmue the fame, be nonfuited, 
or a Verdict pafs againft him, or Judgement be given againft him, 
he {hall .pay the Defendant treble-CoIts.

*

42. And be it EnaRed> That this Act fliall continue in Force fo 
long as the prefent War between the United States of America and 
Great-Britain {hall continue, and from thence until the End of
the Sitting of the next General Affembly, and no longer.

43. And be it Enabled, That an Aft of the General A fie mbIy of j 
this State, intituled,<e An Aft for eftablifhing a Militia within this L 
State,” another Aft, ^intituled, A Supplement to an Act for p 
eftablifhing a Militia within this State,” and another Act, intituled, 6 

An additional fupplementary Aft to the Aft, intituled, An Aft p 
for eftablifhing a Militia within-this State,” be and are hereby! 
repealed and made void ; except fo far as relates to the Duty of 
Treafurers of Battalions reflectively, who fhall continue to act 
•until the Treafurers herein before directed to be appointed {ball; 
.be chofen. , I

Signed, by Order of the Hovfe of Affembly,
SIMON KOLLOCK, Speaker.

Signed, by Order of the Council,
THOS. -COLLINS, Speaker..

"Faffed at 'Dover,
February g, 17820
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