oy
: mﬁx%mmammﬁ ﬁmxm»x»xw\zwﬁ

‘A C T S:

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

P ™
OF THE. 77 000
i sy B [

'5.
‘h

:{.0}{3& RN

; »*"Wﬁ}‘if

3
kY

%, #%,
A

M

<

AtaSESSION be natDOVER on
the Twentieth Day of Oétober 1781,
4and continued by Adjournments:

Being their Sixth SESSION:
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309.
Anno Millefimo €eptingentefimo
O&ogefimo fecundo.

An A C T for effablifbing a Militia within this Staie.

i. X/V HEREAS a well regulated Militia is the proper
‘ and natural Defence of a free State, and as the Laws
heretofore made .for the Regulation thereof, are found to be
inadeqnate to the goad Purpofes thereby intended, Be it there-
fore Enalled by the General Affembly af Delaware, and it s heredy En-
afted by the Authority of the fame, ‘1hat the late Lieutenants and
.Sub-Lieutenants in each County of this State, fhall, and they
.are hereby direfled, within one Month from the pafling of this
A&, to deliver to the Colonel, or Commanding Officer of each
‘Battalion in his County, a true Tranfcript from his Book, as far
as relates to the Diftrict er Divifion.for fuch Battalion refpeflive-
1y, and the Sub-Divifions for Compamnies therein, and the De-
fcriptions of fuch Sub-Divifions: Whereupon the Colonel, or
:Commanding Officer of each Battalion fhall deliver a Delcrip-
tion of each Sub-Divifion refpeétivély to the Captain or Com-
-manding Officer of that Sub-Divifion or Company, who, 1n the
Month of Apl, in every Year, {hall make an.exalt Retusn to
:the faid Colonel or Commandirg Oflicer of the Battalion, of the
‘Names and8urnames of every able-bodied effettive Male white
-Inhabitant between the Ages of eighteen and fifty Years, then
-refiding in his Sub'Divifion; and what Arms and Accoutrements
each Man, wmentioning him, .1s poflefled of; a Copy of which
Return. the faid Celonel or Commanding Cfficer fhall immediate-
1y .tranfmit to the Prefident or Commander in Chief.

. 2. And be it Enalled, That the Prefident or Commander in Chief,
.in Cafe of the Vacancy of the Place of a Colonel in any of the Re-
~giments of Militia of the State, may and fhall iflue a Commiflion
-of Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant of .the Regiment in which
duch Vacancy is, .or may “happen, to the Licutenant-Colonel
-of fuch Regiment;.and.in Cale of the Vacancy of the Place
«of Lientenant-Colonel or Major of any Regiment, or of the
Place of Captain, Lieutenant or Enfign of any Company

sef a Regiment, ‘that -the Prefident or Commander in "Chief
A may
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may ¢ and fhall a ppoint fuch Perlon, as he thall judge welt {uit-

able to fill {uch Vacancy, .and iffie a Commiffion to Lim ac-
coraingly.

3. And be it Enalled, That the Ficld Officers of each Battalion
fhall appoint a Quarter-Mafter, and Adjutant,a Drum and a Fife-
Major, for the Batt alion, and the cammlﬂzoned Oflicers of each
Company fhall appoint four Qer;canta, four Corperals, one
Drum and one Fife, for their refpedtive Companics, cvery of
whom, not being one of the Peeple calied Ouakerx fhall fe-
verally ferve for cne Year, in the refpective stations to which
they may be {o appomted, under the Penalty of Threo Pounds,
to be recovered nd applied as Fines and Forfcitures under
Five Pounds are hermn after direted to be recovered and ap-
plied.

i. Ard be @ Enalled, That in the Month of Afw! nexzt enfuing,
the Captam or Commanding (.,m, er of each Cowpany  {hall
call the Perfons enrollied zhm I together, mving du Notrce,

ana fhall divide them into eight Clc ﬁ%s, a3 neavlv 1al i Num-
ber to each other, as convuniently mavy be, allutmw a Serjeant
or a Corporal on the Rell to each Clafs, and eight Slips of
Paper numbered refpectively fiom one to eight being prcpared,
every Private fhall determine, by drawin 5; a Ballot, what Clafs
hc 1s to {erve in; and in Cafec any of the Perfons eurclled as

or fa1d, fhall neglect to atiend at the Tm’ze and Place ap-
vor clafling the {faid Company, or if prefent. fhali re-
7 as aForerauL then the faid Capmam cr Command-
: Lhereof {hall appoint one dilinterelted Freeholder,
d: the Abfentees or Perfens {o refuling; and when
1e C»} afles fhall be {o {ettled, the Captain or Commanding Gf-
cer of cach Company  fhall form a Roll cenfifting of the cight
iafles, and the Names and Surnames ef the Men in cach &,ms,
r}umuered ACCOoi dmw to the Crder of Ballotting, which he fhall
Leep for hze own Ufe and Direflion, {“”nﬁmmnw forthwith =2
Copy thereck, with a Ltﬁ. of . his commiflioned uﬂd non-commaii-
fioned GiHcers prefixed, to the Colonel or Commanding Ofli-
cer of the Battalion, who fhall enter the {ame in lis Eoo}
And the faid Captain or Commanding OGilicer fhall in the
Mounih of April, 1n the Year of cur Lord, One Thoufand Seven
Hundred and Eighty-three, and in the Month of Apri in eve-
ry fucceeding Year, add to the faid Rell the Names and Sur-
names of all fuch Male white Inhabitants between the Ages
aforefaid, who m the next preceding twelve Months have re
moved to and are then refiding in that Sub-Divilion, or hav
therein attained to the Age of elghtcen Years, except-as herein
-after are excepted, annexing them reip-.-,&x,velv to {uch Clafs er

) ‘Claﬂ es
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Claffes as may fiill render all the Claffes of a Company as
ncarly equalin Number to each other as conveniently may be.

And be it Enated, That every Company fhall be duly exer-
c1ft,d and inftruéted once 1n every Mounth, except the Months
of Fuly, Fanuary and February, at fuch Time and Place as ths
Captain or Commanding Ofhcer {hail direét, and every Battalion
fhall alfo be reviewed twice in every Year, and be pnopeﬂv

rained and difciplined, at fuch Time and Place as the Ceclonel
or Commanding OGflicer fhall diret, and at fuch other Timce
and Places as the Prefident or Commander in Cheef fhall thin
neceflary, and thall order; fuchi Days of Review to be coni
dered as the Day of Exercife for that Month.

‘:'1

6. And be it Enalled, That every Perfon between the Ages o

eighteen and fifty, or who may hereafter attain to the Age o
cighteen Years (Vlufrvn’*en and Preachers of the Gofpel of cvery

Ilenomination, juﬁwes of the Suprem@ Court ﬂewﬂ‘s K @t’pﬂ‘a of

.the public Gaols, fchool- \riaﬁ;ers teaching Lafm Schooi, or hav-
ing at leaft twenty Engliihi Schol ars, and indented Scervants Sons
Fide purchafed, cxzcepte d\, who is rated at Six Pounds, or up-

wards, towards the Payment of public Taxes, fhall, at his own
Expence, provide bi ?ndf and cvery Apprentice, or other Per

fon of the Age nf cighteen and under twenty-one Years who hiath
an Eflate of the Vaiue of Eighty Pounds, or whofe P (4.1 ent is rat-
ed at Fighteen Pounds tewards the public Taxes, [hail, by his Pa.
rent or Guardian, refpectively, be provided with a \’IU"iAﬁe. or Fire-
lock with a Bayonet, aCartouch-Boxtocontan twenty-three Cart-
ridges, a I unnnm\"virc. a Bruth and fix Flints, all in good Order,
on or before the fir{l Day of Fune next, and {hall keepthe {ame by
hun atall Tlmm, ready ar*d lit for Service, under the Penaity of
‘Twenty Shillings for ev"ry two Months Negleét or Default, to be
‘paid by fuch I’enon if of fuli Age, or by the Parent or Guardi-
anof fuch as are under tweaty-one Years, the {ame Arms and
Accoutrements to be charged by the Guardian te his Ward, and
allowed at fettling the Aceounts of his Guardianthip.

7. And be it Enafied, That every Male white Perfon within this
State, between the Ages of eighteen and iifty, or who fhall
hersafter attain to the Age of e1<*hteen Years \Llerwwnﬁz and
Preachers of the Golpel of every Depormn tion, Members of
the General Afﬂ,moly, Juftices of the Supreme Couzt Juftices

of the Courts of Common Pleas, juﬁlces of the Peace, Shenifs,

.Keepers of the public Gaols, School-Mallers teachmg a Laun
School, or having at leall twenty Englifh Scholars, and in-
dented Servants bone Iide purchafed, 6‘(C€u£“ﬁ) (hall attend at
4he Times and Places appeinted in Purfuance of this AQ for
the
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384.

Continuance

ef this At

Former Aéls
repealed.

general Iffue and give this A& tn Evidence; and if the Plaintiff}
.ar a Verdi& pafs againft him, or Judgement be given againft him,

e {hall pay the Defendant treble Colts.

long as the prefent War between the United States of America and
-Great-Britain Thall continue, and from thence untxl the End of ¢

until the Treafurers herein before diretted to be appointed fhall
" be cholen.

L6 7

in {uch Suit or Action fhall difcontmue the {ame, be nonfuited, !

42. And be it Enalled, That this A& thall continue in Force {o

the Sitting of the next General Aflembly, and no longer.

43. And bz it Enatled, That an A& of the General Affembly of |
this State, intituled,** An A& for eftablifhing a Militia within this |,
State,” another A&, :intituled, ° A Supplement to an Act for |
eftablifhing a Militia within this State,” and another Aét, intituied, ¢
“ An addluonal fupplementary A& to the A&, intituled, An n&
for eftablifhing a Militia within this State,” be and are hereby

3
o
x5
74

repealed and made void; exceptfo far as relates to the Duty of

Treafurers of Battalions refpectively, who fhall continue to act

&gmd by Order of the Houfe of Affembly,
SIMON I&OLLOCI& Speaker.

Signed, by Order-of the Council,
‘THOS. COLLINS, Speaker.

Paffed at Dover,
Feoruary 5, 1782,
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