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A

COLLECTION

OF THE

CONSTITUTIONS

OF THE

THIRTEEN

UNITED STATES, &c .

NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

W

In CONGRESS, at EXETER, Jan. 5, 1776 .

E, the Members of the Congreſs of the

colony of New-Hampshire, choſen and

appointed by the free fuffrages of the people of

ſaid colony, and authorized and impowered by

them to meet together, and uſe ſuch means,

and purſue ſuch meaſures, as we ſhall judge

beſt for the public good ; and,in particular to

eſtabliſh ſome form of government, provided

that meaſure ſhould be recommended by the

Continental Congreſs ; and a recommendation

to that purpoſe having beentransmitted to us

from
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from the faid Congreſs ; have taken into our

ſerious confideration the unhappy circum-

ſtances in which this colony is involved, by

means ofmanygrievous andoppreſſiveActsofthe

Britiſh Parliament, depriving us of our native

and conſtitutional rights and privileges ; to en-

force obedience to whichActs, a powerful fleet

and army have been ſent into this country by

the Ministry ofGreat-Britain, who have exer-

ciſed awanton and cruel abuſe oftheir power,

in deſtroying the lives and properties of the

coloniſts, in many places, with fire and ſword,

taking the ſhips and lading from many of the

honest and induſtrious inhabitants of this co-

lony, employed in commerce, agreeable to the

laws and cuſtoms a long time uſedhere :

The fudden and abrupt departure ofhis Ex-

cellencyJOHN WENTWORTH, Eſq. our late Go-

vernor, and ſeveral of the Council, leaving us

deſtitute of legiflation ; and no executive courts

beingopen to puniſh criminal offenders, where-

by the lives and properties ofthe honeſt people

ofthis colony are liable to the machinations

and evil deſigns ofwicked men :

Therefore, for the preſervation ofpeace and

good
4
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good order, and for the ſecurity of the lives

and properties ofthe inhabitants of this colony,

we conceive ourſelves reduced to the neceffity

of eſtabliſhing a Form ofGovernment, to con-

tinue during the preſent unhappy and unna-

tural conteſt with Great-Britain ; proteſting

and declaring, that we never fought to throw

offour dependence upon Great-Britain, but

felt ourſelves happy under her protection, while

we could enjoy our conſtitutional rights and

privileges ; and that we shall rejoice, if ſuch

a reconciliation between us and our Parent

State can be effected as ſhall be approved by

the Continental Congreſs, in whoſe prudence

and wisdom we confide.

Accordingly, pursuant to the truſt repoſed

in us, wedoReſolve, That this Congreſs aſſume

the name, power, and authority of a House of

Repreſentatives or Aſſembly for the colony of

New-Hampshire; and that the ſaidHouſe then

proceed to chuſe twelve perſons, being repu-

table freeholders and inhabitants within this

colony, in the following manner, viz. five in

the county of Rockingham, two in the county

of Strafford, two in the countyofHilſborough,

two
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two in the county of Cheshire, and one in the

county ofGrafton, to be a diſtinct and ſeparate

branch of the legislature, by the name ofa

Council for this colony, to continue as ſuch

until the third Wednesday in December next ,

any ſeven of whom to be a Quorum to do

buſineſs.

1

That ſuch Council appoint their Preſident ;

and in his abſence, that the ſenior Councillor

preſide..

That a Secretary be appointed by both

branches, who may be Councillor, or other-

wife, as they ſhall chooſe.

That no act or reſolve be valid, and put into

execution, unleſs agreed to and paſſed by both

branches ofthe legislature.

That all public officers for the faid colony,

and each county, for the current year, be ap-

pointedby the Council and Aſſembly, except

the feveral clerks of the executive courts, who

ſhall be appointed by the Juſtices of the re-

ſpective courts .

That all bills, refolves, or votes for raiſing,

levying, and collecting money, originate in the

Houſe of Repreſentatives .

D That

1
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That at any ſeſſions of the Council and

Aſſembly, neitherbranch ſhall adjourn for any

longer time than from Saturday till the next

Monday, withoutconſentofthe other.

Andit is further refolved, That ifthe pre-

fent unhappy diſputewithGreat-Britain ſhould

continue longer than this preſent year, and the

Continental Congreſs give no inſtructions or

directions to the contrary, the Council be

chofenby thepeople ofeach reſpective county,

in ſuch manner as the Council and House of

Repreſentatives ſhall order.

That general andfieldofficers ofthemilitia,

onanyvacancy, be appointedbythe twoHouſes,

and all inferior officers be choſenby the re-

ſpective companies .

That all officers of the armybe appointed

by the two Houſes, except they ſhould direct

otherwiſe in case ofany emergency.

That all civil officers for the colony and for

cachcountybe appointed,andthe time oftheir

continuance in office be determined, by the

two Houſes, except clerks, and countytrea-

furers, and recorders ofdeeds.

That a treafurer, and a recorder ofdeeds, for

each county be annually choſen by the people

ofeach county reſpectively; the votes for ſuch

officers
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officers to be returned to the reſpective courts

ofgeneral ſeſſions of the peace inthe county,

there to be afcertained, as the Council and Af-

ſembly ſhall hereafter direct.

That precepts, in the name of the Council

and Aſſembly, ſigned by the Preſident of the

Council and Speaker of the Houſe of Repre-

ſentatives, ſhall iſſue annually, ator before the

first day of November, for the choice of a

Council and Houſe of Repreſentatives, to be

returnedby the third Wednesday inDecember

then next enſuing, in ſuch manner as the

Council andAſſembly ſhall hereafter preſcribe.

In the HOUSE ofREPRESENTATIVES, Sept. 19,

1776.

VotedandResolved,

THAT as any new towns or fettle-

ments in this State ſhall increaſe in their num-

ber ofinhabitants from year to year, or from

timeto time,precepts ſhall iſſue for their fend-

ing Delegates to Council and Aſſembly, ſo as

tobe fully repreſented, according to their num-

bers,proportionable withotherpartsoftheState.

Sentup for concurrence, P. WHITE, Speaker.

In COUNCIL, Eodem Die.

Readandconcurred, E. THOMPSON, Sec.

Copy examinedper E. THOMPSON, Sec.

D2
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