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~COLLECTION'
CONSTIIUTIONS

T HIT RTEE N
UNITED STATES, &

NEWw-HAMPSHIRE.

In CONGRESS, at ExeTER, Fan. 5, 1776.
E, the Members of the Congrefs of the
colony of New-Hampthire, chofen and .

appointed by the free fuffrages of the people of
faid colony, and authorized and impowered by
them to meet together, and ufe fuch means,
and purfue fuch meafures, ‘as we thall judge
beft for the public good ; and, in particular to
eftablith fome form of government, provided
that meafure fthould be recommended by the
Continental Congrefs; and a recommendation

to that purpofe having been tranf{mitted to us
from
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from the faid Ceongrefs ; have taken into our
ferious. confideration the unhappy circum-
ftances in which this colony is involved, by
means of many grievousandoppreffive A&sof the
Britith Parliament, depriving us of our native
and cunftitutional rights and privileges ; to en-
force obedience to which Acts, a powerful fleet
and army have been fent into this country by
the Miniftry of Great-Britain, who have exer-
cifed a wanton and cruel abufe of their power,
"in deftroying the lives and properties of the
colonifts, in many places, with fire and {fword,
taking the thips and lading from many of the
honeft and induftrious inhabitants of this co-
lony, employed in commerce, agreeable to the
laws and cuftoms a long time ufedhere:
© The fudden and abrupt departure of his Ex-
cellency Joun WeENTwoORTH, Efq. our late Go-
vernor, and feveral of the Council, leaving us
deftitute of legiflation ; and no executive courts
being open to punifh criminal Qﬁ'cndcrs, where-
by the lives and properties of the honeft people
of this colony are liable to the machinations
and evil defigns of wicked men :
Therefore, for the prefervation of peace and

good
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good order, and for the fecurity of the lives
and properties of the inhabitants of this colony,
we conceive ourfelves reduced to the neceflity
of eftablithing a Form of Government, to con-
tinue during the prefent. unhappy and unna-
tural conteft with Great-Britain; protefting
and declaring, that we never fought to throw
off our dependence upon Great-Britain, but
felt ourfelves happy under her proteétion, while
we could enjoy our conftitutional rights and
privileges ; and that we fhall rejoice, if fuch

" a reconciliation between us and our Parent
State can be effeCted as fhall be approved by
the Continental Congrefs, in whofe prudence
and wifdom we confide. ,
Accordingly, purfuant to the truft repofed
in us, we do Refolve, That this Congrefs afflume
the name, power, and authority of a Houfe of
~ Reprefentatives or Aflembly for the colony of
New-Hampthire ; and that the faid Houfe then
proceed to chufe twelve perfons, being repu-
table freecholders and inhabitants within this.
'coiony, in the following manner, viz. five in
the county of Rockingham, two in the county
of Strafford, two in the county of Hilfborough,
two
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two in the county of Chethire, and one in'the
county of Grafton, to be a diftin& and feparate
branch of the legiflature, by the name of a’
Council for this colony, to” continue as fuch’
until the third Wednefday in December next 5
any feven of whom to be a Qprum to do
bufi nefs '

That fuch Council appoint their Prefident ;
and in hxs abfence, that the fenior Councillor
prefide. g

That a Sccrctary bc appomtcd by both
branches, who may be Councillor, or other-
wife, as they fhall choofe.

That no’act or refolve be valid, and put into
execution, unlefs agreed to and paflfed by both -
branches of the legiflature. ‘

That all public officers for the faid colony, '
and each county, for the current year, be ap-
poinicd' by the Council and Aflembly, except
the feveral clerks of the executive courts, who
fhall be appointed by the Juftices of the re-
fpective courts. .

That all bills, refolves, or votes for raifing,
levying, and colle&i‘n‘g money, originate in the
Houfe of Reprefentatives. |

o D ~ That
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That at any feflions of the Council and
Aflembly, neither branch fhall adjourn for any
longer time than from Saturday till the next

. Monday, without copfent of the other.

And it is further refolved, That if the pre-

{ent unhappy difpute with Great-Britain fhould

continue longer than this prefent year, and the -
Continental Congrefs give no inftructions or.
dire&tions to the contrary, the Council be -
chofen by the people of each refpc&xve county,
in foch manner as the Council and Houfe of
Reprefentatives thall order. '

“That general and field officers of the militia,
on any vacancy, be appointedby the two Houfes,
and all inferior officers be chofen by the Fe-
fpective companies. ‘

That all officers of the army be appointed
by the two Houfes, except they fhould direck
otherwife in cafe of any emergency.

That all civil officers for the eolony and for
cach county be appointed, and the time of their
continuance in office be determined, by the
two Houfes, except clerks, and couaty trea~
furers, and recorders of deeds.

_ That a treafurer, and a recorder of dce&s, fo:
each county be annually chofen by the people

ef each county refpectively ; the votes for fuch
officers
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officers to be returned to the refpe@ive courts
of general feffions of the peace in the county,
there to be afcertained, as the Council and Af-
fembly fhall kereafter direct.

That precepts, in the name of the Councxl
and Aflembly, figned by the Prefident of the
Council and Speaker of the Houfe of Repre-
fentatives, fhall iffue annually, at or before the
frft day of November, for the choice of a
Council and Houfe af Reprefentatives, to be
returned by the third Wedanefday in December
then next enfuing, in fuch manner as the
Council and Affembly fhall hereafter preferibe.
In the HousE ¢f REPRRSENTATIVES, Sqot 19,
: ~ - 1776,

Voted and Refolved, .

- THAT as any new towns_or fcttle-
ments in this State fhall increafe in their num-
ber of inhabitants from year to year, or from

~ time to time, precepts fhall iffue for their fend-

4ing Delegates to Council and Affembly, fo as

to be fully reprefented, according to their num-

bers, proportionable with other partsof the State. '
Sent up for-concurrence, P. WHITE, Speaker.

. Jn Copncir, Eodem Die.

. Read and concurred, . E. THOMPSON, Sec.

Copy examined per E. THOMPSON, Sec.
D2
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