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A COLLECTION of the CONSTITUTIONS of the
THIRTEEN UNITED STATES , &c.

NEWHAM PHS IR E

.

A

PART I.
The BILL of RIGHT &

ARTICLE I.

LLMen are born equally free and independent ; there
fore , all govern.nent of right originates from the peo-

ple , is founded in conſent , and inftituted for the general
good .
2. All men have certain natural , effential , and inhe-
rent rights ; among which are --

-

the enjoying and defend-
ing life and liberty --acquiring , poffeffing and protecting
property ---and in a word , of ſeeking and obtaining hapi-
nefs .

3
. When men enter into a ftate o
f fociety , they furrender

up fome o
f

their natural rights to that fociety in order to en-
fure the protection o

f

others ; and , without fuch a
n equiva-

lent , the furrender is void .

4
. Among the natural rights , fome are in their very na-

ture unalienable , becauſe n
o equivalent can b
e giving or re-

ceived for them . Of this kind are the rights of conscience .

5
. Every individual has a natural and unalienable right

to worlhip God according to the dictates o
f

his own con-
fcience , and reafon ; and no fubject ſhall be hurt , molested ,

o
r

reftrained inhis perfon , liberty or eftate for worshipping
God , in the manner and feafon most agreeable to the dic

tates
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powers they fhall continue to have , for and during the space

of one year from the day of their election , and no longer :
The laid council of cenfors .fhall alfo have power to call a
convention , to meet within two years after their fitting , if
there appear to them an abfolute necefity of amending any
article of the conftitution which may be defective , explaining
fuch as my be thought not clearly expreffed , and of adding
fuch as are neceffary for the prefervation of the rights and
happiness of the people : But the articles to be amended ,
and the amendments proposed , and fuch articles as are pro-
pofed to be added or abolished , fhall be promulgated at leaſt
fix months before the day appointed for the election of fuch
Convention , for the previous confideration of the people ,
that they may have an opportunity of inftructing their de
Tegates on the fubject .

DELAWARE .

1

DECLARATION ofRIGHTS and Fundamen
tal Rules of the Delaware State , formerly filed, The Go-
vernment ofthe Counties ofNewcastle , Kent and Suffex,
upon Delaware.

THATHAT a
ll government of right originates from the

people , is founded in compact only , and inſtituted
folely for the good o

f

the whole .

2
. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to

worship Almighty God according to the dictates o
f

their own '

confciences and underſtandings ; and that no man ought , o
r

o
f right can be compelled to attend any religious worship ,

o
r maintain any miniſtry , contrary to or against his own free

will and confent , and that no authority can or ought to be
vefted in , o

r

affumed by any power whatever , that ſhall in

any cafe interfere with , o
r
inany manner controul the right

of conscience , in the free exercife ofreligious worſhip .

3
. That a
ll perfons profeffing the chriftian religion , ought

for ever to enjoy equal rights and privileges in this ſtate , un-
lefs under coulour o

f religion , any man disturb the peace ,

The happiness , o
f fafety o
f fociety .

4. The



Confitution of Delaware.

The CONSTITUTION , or Syſtem of Government ,
agreeed and refolved upon by the Reprefentatives in full
CONVENTION of the Delaware State , formerly füd,
The Government of the Counties of Newraftle , Kent,
nd Suffex , upon Delaware ; the faid Reprefentatives being
chofen by the Freemen of the jaid State for that exprijs
Purpose.

"TKentandTHE government of the counties of Newcaftle ,
Kent and Suffex , upon Delaware , ffrall hereafter

in all public and other writings be called , The Delaware
State.

J
2. The legislature fhall be formed of two diſtinct branches .
They fhall meet once or oftener in every year , and fhall be
called , The General Affembly of Delaware .
3. One of the branches of the legislature fhall be called ,
The Houfe of Affembly , and fhall confift of feven reprefenta :
tives to be chofen for each county annually , of fuch perfons
as are freeholders of the fame.

4. The other branch fhall be called , The Council , and
confift of ninemembers ; three to be chofen for each coun--
ty at the time of the firft election of the affembly , who
fhall be freeholders of the county for which they are chofen ,
and be upwards of twenty - five years of age. At the end :
of one year after the general election , the counfellor whos
had the fmalleft number of votes in each county fhall be dif-
placed , and the vacancies thereby occafioned fupplied by
the freemen of each county choofing the fame or another
perfon at a new election in manner aforefaid . At the
end of two years after the firft general election , the coun-
fellor who stood fecond in number of votes in each coun-
ty fhall be difplaced , and the vacancies thereby oc-
cafioned fupplied by a new election in manner aforefaid ,
And at the end of three years from the firft general election ,
the counsellor who had the greateft number of votes in each
county fhall be displaced , and the vacancies thereby oc-
cafioned fupplied by a new election in manner aforefaid .
And this rotation of a counfellor being difplaced at the end
of three years in each county , and his office fupplied by a
new choice fhall be continued afterwards in due order an-
nually forever , whereby , after the first general election , a
counfeller will remain in truft for three years from the time

af
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the recefs of the general affembly ; he ſhall have the power
of granting pardons or reprieves . excepi where the profeca
tiion ſhall be carried on by the house of affembly , or the
law ſhall otherwise direct , in which cafes no pardon or re- s
prieve fhall be granted but by a refolve of the houte of al- m
fembly ; and may exercife a

ll

the other executive powerss
of government , limited and reftrained a

s by this coultitu
tion is mentioned , and according to the laws of the ftate ,

And on his death , inability , o
r

abfence from the ſtate , the
fpeaker o

f

the legislative council fo
r

the time being fhall b
e

vice -prefident , and in cafe o
f

his death , inability , or abfence
from the ftate , the fpeaker o

f
the houfe o

f affembly , thail
have the powers o

f
a prefident , until a new nomination is st

made by the general affembly ,

8
. A privy -council confifting of four members fhall be

chofen by ballot , two by the leative council and two by
the houſe o

f affembly : Provided , that rò regular officer of
the army o

r navy in the fervice and pay o
f

the continent ,

o
r
o
f

this , o
r o
f any other ſtate fhall be be eligible . And

a member o
f

the legislative council o
r
o
f

the houfe o
f

aſ-
fembly being chofen of the privy -council , and accepting
thereof , fhall thereby lofe his feat . Three members fhall

b
e
a quorum , and their advice and proceedings fhall b
e en-

tered on record , and figned by the members prefent , ( to any
part o

f

which any member may enter his diffent ) to be
laid before the general affembly , when called fo

r

b
y

them .

Two members fhall be removed by ballot , one b
y

the legif-
lative council , & one by the house o

f affembly , at the end of
two years , & thoſe who remain the next year after , who ſhall
feverally b

e ineligible for the next three years . Thefe vacan-
cies , as well as thofe occafioned by death or incapacity , ſhall
be fupplied by new elections in the fame manner . And this
rotation o

f
a privy -counſellor fhall be continued afterwards

in due order annually for ever . The prefident may by fum-
mons convene the privy -council at any time when the pub-
fic exigencies may require , and at fuch place a

s h
e

ſhall
think moſt convenient , when and where they are to attend
accordingly .

9
.

The prefident with the advice and confent of the
privy -council , may embody the militia , and act as Captain-
general and commander in chief of them , and the other
military force of this ftate , under the laws of the fame .

16 .
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tate fhall be held on the twenty - first day of October next,
at the court houfes in the feveral counties , in the manner
beretofore uſed in the election of affembly , except as to
achoice of infpectors and affeffors , where affeffors have not
been choſen on the fixteenth day of September inftant ,
which ſhall be made on the morning of the day of election ,
by the electors , inhabitants of the refpective hundreds in
Seach county . At which time the fheriffs and coroners for
the faid counties refpectively are tobe elected . And the pre-
feat ſheriffs of the counties of Newcastle and Kent , may be
re-chofen to that office , until the first day of October in the
year of our Lord one thouſand feven hundred and feventy-
nine , and the preſent ſheriff for the county of Suflex may
be re-chofen to that office until the first day of October in
the year of our Lord one thouſand feven hundred and ſeven-
ty-eight , provided the freemen think proper to re-elect them
at every general election ; and the prefent fheriffs and coro-
mers refpectively fhall continue to exercile their offices as
heretofore , until the fheriffs and coroners to be elected on
the faid twenty - first day of Qctober shall be commiffioned
and fworn into office. The members of the legislative coun-
cil and affembly thall meet for tranfacting the bufinefs of the
fateon the twenty -eighth day of October next , and conti-
nue in office until the first day of October which will be in
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and feventy -feven ; on
whichday ; and on the first day of October in each year for--
ever after , the legislative council , affembly , fheriffs , and
coroners , thall be cholen by Ballot in manner directed by
the feveral laws of this ſtate, for regulating elections ofmem-
bers of affembly , and theriffs and coroners ; and the
neral affembly fhall meet on the twentieth day of the fame
month , for tranfacting the bufinefs of the ftate ; and if any
of the faid firft and twentieth days of October fhould beSunday , then , and in ſuch caſe , the elections ſhould be held
and the genera affembly meet the next day following.

�

28. To prevent any violence or force being uſed at the
taidelections , no perfon fhall come armed to any of them ;and no mufter of the militia fhall be made on that day , nor

a
ll any battalion o
r

company give in their votes immediately fucceeding each other , if any other ,yoter who offers

tovote objects thereto , or fhall any battalion o
r company

in the pay o
f

the continent , or o
f

this o
r any other ſtates
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be fuffered to remain at the time and place of holding the

faid elections , norwithin one mile of the faid places
reípec-

tively, for twenty -four hours before the opening faid elec-

tions , nor within twenty -four hours after the fame
are cloied ,

fo as in any manner to impede the freely and
conveniently

carrying on the faid election : Provided always , that
every

elector may be in a peaceable and orderly manner
give in

his vote on the faid day of election .
29. There fhall be no establishment of any one religious

fe in this ftate in preference to another ; and no clergy-

man or preacher of the gospel of any denomination fhail be
capable of holding any civil office in this ftate , .or of

being

amember of either of the branches of the legislature while
they continue in the exercife of the paftoral function .

30. No article of the declaration of rights and fundamen-
tal rules of this ftate, agreed to by this convention , nor the

fifft , fecond , fifth (except that part thereof that relates to

the right of fuffrage ) twenty - fi
x , and twenty -nine arricìes

o
f

this conftitution , ought ever to be violated on any pre-

tence whatever . No other part o
f

this conftitution ſhall be

altered , changed o
r

diminished ,without the confent o
f

five

parts in feven o
f

the affembly , and feven members of the
legiflative council .

Friday , September 1
0
, 1776 .

MARYLAND .

A DECLARATION o
f RIGHTS and , the CONSTITUM .

ON andFORM o
f GOVERNMENT agreed to b
y

the Dele-
gates o

f Maryland , in free and full CONVENTION a
f

Jembled .

A DECLARATION o
f RIGHTS , & c .

TH Co-
HE parliament of Great -Britain , by a declaratory act ,

having lumed a right to make laws to bind the
lonies in al

l

cafes whatfoever , and in purfuance to fuch claim
endeavoured by force o
f

rms to fubjugate the united colonies ..
.

to


	Front Cover
	Title Page (Page 1)
	Section 1 (Page 3)
	Section 2 (Page 18)
	Section 3 (Page 28)
	Section 4 (Page 5)
	Section 5 (Page 8)
	Section 6 (Page 14)
	Section 7 (Page 20)
	Section 8 (Page 26)
	Section 9 (Page 52)
	Section 10 (Page 64)
	Section 11 (Page 66)
	Section 12 (Page 69)
	Section 13 (Page 72)
	Section 14 (Page 96)
	Section 15 (Page 98)
	Section 16 (Page 114)
	Section 17 (Page 125)
	Section 18 (Page 130)
	Section 19 (Page 134)
	Section 20 (Page 138)
	Section 21 (Page 140)
	Section 22 (Page 144)
	Section 23 (Page 155)
	Section 24 (Page 158)
	Section 25 (Page 167)
	Section 26 (Page 172)
	Section 27
	Section 28
	Section 29
	Section 30
	Section 31
	Section 32



