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Faffed at the FirftMeeting of the Eleventh-Seffion of theLegiflatur*
of the laid State/

Frounbl*.

Robert Edmeftos. 
naturalifed on u.-

c lit A P. i;
» t .. *. j ’ *

3f» ACT tb Natufalizf'jZotiertJLdmeJon. Palled,'the 6th of February, 1788.

W
HEREAS Robert Edmefton hath by' his ‘ petition- to the ' Legiflature, 
prayed that dn adt of naturalization' might be pafled in his behalf; therefore 

itfnactct) by the people^,of ihfe State 0} New-Tork, reprefented in 
Senate and AJfembly and it is hereby enabled by the authority of the Jame ; That the 

faid Robert Edmefton fhall be and he is hereby naturalized, and fhall - from and after 
having taken and fubferibed in any court of record within this State, the oath of al
legiance to this State, and abjurtd and renounced all allegiance and fubjedtion to all 
and every foreign King, Prince, Potentate arid State, in all matters ecclcfiaftical as 
"well as civil, be deemed a Citizen of this State, to all intents, conftrudtions and pur- king the oath 
pofes whatfoever; and that the court in which the faid Robert Edmefton fhall be ad
mitted to take fuch oath, fhall caufe ah entry thereof to be made in the minutes of the 
faid court, and fhall give a certificate to the faid Robert Edmefton, purporting that he 
hath been admitted, to fuch oath in the faid court, in purfuance of this adt; and that 
he fhall upon taking of fuch oath pay to the judges of fuch court fix-fhillings, and to 
the clerk thereof three fhillings.

And whereas the faid Robert Edmefton hath by his faid petition reprefented, 
that he hath unadvifedly made purchafe of lands and tenements in this State, and hath Rccitif, 
prayed relief in the premifes; Therefore

II. Be it further enabled hytbe authority aforefaid, That any lands, tenements or 
hereditaments, lying within this State, and purchafed previous to the palling of this adt, R0’Dcrt E<W 
by the faid Robert Edmefton, fhall not on account of fuch purchafe being previous to fton's pwchafs, &*, 
thepafiingof this adt, efeheat to the People of this State, but fhall vcift in the laid madc lc*’1'

B Robert



x84 LAWS of NEW-YORK, Eleventh Seffion. 1788.

gazine of Comfort and Jofhua Sands, to the Eaft-River afojefaid, and from thence 
down the Eaft-River, to the place of beginning, at the annual town-meeting of the 
freeholders and inhabitants of the fame town, on the firfl Tuefday in April in every 
year, to nominate and appoint, eight able and fober men, refiding within the limits 
aforefaid, to have the cuftody, care and management of the fire engine or engines, and 
the other tools and inftruments, now provided, or hereafter to be provided, for ex- 

Ana at their faid tinguifhing fires within the limits aforefaid ; and all or any of the perfons fo by them to 
meetings alfo to be nominated and appointed, from time to time, at any annual or other town-meeting, to 
fhem^and^a°^oint remove or difplace, and any other perfon or perfons, in his or their place and ftead to 
others. nominate and appoint j and that the perfons fo to be nominated and appointed, fhall be
-e T^t^iftb<e ca^ec^ the fire-men of Brooklyn, and fhall be ready at all times, as well by night, as 
tcT work\ndTnan- by day, to manage, work, and exercife the fame fire-engine, or engines, and thd other 
age the fame. tools and inftruments aforefaid, now provided, and to be provided, for extinguifhing 
to 'fueh ^regulations ^res within the limits aforefaid -, and fhal'l be fubjedt to fuch rules, orders and regu- 
as the faid inhabit- lations in their condudt, duty and behaviour, as the freeholders and inhabitants of the 
ants fhall make. fame town, refiding within the limits aforefaid, in town-meeting convened, fhall from 

time to time make and eftablifh, For the better government of the fame firemen : And 
that fuch rules, orders and regulations, fo to be made as aforefaid, fhall alfo be entered 
in the town-book, to be kept by the clerk of the fame town.

Such firemen ex- H. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every perfon fo 
empted from ferv- to be nominated and appointed a fireman as aforefaid, fhall be and hereby is declared
ing as juror'^ and 
from militia duty.

to be regiftered.

Recital.

to be, during his continuance in-that office, and no longer, exempted and privileged 
from ferving in the office of overfeer of the highways or conftable, and from being 
impanelled upon any jury or inqueft, and of and from militia duty, except in cafes of 

And their names invafion or other imminent danger •, and to that end, the name of each perfon, to be 
, u„ nominated and appointed a fireman by virtue of this adt, fhall be regiftered arid entered

in the town-book, to be kept by the clerk of the fame town as aforefaid, and his cer
tificate of fuch nomination and appointment, fhall be fufficient evidence, in all courts 
and cafes, of fuch privilege and exemption.

And whereas the fire engine or engines, now provided or hereafter to be provided 
within the limits aforefaid, will want repairs, and it may be neceffary to provide other 
inftruments for the extinguifhing fires: therefore,

Inhabitants may HI. Be it further enacted By the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may 
rai7ed for’the5 rc-bc f°r ^ freeholders and inhabitants of the faid town of Brooklyn refiding
pairs of engines, &c. within the limits aforefaid, at any town-meeting, to direct fuch fum or fums of money 

as they fhall deem neceffary and proper for the purpofes aforefaid, to be raifed, levied 
and collected, at the fame time, and in the fame manner as the monies for the maintc- ' 
nance and fupport of the poor, within the fame town are by law directed to be raifed, 

T b dtoth ^ev*ec^ an^ colledted, and to be paid into the hands of the town-clerk of the fame town, 
to wiT clerk for'the to be by hknpaid and applied for the purpofes aforefaid, at fuch time and times, and 
purpofes ..forefmd. and in fuch manner as the major part of the firemen aforefaid, fhall from time to time 

diredt and appoint.

CHAP. LXXXI.

An ACT to prevent the floring of Gun-Powder within certain parts of the City of 
New-York. Paffed the 15 th of March 1738.

Preambled

No perfon to keep 
more than twenty 
eight pounds of 
powder in any one 
houfe, ilore, &c.

WHEREAS the practice of ftoring gun-powder within certain parts of the city of 
New-York, is dangerous to the fafety of the faid city ■, Therefore,

1B<B it ena&eo by the People of the State of New-York, reprefented in Senate and 
Afj'embly, and it is hereby enacted By the authority of the fame, That it fhall not be law
ful for any perfon or perfons, to have or keep any quantity of gun-powder exceeding 
twenty-eight pounds weight, in any one place, houfe, ftore or out-houfe, lefs than

one
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tone mile to the northward of the City-Hall of the faid city’, except in the public ma- c5™eg8m & 
gazineattHe frefh-water; which faid quantity of twenty-eight pounds, {hall be fepera- bT ditided 

ted in four ftone jugs or tin cannifters, each of which foall not contain rhorfc than feven into four^parcels. 
pounds i andif any perfon or perfons {hall keep any greater quantity than twenty-eight On Penalty of, 
pounds, in ariy one place, houfe, ftore or b'ut-houfe; or if the fame gun-powder fo j°n*tUnB the famt 
permitted to be kept as aforefaid; {hall not be feparated in the manner herein above di- idol 
reded, he, {he or they {hall forfeit all fuch gun-powder fokept, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of this ad; or fo permitted to be kept, and ivhich {hall not be fe
parated aS aforefaid ; arid fhall alfo forfeit the furh of fifty found} for every hundred 
weight of powder, and in that proportion fora greater orlefs quantity, to be recovered 
with cofts of fuit, iii any court having cognizance thereof, by any perfon or perfons 
who will fue for the fame. Provided always, That all adions and fuits to be com
mented, fued or profecuted, againft any-perfon or perfons, fordny thing done contrary 
to this ad; {hall be commenced, fued of prbfecuted within two calender months next 
after the offerice committed and not at any time thereafter. • - ’

And to avoid dangers from gun-powder laden oh board of any fhip of other veffel, ar
riving from fea: ' ” ,

II. Be it further'enacted by the authority aforefaid', Thafthe commander of Commanders of^ 
owner or owners of every {hip or other veffel arriving from fea, and having gun-powder Ind^or^gumpovv. 

on board, {hall within twenty-four hours after her arrival in the harbour, and before der.
fuch {hip or other veffel be hauled along fide of any wharf, pier or key within the 
laid city; land the faid gun-powder, by means 'of a boat or boats, or other filial! craft 
at any place on the Eaft-River, eaft of the wharf now building by Thomas Buchanan, 
or at any pla'ce ton the North-River, to the northward of the air-furnace, which may 
be rrio'ft .contiguous to any of the magazines, and {hall caufe the lame to be ftored in 
tone Of the magazines ndW built, or hereafter to be built for that purpofe, on pain of 
forfeiting all fuch gun-powder to any peffon or perfonS who will fue and pfofcqate for 
the fame to effedt, in manner aforefaid. ’• '

And to prevent any evil corifeqiienc’c'S which may arife from the carriage of gun
powder; . ‘ - ....., ’ ’ . ,

III. Be it further enabled hy the authority aforefaid, That all gun-powder which Gun-powder how
ihall be carried through the ftreets of the faid city, by carts, carriages/ or by hand, or [j!rQ°tj[r/icctsed 
otherWife, {hall be in tight calks, well headed and hooped, and {hall be put into bags ’
Or leather cafes; arid entirely Coveted therewith, fo' that no powder may be fpilled of
fcattered in the paffage thereof, on pain of forfeitirig all fuch gun-powder as fhall be 
conveyed throttgh'any of the ftteefoaforefiud, fn any other manner than is hereby di
rected ; and It'{hall arid rriay be lawful for any perfon of perfons, to'feize the fame to 
his or their own ufe arid benefit, and to convey the fame to one of the magazines afore
faid, and thereupori to profecute the perfon or perfons offending againft this adt before 
the Mayor or Recorder and any two Aldermen of the faid ,city ; and fuch gun-powder 
{halt upon conVidtion be condemned fo th'e ufe Of the perfon or perfons feizlng the 
fame. . , • - , , , ................. *

IY. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, ‘ 'Thatit fhall and may Mayor, &c._ on 
be lawful for the Mayor or Recorder, or any two Aldermen of the faid city,' upon ^'der'bem 8co" 
application made by any inhabitant or inhabitants of the faid city, and upon his or ceakd^ay"^^ 

their making oath of reafonable caufe of fulpicion (of the fuffeciency of which the faid J.varranj !° i'carcl1 
Mayor or Recorder, or Aldermfen !s and are to be the judge*-or judges) 'to iffuehis or ^ 1 C
their warrant or warrants, under his or their hand and feal, or hands and feals,’ for 
fearchiiig for fuch gun-powder, in the day time) in any building of place whatfoever/ 
within the limits aforefaid, 6r in any {hip or other vefle’k within forty-eight hours af
ter her arrival in the harbour, or at afty tithe after fuch fh'ip or Other veffel {hall and' 
may haye hauled along fide any wharf, pier or key,’ within the limits aforefaid : And 
that upon any fuch fearch it fhall be lawful for the perfons finding any fuch gun-pow
der, immediately to feize, and at any time within twelve hours after fuch feizure, to 
convey the fame to one of the magazines aforefaid ; and the fame gun-powder being 
fo removed, to detain arid keep, until it ihall be determined by the Mayor or Recdr-

A a a der
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der and any two Aldermen of the faid city, .whether the fame is forfeited by virtue of 
' this adt: And the perfon or perfons fo detaining the fame, fhall not be fubjedt or lia

ble to any adtion or fuit for the detention thereof.,
Pro; ifo. Provided always, That nothing in this clanfe of this adt contained, fhall be conftru-

ed to authorifeany perfon having fuch warrant, to take advantage of the fame, for ferv- 
This 3a not to ing any civil procefs of any kind whatfover : Provided alfo, That nothing in this adt 

vwlr or p°ckets.S °f •contained fhall extend to fhips of war, or packets in the fervice of the United States or 
any of them, or of any foreign Prince or State; nor to authorife the fearching for gun
powder on board of any fuch {hip or veffel while laying in the ftream, and^upwards of 
one hundred yards from the wharf or fhore,

V. And be it further 'enabled by the authority aforefaid-, That if any gqn-pow- 
der exceeding twenty-eight pounds fhall be found in the cuftody of any perfon, during 
any fire or alarm of fire, in the faid city, by any fireman of the faid city, it fhall be 
lawful for him to feize the fame, without warrant from the Mayor, or Recorder or 
Aldermen, and to caufe the fame to be condemned, in manner aforefaid, to his own ufe; 
any thing in this adt to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. LXXXII. .

An ACT to prevent the DeJlruSiion of Deer. Pafled the 15th bf March, 1788.

,1. to be forfeited T> <Q. it snaCtdJ by the- People of the State ofNew-York, reprefented in.Senate and 
bet'ee'n dcert*inled Ajfembly, and it /r hereby enacted by the authority of the fame, That if any per-
day7” ce fon or perfons fhall kill or deftroy any wild buck, doe or fawn, or any other fort of 

deer whatfoever, at any time in the months of January, February, March, April, 
May, June or July, every fuch perfon, fhall, for every buck, doe or fawn, or other 
deer fo killed or destroyed as aforefaid, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this 
adt, forfeit and pay the fum of three pounds, to be recovered with cofts of fuit, in any 
court having cognizance thereof, by any perfon or perfons who will fue and proiecute 
for the fame 5 the one moiety of which forfeiture, when recovered, to be paid to the 
overfeers of the poor of the town or place where the offence fhall be committed, for 
the ufe of the poor thereof; and'the other moiety to fuch perfon or perfons as fhall fue 
and profecute for the fame as aforefaid.

Perfons fcllihg 11, j$nd be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every perfon 
bmesTforefaUttbein whofe cuftody fhall be found, or who fhall expofe to faleany green deer fkin, frefh 
confidered as the venifon, or deers flefh, at any time in any of the months before mentioned, and fhall 
kll!ers- be thereof convidted before any Juftice of the Peace, by the oath of one credible wit-

nefs, or by the confeffion of the party, fhall, unlefs fuch party fhall prove that fome 
other perfon killed fuch buck, doe, fawn, or other deer, be deemed and adjudged 
guilty of the faid offence.

And in order the more eafily to convidt offenders againft this adt,
Mode tbr con- III. Be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall be lawful for any 

sifting offenders. J u ft ice of the Peace in any County of this State, and every fuch Juftice is hereby 
required, upon demand made by any perfon, affigning a reafonable caufe of fufpicion, 
upon oath (of the fufficiency of which the faid Juftice is to judge) at any time in any 
of the months before mentioned, to iffue his warrant under his hand and feal, to any 
conftable of any town or place in the fame county, for fearching in the day time in 
any houfe, ftore, out-houfe, or other place whatfoever, where any green deer fkin, 
frefh venifon, or deer’s flefh is fufpedted to be concealed : And in cafe any green deer 
fkin, frefh venifon or deer’s flefh, fhall upon fuch fearch be found, the perfon in whofe 
cuftody the fame fhall be found, or who concealed the fame, fhall forfeit the fum of 
three pounds, to be recovered and applied in manner aforefaid.

No deer to be ' IV., And he it further enacted By the authority aforefaid, That if any per- 
tlthWood-hounds h°n or Per5"°ns fhall at any time hunt, purfue or deftroy any wild buck, doe, or fawn,
under penalty of 3I. Or
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