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COPIES of the Laws which have been adopted 
and published in the Territory of the United 
States north-weit of the River Ohio, from 
the commencement of Government to the 
3ifl: day of December, inchifive.—made our 
from the original Records in the Secretary's 
Office, and to be tranfmirted to the Secreta-
ry of Congrefs, agreeably to the Ordinance 
of the thirteenth ol July, one thoufand feveii 
hundred and eighty-feven.

CHAP T E R L
A LAW for recrulatinii mid eP-ahliflut\p^ the Mir, it i\?u  

the Terriforv e)j- the UvUed States north-roejl of the river 
Oho^ puhhjhed at the city of Marietta vpon the twenty [ifth 
day of July, in the thirteenth year of the Independence of 
the United States, and of our Lord one thoufand /even hun-
dred and eighty eip^ht, by his ExccLLency Arthur St. Clair,
Ffqiare, Governour and Commander in Chief, and by the- 
Honourable Samuel Holden Pai fons James Mit-
chell Marnum, Lfquires, Judges.

Al l  male inhabitants between the age of All male in
nxteen and fifty, fhall be liable to and 

perform military duty, and be formed into miiitiadut) 
corps in the following manner.

SixH four rank and file fhall form a com- to b 
pany. Eight companies fhall form a battalion,
IVo battalions fhall form a regiment.

There fhall be appointed to each company, 
one captain, one lieutenant, one enfign, four 
ferjeants, four corporals, one drummer and one 
fifer. To a battalion there fliall be appointed, 
one lieutenant colonel, one major, and one 
adjutant. To a regiment one colonel.

The corps fhall be divided into fenior and to be dat 
junior daffies.
' And whereas in the infant flate of a country, 
jd^fence and protedion are abfolutely effentlal,'
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how to be 
accoutred,

and when

all male inhabitants of the age of fixtecn and 
upwards, Ihall be armed, equipped and accou-
tred in the following manner ;

With a mulket and bayonet, or rifle, car-
tridge box and pouch, or powder horn and bul-
let pouch, with forty rounds of cartridges, or 
one pound of powder and four pounds of lead, 
priming wire and brulh and fix flints.

And whereas for fecuring the principles of 
toaffembie; defence and protection, it is neceffary to beaf- 

fembled upon certain times, and at certain pla-
ces, for examining and infpecting the arms and 
accoutrements, and for difciplming the men in 
a foldierly manner : ^ And whereas the aflfem- 
bliiig of the members of community at fixed 
periods, conduces to health, civilization, and 
morality ; and fuch aflembling without arms 
in a newly fettled country, may be attended wdth 
danger ; Therefore the corps fliall be paraded 
at ten o’clock in the morning of each firfl day 
of the week, armed, equipped, and accoutred 
as aforefaid, in cbnvenieiit places next adjacent 
to the place or places already afligned, or to 
be alTigned for public worfhip : at other times 
and places, the corps 'fliall be paraded for muf- 
ter, exercife, and review^ as the commander in 
chief may direct. And whereas in the prefeat 
ftate of the territory it is neceffary that guards 
be eflablifhed j the commander in chief, and 
the commanding officers of counties, and of 
fmaller diffrids fliall make fuch detachments 
fof guards and other military duty as the pub-
lic exigencies may in his, or their opinion re- 
quire.

Tkofe who bave born commiffions, civil or 
military, in the fervice of the United Sfates^^ 
or either of them, and who have been honox- 
ably difciiarged therefrom, and ail fuch as hay§
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been graduated in college-s or univerfities, fhall how to be 

compofc the fenior clafs. Males above the age piaffed ; 
of fifty fliall be liable to military duty in cafes 
of adual invafion only, and then at the direc-
tion of the commander, in chief. Officers of 
civil government appointed by Congrefs or 
commilfioned by the Governour are exempted 
from the duties aforefaid.

If any male Inhabitant ffiall neglect or refufe pj^efome- 
to appear at the fixed rimes and places of pa- gieA i:ig the 

rade by this law effabliffied, he ffiall be fined 
in the fum of twenty five cents, unlefs he ffiall this aifl. 

render an excufe to the fatisfadion of the com-
manding officer of his corps. If any male as 
aforefaid ffiall neglect or refufe to appear atfuch 
time and place as the commander in chief fliall 
fpecially direct, for mufter, review, and exer- 
cife, he ffiall be fined in the fum of fifty cents, 
unlefs excufed as aforefaid. -. .

If any male as aforefaid fliall negled or re-
fufe to appear upon the order of the coiifman- 
der in chief, or other officers as aforefaid, for 
guards or other ordinary military duty,or refufe 
to perform the fame, he fliall be fined in the fum 
of one hundred cents—which ofiences ffiall be pjnes how 
heard and determined by the officers of >4:110 to hedeter- 

company to w|ich the offender mayj belong, 
and upon conviftion, a warrant of diffrefs ffiall 
iffue from the c|ommander of fuch company, di-
rected to either of the ferjeants of [the fame, 
requiring him lo collet: the fines’afojrielfaid, and 
pay the fame ilto the treafury of thhtown, ci-
ty or county wherein the conviction ffiall have 
taken place, within .twenty days nexj: after iffii- 
ing fuch warrant. For the fecoiid, bid all fuc- 
ceeding offences in the cafes before fiientioned, 
the peiffons ch'irged with halving coniniitted tlie 
fame, ffiall be heard, tried and feptenced by 
cdurts-martialJ '
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On negkdi; If any male inhabitant as aforefaid, lhall ne- 
gleet orrefufe to appearand perform his duty

CU1C -Oi in '•Ti 1 Pi i*t*p
vafion, &c. under the orders or the commander in chier, 

againft an enemy invading the territory, or fhall 
refufe, difobey or negled the orders given by 
his otEcers, or any of them, in time of adtion, 
he fliall be deemed guilty of cowardice and de- 
fertion, and be heard, tried, and fentenced by 
a court-martial.

Duty ofofS- All ofEcers fhall be attentive to the forming,
difeiplining, parading, and commanding their 
refpedtive corps, and to fuch other duties as 
fliall refpectively bind them by this law, and 
by the orders from time to time to be given by 
the commander in chief.

If any officer fliall be guilty of a breach of 
this laAv, or in any refpect violate, or neglect 
his 4uty, ^e fhall be heard, tried, and fentenced 
by a court-martial.

A court-martial fhall confifl: of not more than 
thirteen members, nor lefs than five, whereof 
one at leafl fliall have rank fuperior to that of 
a captain.

A court-martial fhall be appointed by the 
commander in chief, or the commanding offi-
cers of a regiment or battalion ; but the com-
mander in chief only fhall have the power of 
approving and carrying into effe£l; fentences of 
courts-martial, whereby the punifhment fhall 
be capital, or an officer caffiiered.

Ar . St . Cj l a ir , 
Sa ml . H. Pa r s o n s . 
J. M. Va r n u m.
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