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REVISED CODE, &

- At a GeneraL ConVENTION of Delegates and Reprefentatives,

Jrom the feveral Counties and Corporations of Vircinia, hbeld

at the Capitol, in the City of WiLL1AMSBURG, 07 MonDav,
the 6th of My, 1776.
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CHAP, L

4 Declaration of Rights made by the Reprefentatives of the good People of Vir-
GINIA, affembled in full and free Convention; avhich rights do pertain to
 them, and their pofterity, as the bafis and Foundation of Government.

L f].'"HAT all men are by nature equally free and independent, and have

certain inherent rights, of which, when they enter iato a ftate of

. fociety, they cannot, by any compad, deprive or diveft their pofterity ; namely,

the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and poflefling
property, and purfuing and obtaining happinefs and fafety. )

II. THAT all power is vefted in, and confequently derived from, the
people ; that Magiftrates are their truftees and fervants, and at all times amen-
able to them,

III. THAT .government is, or ought to be, inftituted for the common
benefit, proteftion and fecurity, of the people, nation, or community. Of all
the various modes and forms of government, that is beft, which is capable of

‘producing the greateft degree of happinefs and fafety, and is moft effeftu-

ally fecured againft the danger of mal-adminiftration; and that whenany go-
vernment fhall be found inadequate or contrary to thefle purpofes, a majo-
rity of the community hath an indubitable, unalienable, and indefeafible right,
to reform, alter, or abolifh it, 1n fuch manner as fhall be judged moft condu-
cive to the public weal. -

IV. THAT 'no man, or fet of men, are entitled to exclufive or feparate
emoluments or privileges from the community, but in confideration of public
fervices ; which not being defcendible, neither ought the offices of Magiltrate,
Legiflator, or Judge, to be hereditary.

V. THAT the Legiflative, and Executive powers of the ftate fhould be
feparate and diftinét from the Judiciary ; and that the members of the two firft
may be reftrained from oppreflion, by feeling and participating the burthens
of the people, they fhould, at fixed periods, be reduced to a private ftation,
return into that body from which they were originally taken, and the vacan-
cies be fupplied by frequent, certain, and regular elections, in which all,
or any part of the former members, to be again eligible, or ineligible, as the
laws fhall direét.

- VI. THAT ele&ions of members to ferve as reprefentatives of the peo-
ple, in Affembly, ought to be free ; and ‘that all men, having fufficient evidence
of permanent common intereft with, and attachment to, the community, have
the right of fuffrage, and cannot be taxed or deprived of their propgrtylfor
public ufes, without their own confent, or that of their reprefentatives fo
ele@ted, nor bound by any law to which they have not, in like manner, af-

~fented, for the public good.

VII. THAT all power of fufpending laws, or the execution of laws, by any
authority without confent of the reprefentatives of the people, is 1njurious to
their rights, and oughtnotto be exercifed. y

VIII. THAY 1n all capital or criminal profecutions, a man hath a right

- to-demand the caufe and natare of his accufation, to be confronted with the

accufers and witnefles, to call for evidence in his favor,and to a {peedy trial by

‘an impartial jury of his vicinage, without whofe unanimous confent he cannot

be found guilty, nor can he be compelled to give evidence againit himfelf; that

10 man be deprived of his liberty except by the laWw of the land, or the judg-

ment of his peers. : : f
IX. THAT exceflive bail ought notto be required, nor exceffive fines im-

_pofed, nor crael and unufual punithments inflicted.

. X. THAT general warrants, whereby an officer or mefienger may ‘be

. commanded to fearch fufpetted places without evidence ofa fa&k committed, or
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General Affembly, begun and held at the Capitol, in the City of

Ri‘ab‘mond, on Monday, the 1ft Day of Oober, in the Year
of our Lord, 17¢2. |

CHAP. LVII.

Ai Act for reducing intoone, the [eweral Acts preferibing the Oath of Fidelity and
Oaths of Piblic Officers.

[Paffed the 22d of December, 1792.#]

) E it enacted by the General 4ffimbly, That every perfon by law required
s to give aflurance of fidelity, fhall for that purpofe take an oath in this
orm :
XN s do declare myfelf a Citizen of the Common-ucalth of
? Vicginia 3 Irelinqui/b and renounce the character of Subject or Citizen of .any
Prince or other Stale whatfoever, and abjure all allegiance which may be claimed by
Juch Prince or other State 5 and 1 do [fwear to be faithful and true to the faid Com-
monwealth of Virginia, o long as [ continue a Citizen thereof. So help me GOD.

II. NO perfon fhall have power to actin any Office, Legiflative, Execu-
tive, or Judiciary, before he fhall have given fuch aflurance, and fhall moreo-
ver have taken fuch of the following oaths, if another be not fpecially prefcrib-
ed, asisadapted to his cafe. :

III. THE oath of a Governor:

L y €lected Gowernor of Virginia, by the Reprefentatives
thereof, do folemnly promife and fwear, that I will, to the befk of my fhill and
judgment. execute the faid office diligently and faithfully according to Law, without
favbury affection or partiality 5 that I will, to the utmoft of my power. prorect the Ci-
tizens of the Commonwealth in the fecure enjoyment of all their Rights, Franchifes,
and Privileges, andwill conftantly endeawour that the Laws and Ordinances of the
Commonwealth be duly obferved, and that Law and fuflice, in merey, be executed in
all judgments 5 and. laftly. that I will peaceably and quietly refign the Gowernment
to whick I bave been elected af the [eweral periods to which my continuance in the
Jaid office is or fball be limited by Law and the Conflitution. So help me GOD.

IV. THE oath of a Privy Councillor:

, y electedone of the Priny Council of Virginia,dy the Re.

> prefentatives thereof, do folemnly promife and fwear, that I will to the befl of my

Rill and judgment, exccute the faid office diligently and faithfully according to Law,

aithout faveur, affection, or partiality, and that I will keep fecret fuch proceedings

andorders of the Privy Council as the Board Sball divect 10 be concealed, unicfs the
Jame be called for by eitber Houfe of General Affembly. So help me GOD,

V. THE oath of one not fpecially dircéted to take any other :

s do folemnly promife and fwear, that I will faithfully,
% impartially and justly, perform the duty of my office of s accord-
ing 10 the best of my flill and judgment. So help me GOD,

VI. THE faid oaths to be taken by a Member or Officer of either Houfe
of General Affembly, fhall be adminiftered by any Member of the Privy Coun-
cil, and the taking thereof fhall be certified to t_he'Clerk of fuch I:Ioufg; and
the f2id oaths to be taken by any other perfon, if it be not otherwife direted,
fhall be adminiftered in fome Court of Record, or by any Judge or Juitice
thereof, and the taking thereof fhall berecorded in the faid Court. ey

VII. EVERY Couafel or Attorney before he be permitted to prattice in
any Court within this Commonwealth, fhall take the following cath before
fuch Court: : _ )

LO fwear that T will bonestly demean myfelf in the practice of a Counfel, Attor.

ney or Pracgor, and will execuie my office 1o the best of my knowledgze and a-

ity. y ..
" \Jf’III. ANY Perfon refufing to take an oath, and declaring religious feru-
ples to be the true and only reafon of fuch refufal, if he will ufe the folemmt_y
and ceremony, and repeat the formulary obfe‘rved on fimilar occafions, by thofe
ofthe Church or religious Society he profefleth himfelf to be a member of, or
to joinin communion with, fhall thereupon be deemed as competent a witnefs,
or to be as duly qualified to execute an Oihce, or pecform any other aft, to the
fanétion whereof an oath is, orshall be required by law, and fhall befubfet to the

" ® 1779 cb. §- 27795<h. 7. 1786, ch. 56.

1792.
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a legal fettlement.

¢ Fines, &c: appropriae
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thall be de¢med’
* within this A&, dt'ishereby ehatéd and declared, thatno per,l'o_r.l,s;hall be account-
ed an inhabitant o as to have gained-a legal {ettlement, anti] fuch

- ment for the {pace of one whole year. a .

virtue of this Aétare fubje to, in Cefault of colleting the levies impofed by

{4
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XXXV.  AND for-determining what! shall be acconntéda Jegal fettlement

sy

perfon shall
legal fettle-
; by P e, 3 1':."

XXXV ALL fines and forfritures hereafter to be inflited under auny pe-
'nal law, which are appropriated to the uleiof the Countyy towards leflening
the levy for the fupport of the poor,: shall -be collected, levied, accounted for, i

N R

have been altuaily refident in the Count

'

y wherein he shall claima

.and paid by the Sheriffs of the Counties to the Overfeers of the poor in their ,

{everal Counties refpeclively, in like manner, and’ {ubjc:‘& to the fame:reme-;
dy and proceedings againit “them for default, as the eoileétors appointed by
§

LR

virtue thereof. & e b8 ; v i Vg

XXX V1L . THE truftees of any religioas fociety shall have full powerand =
authority to profecate all fuits heretofore inttizuted, and  now .dgg;en\j§zagru»pqn, -4
bond or otherwife, for any arrearages due to the difforeat parishes withia this =
Commonwealth, ¢ - e (e BATAdTS Vo TR AV B § SO S P B &

XXXV, ALL and every A& or A&s, claafe or claufesof Ads, con- =
taining any thing within the puiview of this Act, shall be,and the fame are =

4

h=l /
hereby repealed. A VI
XXXIX.  PROVIDED neverthelefs,, Thut all rights, remedies, fines, pe- &
nalties, and forfeitures, incurred or accruing under any former A¢t, shall remain

that nothing herein contained shall be- conitrued in any manner to alterorire-
peal one Att of General Aflembly, pafled dn the twelfih day of December, one
thoufard {feven hundred and ninety ovey i ituled; < Wu Aét concerning the poot
ofthe Larill of Suffolk, in the Caynty of Nanfimand.”’ FEPTRL Y ieik 18
XL. THS Acttshallcommence and be in force, from andtafter the pafling
thereof. ‘ Lag a

it " ; . % .\ﬂ‘f \
CHAP." @IIL RTINS
An A3 to reduce into tne, the feveral AZs concerning Slaves, Free Ne -oroes and

- ﬁfulailae’:.j- : o

)

[Pafied the 17th of December, 7792.]
o E it enasted by the General .Affembly, That no perfons thall henceforthibe
B flaves within this Commonwealth, except fuch as were {o on the {even-
teenth day of OcZsber, in the year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-five,
and the defcendants of the females of them. 4 [T R
11, SLAVES which fhall hereafter be brought into this Commonwealth;and
kept therein one whole yeartogether, or {o long at different times as fhall a- ¥
mount to one year, fhall be free. & . G
11I. EVERY perfon hereafter importing flaves into this Commonwealth,
contrary to this A&, fhall forfeit and pay the fum of two hundred dollars for
every flave fo imported ; and every perfon tdiing or buying any fuch flaves, hall
in like manner forfeit and pay tle fum of one hundred dollars for every flave fo
fold or bought ; one moiety of w hich forfeitares thail be to the ufe of the Com-
monwealth, and the other moicty to him or them that will fue for the fame ; to
be recovered by aftion of debt or information in any Court of Record. e
1V. PROVIDED, 'That nothing in this Act contained, fhall be conftrued
to extend to theie who may incline to remove from any of the United States
and become citizens of this, if within fixty days after fuch removal he or the.
{hall :]akf: the following ouath before fome Juitice of the Peace of this Common-
wealth:: 7 , :

(a) 1748, ch 13, fic. 5. () 1797, ch. 20, e 7. {c) 1788, ch. 53, fec, g
t Seeact of X705, el Wy giving renidy 1o perfous llegally detained in flavery-
See adls o’ N0, co. 11, allswwing perfins carrying /laves from this inte am(.{’erﬂa;ﬂ, 4
1o bying ticm back. X797, fice gy of ch 4y airects that fiuits brought by flavvesito ©
wrecover their froedom, fhull be. triew at wexe coxrt firceeainy fuh /kz't,';mlly} evi-
dence cannot be obtarned.  Ss¢ act poffid Dsc. jifs. 1800, ¢h, 70£ et D St 0f |
Dec. fofi 1OV, pas 10, o 21 () 178D, ch. 73 P XN 1A Oy, 178, cho T
o, 2 (J;’)’ES’[L" RS, B A 8 PTG X ¥y 4R _ RRL
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1, “A. B. do fwear, that my removal into the State of Virginia, was avith no i-

 tent of evading tie laws for proventing the furtber importation of flaves, ior
bave I brought aith me any flaves, witn an intention of felling them, nor baw:
any of the flaves which I hawe brought with me, becu imprted from, Africa, or

auy of the Weft India 1flands ,fgce the firjt day of November, one thoufand ﬁ-'vm i

hundred and feventy-cignt.  Sa help me GOD. | '

Nor to any perfons claiming {laves by deicent, marriage or devife ; nor to any.
citizens of this Commonwealth, being now the actual owners of flaves withinany
of th.e United States and removing {uch hither; nor to travellers and others
making a tranfient ftay, and bringing {laves for neceflary attendance, and carry-
ing them outagain. @ ! ezt i :

V. NO negro or malatto fhall be a witnefs, except in pleas of the Com-
monwealth againdt negroes or mulattoes, or in civil pleas, where negroes or mu-
lattoes alone thall be parties. a + BT '

VL. NO {lave fhall go from the tenements of his mafter or other perfon with
whom he lives, without a pafs, or fome letter or token, whereby it may appear
that heis proceeding by authority from his mafier, employer, or overleer : If
he does, it fhali be lawful for any perfon to apprehend and carry him before a
Ju{h'ce of the Peace, to be by his order punifhed with {rripes, or not, in his dil-
creucn. a ‘ it

VIL. 'AND if any flave fhall prefume to come and be upon the plantation
of any perfon what{oever, without leave in writing fromw his or her owner, or
overieer, not being fent upon lawtul bufinefs; it (hall be lawful for the owner or
overfeer of fuch plantation, to give or order fuch flave ten lafheés on his or her
bare back for every fuch offence. 4 ; ; :

VIil. NO negro or mulatta whatfcever fhall keep or carry any gun, pow-
der, fhot, club, or other weapon whatfoever, offeviive or defenfive, butall and
gvery gun, weapon, and ammuaition found 'n the pofieflion or cuftody of any,
negro or mulatto, may be feized by any perion, and upon due proof thereof
made hefore any juftice of the Peace of the County or Corporation where fuch
{eizure fhall be, fhalil by his order be forfeited to the feizor for his ewn pfe ; and
moreoves, every fuch offender fhall have and receive by order of fuch Jultice,
any number of lathes not exceeding thirty-nine, on his or her bare back, well
laid on, for every fuch offence. & - : :

IX. PROVIDED nevertoelefs, That every free negro ar mulatto, being a
houfe-keeper, may be perniitted to keep one gun, powder and fhot ; and all ne-
groes and mulattoes, bond or free, living at any frontier plan.tation,'may be
permitied to keep and ufe guns,. powder, fhat, and weapous, offenfive or defen-
five, by licenfe from a Juftice of Peace of the County wherein fuch plantation
lies, to be obtained upoa the application of free negroes or mulattoes, or of the
owners of fuch as are fluves. 4 : ; A

X. .EVERY perfon ether than a negro, of whofe grand-fathersor grand-
mothers any one is, or fhall hive beena negro, although all his otiier progeni-
tors, €xcept that defcending from the negro, thall have been white perfons, fhall
be deemed a mulatro ; and fo every fuch perfon who fhall have one fourth part
or more of negro blood, fhall in like manner be deemed a mulatto. ¢ -

XI. RIOTS, routs, unlawful aflemblies, trefpafles and {editious fpeeches
by a {laye or flaves, {hall be punifhed with firipes, at the difcretion'afa Juftice of
the Peace, and he who will, may apprehend and carry him, her, or them, be-
fore fuch Juftice. 4 A% 1 v iy

Xil. AND to prevent the inconveniences arifing from the meetings of
{laves, Be it further enalted, That if any maftgr, miftsefs, or overfeer ota fa-
mily, fhall knowingly permit or fuffer any flave not belonging to him  or her, to

be and remain upon his or her plantation above four hours at any one time,

without leave of the owner or overfeer of fuch flave, he or fhe fo permitting,
fhall forfeit and pay three dollars for every fuch offence; and every owner or
overfeer of a plantation, who {hall fo permit or fuffer more than five negroesor
flaves, other than his or her awn, to be and remain upon his or her plantation
OF quarter at'any one time, fhall for(}_:it. and pay. one dollar for each negro of
flave above that number; which faid feveral forfeitures fhallbe to the informer,
and recoverable with cofts, before any jultice of Peace of the County or Corpo-
ration where fuch oftence fhall be committed. ¢

(a) 1583, ch, 77, /v 2, 3.+ dliéred by act of Dec. [ifv. 1800, ch. 705 ne-

voes oy ‘milattoes, bund or free, are by that act made legal witneffs againft eact,
other® (b) 98 Geo. 2, 0031, fec. 17,18, 19. ' (¢} 1785 co. 78 "(d) 16.cb, 7T,
fic g (€) 22, Gogu 2y ch. 31, [ 130
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