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PASSED AT A SFSSXON, WHICH WAS - BEGUN' AND HELD AT THE CITY OF
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CTY FOUR, 'AND OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNI..
TED STATES OF AMERICA, THE NINETEENTH.

£

Pusrizsueop 3y AUTHORITY.

@&

Kl 'j

PuiLASELYRIAY PYinTED 3y HALL Anp SE LLERS, No. 51, MAarxer-stantt;
. M.DCC, )&CV.




Repeal of two

former acts,

I€-

{peding the
town 2t Prefqu”

e,

Gun-powder
manrfaGured

3n this Rate,
howtobe
ed an caiks.

cke

[ 76471

be paid by the Treafurer on the warrants of the Governor ; and
the accounts of all difburfements, fervices and expences, made
and incurred in purfuance of this a&t, fhall be exhibited and
fettled agreeably to the laws for fettling other public accounts,

Sect. XAVL _Adid be it further enaded by the authority aforefiid,
That the a&, entituled <« Ap A& for laying outa town at Prefqu’-
¢« Ifle,” pafled the eighth day of April, one thoufand feven hun-
dred and nimery-three, and the fupplement thereto, pafled the
eighteenth day of April, one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-
four, fhall be, and the fame are hereby, repealed. (s)

GEORGE LATIMER, Spegher
of the Houfe i Reprefentatives.

ROBERT HARE, Speaker
of the Senzte.

-

Approved, April the eighieenth, 1793.

THOMAS MIFFLIN, Governor
of the commonwseaith of Pennjylvenza.,

seac i DA - M Sas

CHAPTEZR CCCEXXIVIL

An ACT groviding for the Infresiion of Cur-prawder.

‘ HEREAS gun-powder imported from abroad, and
\ manufactured within this flate, hath froguently been
found to vary much 12 its flrength, and fometimes of inferior
qualities, and its -defeCs not difcovered untii brought into actual
ufe : And whereas the modes heretofore ufed to prove the force
thereof have been found uncertain and variable : And whereas
Jofeph Leacock, of the city of Philadelphia, hath invented an
engine, called a peadulum powder proof, with a gradrested arch
and catch-pall, by which it is conceived that the ferce of gun-
powder may be proved by experiment, and the articie reduced
to certain and uniform ftendards of firength, whereoy the manu-
faflure may be advanced towards ultimate perfettion, and the
pizrchafer and comfumer protected againdt fraud asd impofition :

Section L Be it therefore enafed by the SENATE and
House of REPRESENTATIVES gf £he commonweaith of Pennfil-
vania, in General Affermbly zet, and i is bereby enalied by the au-
thority of the feme, That, from and after the firft day or Ociober
next, all gun-powder manufadtured within this frate, with iz

tent

1) For the adls referred to in this fe@lon, fee ant. pages 346, 518 ;5 and for another
aft relating to the town at Prefqu’-Ifke, fec anf. page 639.
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tent to fell the fame within the city or county: 6f Philadelphi,

fhall be put in good.-and tight kegs or calks of twenty-five, fifty,

«or one hundred pounds. neat weight, each made of well feafoned

timber, bound together with at leaft twelve hoops, and having

a hole bored in each head, of the diameter of one fourth part of

an inch, well ftopped with corks, and having the tare weight of

«each catk marked thereon, and that all fuch gun-powder, and ‘

all other gun-powder, wherefoever manufactured, imported into ail gun-pow
the port of Philadelphia, or brought into the city or county .of ¢ meufsc-

tured, or im-

Philadelphia for fale, fhall be depofited, forthwith on fiich-im- ported, to be

- .. . . . depofited in the~
portation or bringing in by land or by water, in the public maga- magagine..
zine in the faid city, and delivered to the care of the keeper of
the fame, who thall give his receipt for the f{ame, deliverable

- o the order of him or them who thall fo depofit the fame. (%)

Sect. Il. Ard be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid,
"That David Rittenhoufe, Francis Gurney and Thomas Proftor commifioners.
be, and they are hereby, appointed Commifiioners,. to procure ;’;},’f&‘;“;&i’du‘
' at leaft two pendulum powder proofs, upon the conftruction in- lum powder
vented by the faid .Jofeph Leacock, as nearly uniform in the '
length of the radius and weight of pendulum,’ and in length of .
«caliber and weight of the-piftol, as they can procure the fame,
and therewith make experiments of .the refpective ftrength or
force of the feveral fpecies of gun-powder imported from abroad,
and manufaCtured within this {tate, fufficient in number to afcer-
tein the quality and force of three different degrees of ftrength
in explofion, and matking the number of degrees on the gradua -
ated arch of the faid engine, to which €qual quantities by weight
of the faid three fpecies of gun-powder, rammed with equal
force into the piftol, fhall elevate the faid pendulum; and the
powder, which fhall be barely  capable of raifing the faid pendu-
lum to the loweft rate of elevation, fhall be the ftandard for the Standard prosss
ftate of Pennfylvania for gun-powder of the firft or loweft-proof; ° &“ovder
and the powder, which fhall be capable of raifing the faid pen-
dulum to the higheft rate of elevation; fhall be the ftandard of
gun-powder for the ftate of Pennfylvania of the third or higheft
proof; and the middle or fecond proof ftandard of gun-powder
thall be afcertained by the number of degrees on the faid gradua-
ted arch, to which the fame quantity by weight in equal mole-
ties of the firft and third proof powder thall be capable of raifing
the faid pendulum; and the faid ftandard being fo fixed and afcer-
tained, the faid Commiffioners fhall muke report thereof in The Commit
writing, by indentures under their hands and feals, one part fioners to re-

> . port, and re-
thereof, together with one of the faid two pendulum powder tum accurate

. ! : . drafts of the
proofs, and as accurate a draft-and defcription thereof as can bé ewo pendulum
made fhall be returned to the Governor, to be filed and remain in Powder proofs;
the office of the Secretary of the commonwealth; one other part where the fame
1hall be returned to the Mafter of the Rolls, to be recorded in his gﬁigﬂf de-
woffice, and filed among the laws of the ftate ; and the other part,

g H together

-

(4) Seg ant, pages 87, 171,
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wogether with the other pendulum powder proofs, fhall be de-
Livered to the firft Infpector of gun-powder to be appointed in-
purfuance of this act, and. by him, and his fucceflors in office, to-
his and their fucceFors, as often as another officer fhall be ap-
peinted.’ : :

Secx. UL, dnd be it further enalled by the anthority aforefuid,

“How the pen- That {o often as the faid pendulum powder proofs in the poffel~
keeping of the fion .ef the Infpe@or fhall, by natoral wear, or by accident, be
hd s rendered unfit for ufe, or its accuracy doubted, the fame fhall be
anewone  compared with the other remaining in the Secretary’s office,
made. :and, if found neceflary, a new one conftru&ed, and made con-
‘formably thereto in meafure and weight, for the ufe of the In-

dpector, at his own cofts .and .charges.

| ‘SecT. IV, And be it further enalled by the afatlmrz[y aforefaid,
asisie  “That the faid Commiffioners thall prepare and report a plan for
e to e the neceflary buildings, and an .eflimate of the expence thereof,
f{‘;f:éggrth" = and the fame being Jaid before and approved by the Governor,
' :he thall caufe to be ereCted and built, -on the moft proper parf

«of the lot belonging to the public magazine aforefaid, a- brick.

‘building, “for the ufe of the InfpeCtor; with twe apartments, one.

for the purpofe of keeping his engine apparatus and for making

proofs,. and the-other for the purpofe -of keeping the famples of

powder in fafety, the expence of which building thall be paid

and defrayed by warrants to be «drewn by the Governer on the

State Treafurer, -which fhall be allowed him, en fettlement of

his accounts, out -of the fund for the fupport of governments:

minitetion of  Lrovided, That the whole amount of the expence thereof do not:
 (the expence. e-xceed the fum -of five burdred dollars.

SEeT. V. Aud be it Jurther enatled by the azztbariz‘y aforefaid,
fnafedlor ot ‘That it fhall and may be lawful for the Governor of this com-
e appoineng” monwealth, and he is hereby required, as foon as conveniently.

may be after the pafling of this a&, and as often afterwards as
the office fhall become vacant by death, refignation or otherwife,
to appoint one fuitable and fkilful perfon to be Infpe&or of gun-
powder in and for the city, port and county of Philadelphia,
His qualifice-  WHC, Defore he.enters on-the duties of his office, fhall take and fu’-
tisa, feribe the oath -or affimation required by law for the fupport of
the conftitutions of the United States and of this ftate; and
moreover {hall take and fubferibe, before the Governor, an oath
or affirmation, that he will well and faithfuily perform all and fin~
gular the duties required by this aft, according to the belt of his
knowledge, {kill and ability, and without prejudice or partiality.

. w.  Secr. VL Adid be it further enafted by the authority afarz/ id,
g‘(ﬁ;&f the - "That- it (hall be the duty of the Inipector of gun-powder fo ta
S - Le appointed, for the time being, to .atiend at the faid public
guagazine, and his cffice {o to be built, as often as ‘hell be ne-

ce :',i‘hrv,
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the Magiftrates of the city or county of Philadelphia, where th#
difpute thall arife, the faid Magiftrate (hall iffue his warrant to
three indifferent judicious perfons to be triers thereof, one of
them to be.named by the faid owner, poffefior or confignee, one
by the faid Infpe@or, and the third by the faid Magiftrate, di-
‘secting the faid triess to wiew and examine the faid powder, and
snake report to him forthwith teuching the condition -thereof,
*and thas if they fhall find the faid powder not merchantable, that
they certify to him the caufe thercof, and the faid Magiftrate

* ghall therenpon give his judgment agreeably to the report of the

{aid triers, or any two of them; and in cafe the faid° Magiftrate
fhalt on fuch report adjudge the powder not to be merchant- . .
able, he fhall award the owner, pofieffor or confignee thereof, to
pay all cofts; but in cafe the faid powder fhall be found mer- -
chantable, the Infpetor thall be adjudged to pay all cofts which
may have accrued, and fthall thereupon caufe theé powder to be
4marked. as of the ftandard to be: divected by the faid triers.

" GEORGE LATIMER, Speaker
of the Houle of Reprefentatives.
"ROBERT HARE, Speaker.
‘ of the Senate,
Approved, April the eighteenth, 1795.

_THOMAS MIFFLIN, Governor
of the commonwealth of Pennfjlania.

-

CHAPTER CCCXXXVIIL

Az ACT Sipplementary to the feveral Afls of -Affembly for
cftablifbing: the Fudicial Courts of this commonwealth, in con-
Jormity to the alterations and dmendments in the conflitution. (u) -

W HERE AS- the times direced for holding the Supreme

Court of this commonwealth are inconvenient: There-
" fore, ’

SectiON L Be it enatted by the SENaTE and House or RE-
PRESENTATIVES of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in Ge-

- neral Affembly met, and it is bereby enatied by the authority of the

91 T Jfame,

(1) For the f;:\;éral alts refpeting the Judicial Department, fee ant. pages 92, 402
499 ; and tl.e Index to the feveral Volumes of the prcfexrx); cdition’. PAges 9% 403
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