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ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

CHAP. DCCXXVIIi

; An A£t refpeding Slaves.

Seff. 1. TQ> E i t  e n a c t e d  by the Council and General Ajfembly of this 
j L3 fate* and it is hereby enabled.by the authority ofthe fame, 

That every negro, indian, mulatto or meftee, within this ftate, who, 
at the time of pafling this adl, is a Have for his or her life, fhall 
continue fuch during his or her life, unlefs he or Ihe Ihall be man-
umitted and fet free in the manner preferred f by law,

2. And be it enabled, That no flave fhall be admitted a witnefs a- 
gainft any perfqn in any matter, caufe, or thing whatfoever, civil 
or criminal, except in criminal cafes, in which the levidence of one 
flayp Ihall be admitted for or againft another flave,

% . 1 . 1'

$.^And be it enacted, That no perfon or perfonb Ihall trade of
traffic, either in buying, bartering or felling, with any flave, with-
out the leave or confent of the mafter of miftrefs of fuch flave, on 
pain of forfeiting three dollars, for each offence, to the mafter or 
miftrefs of fuch flave, to be recovered, with coils, againft the per- 
fon or perfons fo trading contrary to the true intent and meaning 
of this a<ft, by a^lipn of debt, in any court having cognizance 
thereof; and alfp, that every contract or bargain, which’ fhall be 
fo made, with any Have, without the per million or confent of his 
or her mafter or miftrefs, fhall be void and of no effect.

4. And be it enabled, That if any perfon or perfons fhall hereafter 
employ, harbour, conceal, or entertain any negro or other flave, 
knowing fuch negro or other Have to be the flave of any other 
perfon or perfons, without the confent of the mafter, miftrefs., or 
owner of ftich flave, he, fhe or they fhall forfeit to the mafter, mift 
trefs or owner of fuch flave the fum of four dollars for every 
twentyffour hours, and in that proportion for a greater or left 
time, while fueh flave fliall have been employed, harbppred, con-
cealed, or entertained as aforefaid ; winch forfeiture or penalty 
fhall be recovered by acflion of debt, with cofts of fuit, in any ! 
court having cognizance thereof—Provided always, That fuch for-? 
feiture or penalty fhall n6t in the whole exceed the value of fuch 
flave,

5. And be it enabled, That if any perfon or perfons fhall be found 
guilty of harbouring, entertaining* or concealing any flave, or con-
veying, or affifting to convey away fuch flave, and if fuch flave 
fhall be loft, die, or be otherwise deftroyed, or fhalj be difabled, 
or rendered tinferviceable, the perfon or perfons, fo harbouring, 
entertaining, concealing, conveying, or affifting to convey-away 
fuch flave, fhall be liable to pay the value of fuch flave to the 
owner or owners, to be recovered by adlion of debt or trefpafs on 
the cafe, with cofts of fuit, in any court having cognizance .thereof.

* * r
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ft And be it ena&ed% That if any peffaffPiall takemj
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or* other flave at a diftanee of ten miles from the habitation of his Reward to k 
or her mafter or miftrefs, who hath not permiflion in writing from |Jld {or^g!o^ 
his or her mafter of miftfefs, or is not known to be on his or her •k0**
fervice or bufinefs, the perfon fo taking up fuch flave fhali have for 
his reward one dollar, with reasonable charges for carrying him 
or her home, to be paid by the#rnafter or miftrefs of fuch Have ; 
and in cafe of non-payment, to be recovered by action of debtor 
.tr’efpafs on the cafe, with cofts of iuit, in .any court having cogni-
zance thereof

■ 7. And be it enadteS^ That if any negro or other flave, •,of or be- and from other 

longing to any inhabitant of any of .the other ftates in the union, ftat64* 
ilia'll come into this ftate ^without Ticenfe, under the hand of his or 
h6r mafter or miftrefs, or who is not kijiown to be, on his or her - * 
bufinefs or fervice, every fuch negro or other flave fhali be taken 
-up by any perfon in this ftate, and be carried before- the next juf- 
cice of the peace, who is hereby authorized and required, by a war- ' 
rant under his hand and feal, to commit fuch flave to the gaol of - 
the city or county ; and the perfon fo?taking up every fuch flave, 
fhali have for his reward two dollars, to be paid by the mafter or 
miftrefs of fuch flave ; and further, that fuch flave fhali remain in 
pnfon till the Tame ibe paid, with all reafonable charges.

* 8. And be it ena&ed. That if any negro qr other flaves fhali meet 
and aflemble together in a disorderly or tumultuous manner, any siav« maybe 

cbnftable, or other perfon, on view or information thereof, fhali diforSy b<> 
and may require them immediately to difperfe, and go to-their 
refpe.jdlive. places of abode ; and if fuch flaves fhali not forthwith 
difperfe and retire accordingly, fuch conftable, or other perfon, are 
hereby authorized, and it.is efpecially made the duty of fuch con- 
ftabie, to apprehend fuch flaves and carry them before, the next 
juftice or juftices of the peace, who is; and are hereby empowered*. 
and diredled to, enquire into the charges exhibited againft .fuch 
flaves, or any of them, and at'his brtfteir due difcretion, accord-
ing to the circumftances of the cafe, to fend them, or any of* them, 
to their refpedlive mafter or miftrefs, or to commit them, or any4 
of them, to the gaol of the city or county,'there to remain for any 
fpace of time hot exceeding one week, or (if the mafter or miftrefs 
of any fuch flave or flaves fhali fignify their defire, either in perfon 
of by writing, to the faid juftice or ju^ices) to order and direft 
fuch flaves, or—any of them, to'be whipped on the bare back by 
the faid eqnftable, not exceeding twenty fafhes; and any of the 
faid flaves being "committed to prifoh, fhali there remain until the* 
mafter or miftrefs fhali fatisfy all reafonable charges ; and any of 
the faid" flaves being whipped,' the*mafter or miftrefs fhali be lia-
ble'to'pay the faid conftable one dollar for each and every of his 
or heir flaves fo whipped* ‘ -

•ut9. And be it maided} That * if any negro or other flave fhali be and being 

Teen or found from the dwellihg-hqufe of his or her mafter or mi£- 
jtr^fs after the hour of ten at night, except on the particular- bufi- 

— * ' * * ■' P 4
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nefs of his or her matter or miftrefs, or fhall be feen to hunt or 
carry a gun on the firft day of the week, or chriftian Sabbath, 
commonly called Sunday, any conftable or other perfon, on infor-
mation or knowledge thereof, are hereby authorized, and it is 
efpecially made the duty of fuch conftable, to apprehend and car-
ry fuch negro or other flave before the next juftice or juftices of 

, the peace, who, on examination of the matter (if fuch flave fhall
not give a good' account of himfelf or herfelf) fhall, at his or their 
due diferetion, according to the circtimftances of the cafe, do and 

** adt towards fuch flave in the fame manner in all refpedts as by the
preceding fedtion of this adt is preferibed 5 and any fuch flave be-
ing committed to prifon, fhall there remain until the matter or • 
miftrefs fhall fatisfy all reafonable charges^ and in cafe fuch flave 
fhall be ordered to be whipped, then the mafler or miftrefs of fuch 
flave fhall be liable to pay the conftable for performing that fervice 
the fum of one dollar : Provided, ,That nothing in this, or the pre- 
cedingdedlion contained, fhall be conftrued or taken to prevent any 
negro or other Have from going to any place of worfhip, or from 
any innocent recreation, or from doing any other reafonable acfk 
with his or her matter or miftrefs’s confent.

10. And be it enabled^ That no perfon or .perfons within this 
Suing*aw* ft$te fhall, knowingly and willingly, fuffer or permit his, her or 
tabes* their flave to go about begging of others vi&uals, clothing, -or 

other neceflaries, or money ; and if any perfon or perfons fhall ^ 
offend herein, he, fhe or they fhall, for every fuch offence, forfeit, 
the fum of eight dollars, to be recovered by adlion of debt, with 
coftg of fuit, in any court having cognizance thereof, by any per-
fon or perfons who will fue for the fame, the one half thereof to „ 
be paid to the overfeers of the poor of the townfhip where fuch of-
fence fhall be copimitted, and the other half to the perfon or per-
fons who fhall profecute for the fame to effedl.

11. And be itmaStedx That if any perfon or perfons fhall, by any 
and for felling collufive conveyance, or fraudulent agreement, fell or difpofe of, 
poorperfon? * or pretend to fell or difpofe of any aged or decrepid flave, to any 

, perfon or perfons who is or are unable to keep and maintain fuch, 
flave, fuch fale or pretended, fale fhall be abfolutely void, and the 
perfon or perfons making fuch fale or pretended fale, fhall forfeit, 
the fum of forty dollars for each offence, and fhall moreover be. 
deemed the owner or owners of fuch Have; which forfeitures fhall 
be recovered and applied in, the manner directed in and by the 
next preceding fedlion of this adt.

Penalty for 
bringing a ne-
gro into New- 
Jerfcy.

12. And be4 it enaBedy That, from and after the paffing of this, 
it fhall not be lawful for any perfon or perfons whatsoever 

bring into this flate, either for fale or for fervitude, any negro, 
or other flave whatfoever; and every perfon offending, by bring-
ing into this flate any ftich negro or ot^ier flave, fhalh for each 
flave, forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred and forty dollars* 
to be recovered % a$toa of debt, with cofts of fnit, irx* any co^r$
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ananumiffion of them under certain reftriftions, and td prevent 
the abufe of ilayes,” pafled the feeond day of March, in the year of 
our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fix, andrthe fup- 
plelnent thereto, pafied the twenty-fourth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-eight* 
be and the fame are hereby repealed.

A Pafied at Trenton, March 14, 179$.

.375

C H A P. BCCXXVIIL
* 1

A Supplement to an Aft, intitled, u An Aft: for the Re-
lief of infolvent Debtors.”

BE-IT f t  ACTED by the Council and General AJfembly of this fate, Formcra<a^.
and it h hereby enabled by the authority of the fame, That the aft, vivedand e*> 

intitled, “ An aft for the relief of perfoos imprifoned fordebt,” pC°fons 
pafied the eighteenth day of March* in the year of our Lord one coBfincd*

: thoufand feven hundred,and ninety-five, be and the lame is here-
by revived, extended and continued to all perfons who now are
imprifoned in any of the gaols of this Hate for debt.

\

.A. . Faffed at Trenton, March 15, 1798. *

e H A P. DCCXXI2L

An AQ conftituting Courts for the* Trial of fmall
Caufes. * *

iSe&t U t TVE ‘IT EN&CTEl) by the Council and General AJJembly of this 
J FT fate* and it is hereby enabled by the authority of thefame, *

That every fuitof a civil nature at law, where the debt, balance, 
or other matter, in difpute does not exceed, exclufive of coils, the ciufe£ °%rr 
fum or value of fixty dollars, ihall be and hereby is made cog-
nizable before aiay juffice of the peace of any county in this ftate, . ,* 
who is hereby authorized to hold a court within fuch county to 

- hear, try, and determine the fame according to law, although the /
caufe ofaftion did notarife in the faid county ; and further, that: 
the faid court lhall be a court of record, and veiled, for the pur- 
-pofes aforefaid, with all fitch power as is ufiial in courts of record 
•of this ftate—Provided always^ That this aft lhall not extend to 

, any aftioif of replevin, Hander, trefpafs, foi* aflault, battery, or im-‘ 
prilbtiment, dr to.any aftion whdrein the title of any lands, tene- 

, ments, hereditaments, or other ref! eftate fhall or may m any wife 
come in quqftion.; t /A ... — * . -

Andie it ehc$ted> That thei territorial jutiidiftian of every 
. Jpi|ice of the pe&ce^under this aft,,fin all be co-extdnfive with the

‘" 4 ' * Ef * ‘ .
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