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364 ACTS or taz GENERAL ASSEMBLY
“} C H A P. DCCXXVIL.~
* An A& refpedting Slaves.

Sedt. 1. E 11 ENACTED by the Council and General Affembly o f this
; i Slate, and it is bereby enafied by the authority of the fame,
mf:;’:‘f:ﬁ,ﬁf. That every negro, indian, mulatto or meftee, within this flate, who,
lelsfeefrees gt the time of pafling this aét, is a flave for his or her life, fhall
continue fuch during his or her life, unlefs he or fhe thall be'man-
umitted and fet free in the mianner prefcribed by law,

" mall motbe a2+ Audbeit enafled, That no {lave fhall be admitted a witnefs a-
witnei, &»  gainft any perfon in any matter, canfe, or thing what{oever, civil
or criminal, except in criminal cafes, in which theevidence of one

{laye thall be admitted for ar aga,mﬁ another flave,

Peslty for . And be it enatfed, That no perfon or perfon% thall trade or
mding with (raffic, either in buymg, bartéring or felling, with any {lave, with-
flaves & ou the leave or confent of the mafter or miftrefs of fuch flave, on

ain of forfeiting three dollars, for eich offence, to the mafter or
" miftrefs of fuch flave, to be recovered, with cofts, againft. the per-
fon or perfons fo trading contrary to the true intent and meaning
of this a¢t, by action of debt, in any court having cognizance
thereof ; and alfo, that every contraé or bargain, which fhall be
fo made, with any flave, without the permiffion or conferit of his-
or her maﬁer or miftrefs, thall be void and of no effe@.

Penalty fs 4. And be it enafled, That if any perfon or perfons fhall hereafter |
;}';?;:'Yi”g employ, harbour, conceal, or entertain any negro or other flave,
knowing fuch negra or other flave to be the| flave of any other

perdfon ar perfons, without the confent of the mafter, miftrefs, or
owner of fuch flave, he, the or they fhall forfeit to the mafter, mif-
trefs or owner of fuch flave the fam of four -dollars for every
. twenty-four hours, and in that proportion for a greater or lefs
time, while fuch flave fhall have been employed, harboured con-
cealed, or entertained as aforefaid ; which forfeiture or penalty

fhall be recovered by action of debt, with cofts of fuif, in any |

- court having cognizance theteof—Provided always, That fuch for-

feiture or penalty fhall not in thc Whole exceed the value of fuch |
ﬂave,

ubsecanif 5+ And be it enafted, That if any perfon or perfons fhall be found

flave beloft,the gmlty of harbouring, entertaining, or cancealing any {lave, or con-

;ﬁﬁ%‘};‘;ﬁ‘fk veying, or aflifting to convey away fuch flave, and if fiich flave
,ihali be loft, die, or be otherwife deftroyed, or fhall be dxf'abled
or rendered nnferviceable, the perfon or perfons, fo har bourmg,
entertaining, concealing, conveying, or aflifting to convey-away
fuch flave, fhall be liable to pay the value of fuch {flave to the
owner or owners, to be recOvered by action of debt or-trefpafs on
the cafe, with coﬁs of fuit, in‘any court: havmg cognizance thereof.

6 And be zt ma&m’ T hat 1f any perﬁm {hall take upITT ITQ
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or other flave at a diftance of ten miles from the habitation of his
or her mafter or miftrefs, whe hath not permiffion in writing from
his or her mafter or miftréfs, or is not knewn to be on his or her
fervice or bufinefs, the per fon fo taking up fuch flave thall have for
his reward one dol}ar, with reafonable charges for carrying him
or her home, to be paid by the mafter or miftrefs of fuch flave ;.
and in cafe of non-payment, to be recovered by action of debtor

trefpafs on the cafe, with cofts of fuit, in any court having cogm*
- zance thereof.

7. And be it enaﬁeef That if any negro ot other flave,.of or be-
longing to any inhabitant of any of the other ftates in the union,
fliall come into this ftate *mthout ficenfe, under the hand of his or
hér.mafter or miftrefs, or who is not known to be on his or her
bufinefs or ferviee, every fuch negro or other flave thali be taken
up by any perfon in this ftate, and -be carried-before the next juf-
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tice of the peace, who is hereby authorized and required, by a war- °
rant under his hand and feal, to commit fuch flave to the gael of .

the city or'county ; -and the perf@n {6 taking up every fuch flave,
_ ihall have for his reward two dollars, to be paid by the mafter or

miftrefs of {uch flave ; and further, that fuch ﬂave {thall remain in
prifon till the fame be pa1d Wit'h all rcafonable charges.

" 8. And be it enatted, 'I‘hat 1f any negro or other flaves fhall meet
and aflémble together in a diforderly or tumultuous manner, an
conftable, or other perfon, on view or information thereof, thall
and may require them immediately to difperfe, and go. to-their
refpective, places of ‘abode ; -and if fuch- ﬁaves’ fhall not forthwith
difperfe and retire accordingly, fuch conftable, or other perfon, are
hereby authorizéd, and it is efpecially made the duty of fuch con-
{table, to applehend fuch flaves and carry them before, the next
Juftice or juftices of the peace, who 1y and are hereby empowered-.
‘and direted to. enquire into the charges exhibited againft fuch
ﬂaves, or any of them, and at his-or- their. due dlfcretmn, accord-
ng to the circumftarices of the cafe; to fénd them,; or any of them,
to their refpe@ive maftér-or miftrefs; or to commit them, or any’
of them, to the gaol of the cityor ‘county, there to remain for any
fpace of time not exceeding -one week;, or -(if the mafter or miftrefs
of any fuch {lave or flaves fhall ﬁgmfy their defire, either in perfon
or by writing, to the faid juftice or juftices) to order and direct
fuch flaves, or-any of them, to'be whipped on the bare back by
the faid conftable, not exeeeding twenty' lathes; and any of the
faid flaves being committed to prifon; fthall there remain until the-
mafter or miftrefs fhall {atisfy all reafonable charges ;. and any of
the faid flaves being whipped, the-niafter or miftrefs fhail be Tia-

ble'to pay the faid conftable one doliar for each and every of his
or her flaves fo whlppcd 2 T

.

9. Aidbe it enafled; That- rf any ‘hegro or other ﬂave fhail be

feen or faund from the dwelling-houfe of his or her mafter or mif-

trefs after the hour of, ten at nxght except on the- part1cu1ar~ bu -
d
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nefs of his or her mafter or miftrefs, or fhall be feen to hunt or

. carry a gun on the firft day of the week, or chriftian Sabbath,

commonly called Sunday, any conftable or ‘other perfon, on infor-
mation or knowledge thereof, are hereby authorized, and it is
efpecially made the duty of f{uch conftable, to apprehend and car-
ry fuch negro or other.flave before the next juftice or juftices of
the peace, who, en examination of the matter (if fuch flave fhall
not give a good account of himfelf or herfeif) thall, at his or their -
due difcretion, accordmg to the circamftances of the cafe, do and .
aét towards fuch flave in the fame manner in all refpe@s as by the
preceding fection of this act is prefcribed ; and any fuch flave be-
ing committed to prifon, fhall there remain until the mafter or -
miftrefs fhall fatisfy all reafonable charges and in cafe fuch flave .-
fhall be ordered to be whipped, then the mafter or miftrefs of {fuch
flave fhall be liable to pay the conftable for perforring that fervice -
the fum of one dollar: Provided, . That nothing in this, or the pre- -
ceding fe¢tion contained, fhall be conftrued or taken to prevent any .
negro or other flave from going to any place of worthip, or from
any innotent recreation, or from doing any other reafonable adt
with his or her mafter or miftrefs’s confent.

10. And be it enacled, Fhat no perfon or pperfons within thxs
ftate fhall, knowingly and willingly, fuffer or permit his, her or
their flave to go about begging of others victuals, clothmg, -or
other neceflaries, or moriey ; and if any perfon or perfons thall.
offend herein, he, fhe or they fhall, for every fuch offence, forfeit,
the fum of eight dollars, to be rccovered by a&ion of debt, with
cofts of fuit, in any court having cognizance thereof, by any per-.
fon or perfons who will fue for the {fams, the one half thereof to.

* be paid to the overfeers of the poor of the townthip where fuch .of-

and for felling
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fence thall be committed, and the other half to the perfon or per-
fons Who fhall profecute for the fame to effed,

11. And be it enafted, That if any perfon or perfons fhall, by any-
collufive conveyance, or fraudulent agreement,- fell or d1fpofe, of-
or pretend to fell or difpofe of any aged or decrepid ﬂave, -to any.

. perfon or perfons who is or are unable to keep and maintain fach,

Penalty for
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{lave, fuch fale or pretended fale fhall be abfolutely void, and the.
perfon or perfons making fuch fale or pretended fale, fhall forfeit.
the fum of forty dollars for each offence, and thall moreover -be.
deemed the owner or owners of fuch flave; which farfeitures fhall.
be recovered and applied in the manner direCted in and by the
next preceding fection of this a&. '

12, And be it enaed, That, from and after the pafling of this:
adt, it fhall not be law§u1 for any petfon or perfons whatfoever tg
brmg into this ftate, either for fale or for fervitudé, any negro,’
or other flave whatfoever ; and every perfon offending, by bring-
ing into this ftate any fach negro-or other flave, fhall, for each
{tave, forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred and forty dollars,

10 be recovered by aé,?cxon of debt, with coﬂ;s of fyit, in any ronry
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manumlﬁion of them wunder certain reftriGions, and to prevent-

the abufe of flaves,” paffed the fecond day of March, in the year of
. .our Lord one thoufand feven hundred .and eighty-fix, anctlhe fup-

plement thereto, pafled the twenty-fourth day of November, in
the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred.and elghty-elght,
be and the fame are hereby repealed. |

A, Pafled at Trenton, March 14, 1708,

C H A'P. DCCXXVIIL

A Supp]emsnt to an A&, intitled, “ An A& for the Re-
: Lief of mfolvent Debtors.”

Ei1T ENACTED by tzbe Council and General Affembly .of this fate,
and it is bereby enalled by the authority of the fame, That the a&
intitled, “ An act for the-relief of perfons imprifoned- for-debt,”
paffed the eighteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord -one
. thoufand feven hundred and mnety—ﬁve, be and the fame is here-
by revived, extended and continugd to all perfons who now -are
gxnpmfoned im any of the gaois of this {tate for debr.

A. . Pafled at Trenxon, March 15, 1798, -

CHAPR DCCXXIX.

An’ Aét conflituting Courts for the- Tmal of fmall

Caufes.

Selte 1. BE IT ENACTED By the Council and General Affembly of this
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Slate, and it is bereby enacled by the authority of the Jame, -

~ “That every fuit of a civil nature at law, where the debt, balance,
or other matter in difpute dos not exceed, exclufive of cofts, the -
fum or value of fixty dollars, fhall be and hereby .is made cog-

}umccs jusH~
diétion towry
caufes -

. mizable before ahy juftice of the peace of any county in this ftate, .

~who is hereby authorized to hold a court within fuch county to

- hear, try, and determine the fame according to Jaw, although the
_ canfe of ation did notarife in the faid county ; and further, that
., the faid court fhall be a counrt of record, and vefted, for the pur-
" pofes aforefaid, with all fuch power- ds is uftal i in courts of record
of this ftate—Provided always, That this aQ fhall not extend to

~, any, alior of replevin, flander, trefpaﬁs, for aﬁ‘auit, battery, orim-"

) prlfonment, or td.any adion wherein' the title of 2 any lands, tene-

. Tents, hereditaments, or other realieftate *fhaH or may i in L any wife
come in queﬁmn. 2,k

2. - Aid be il en@é?ad That the territorial jumfﬁlamn of every
. guf%tcc Of the peace, under th1s ‘a&, _fhall be co-exténfive thh the
" Ff
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