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we, William Henry Harrifon, governor, and 
Thomas T. Davis, Henry Vander Burgh, 
and John Griffin, judges in and over rhe 
Indiana 1 erritory, have hereunto fet our 
hands at Vincennes, the firII day of Ottober, 
one thousand eight hundred and four, and of 
the Indepeodenueuce of the United States 
the twenty-ninth. 

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON, 
THOMAS TERRY DAVIS, 
henry vander burgh, 
JOHN GRIFFIN, 

A LAW 
Eut'u>cd a ldvjt zap tiling Slaves,. 

BE it enatted by the governor and jud¬ 
ges of the Indiana Territory authorifed and 
empo vered bv an aft of congrefs, to make 
laws for the diflri<fl of Louifiana, and it is 
hereby enacted by the authority of the fame, 

§ ift. That no negro or mul-uto* (hail be a 
witnefs, except in pleas of the United States 
againit negroes or mulattos, or in civil pleas 
where negroes alone ihail be parties. 

§ 2nd, And be it further emitted, That 
no (lave (hall go from the tenements of his 
mailer, or other per fori with whom he lives 
without a pafs, or fame letter or token, 
whereby it may appear that he is proceeding 
by authority from his mafter, employer or 
overfeer if he does if fliall be lawful for any 
perfonto apprehend and carry him before * 
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juftice of the pence to he by his order pusrfh- 
ed with Stripes, ar not, in his cHcretion. 

§ 3rd. And be it funner enacted That 
if any ftave (hall prefume to come* and be 
upon the plantation of any perfon whatsoe¬ 
ver* without leave in writing from his or her 
owner or overleer, not being font upon law** 
ful bullnefs, it Shall be lawful for the owner 
or ovedeer of luch plantation, to give or or¬ 
der luch (lave ten lalhes on his or her bare 
back tor every luch offence. 

§ 4th. And be it further enabled, That 
no Have or mulatto whatsoever, (hall keep 
or carry any gun, powder, Shot, club, or a** 
ther weapon whatsoever, often five or deferv* 
five, but all and every gun weapon and am-* 
immicion found rn tne poffefTirnt or cuStody 
of any negro or mulatto, may be lei zed by 
any perfon, and upon due proof thereof made 
before any jullice of the peace of the diffriffc 
where such Seizure fha 11 be, Shall by hb order 
be forfeited to the feizor, for his own ufe, 
and moreover every Inch offender Shall have 
and receive by order of fuch juft ice spy num¬ 
ber of iafhes not exceeding thirtyrnme on 
his or her bare back, well laid po for every 
iuch offence, 

§ 5th. And be it further pnaded, That 
every free negro or mulatto, being a houfe 
keeper, may be permitted to keep one gun, 
powder and (hot ; and all negroes and mu- 
lattoes, bond or free, living at any frontier 
plantation, may be permitted to keep and ufe 
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guns, power, (hot and weapons, offenfivc 3c 
defenfive, by licence from a jufiice of peace 
of the diftridt wherein iuch plantation lies, 
to be obtained upon the application of free 
negroes or mulactoes, or of the owners of 
fuc.h as are flaveso 

§ 6th, And be it further enafled, That; 
everv per foil other than a neoro, whofe 
grandfather or grand mother any one is, or 
fhall have been a negro, although ail his other 
progenitors except that defeending from the 
negro, fhall have been white perfons, ill all 
be deemed a mulatto, and fo every iuch per- 
fon-who fhall have one fourth part or more, 
of negro bipod, fhall in like manner be dee¬ 
med a mulatto, 

\ 

§ yth. And be it further enabled. That 
all riots, routs,' unlawful aifernblies and fedi- 
tious fpeeches by a flave, orflaves, fhall be 
punched with flripes, at the dilcrecion of a 
juft ice of the peace, and he who will may 
apprehend and carry him, her or them be¬ 
fore Iuch jnftice, 

§ 8th. And be it further enacted. That 
to prevent the inconvenience arifin 
meetings of (J-ayes, if any mailer 
overfeer of a family fhall known: 
or fuffer any (lave not belonging 
her, to be and remain 

!y perniii; 
him 

her 
tad on, above four hours at any o.ne ijm^ 
without leave of the owner or qyerfeer m 
fuch Have, he or ftie fo permitting (halt for** 
felt and pay three dollars for every fuch of 
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fence, and every owner overfeer of a planta¬ 
tion, who (hall io permit or fuller more than 
five negroes or (laves, other than his or her 
own, to be and remain upon his or her plan* 
ration, or quarter at any other time (hall for¬ 
feit and pay one dollar for each negro or Have 
above that number, watch faid feveral for¬ 
feitures (hall be to the informer, and he re¬ 
coverable befor e any jullice of the peace of 
the diUrift with colls where fuch offence shall 
be committed. Provided always, that noth¬ 
ing herein contained, (hall be condrued to 
prohibit the negroes or Hives of one and the 
fame owner, though feared at different quar¬ 
ters from meeting with their owner or over- 
feers leave, upon any plantation to fuch ow¬ 
ner belonging, nor to rellrain the meeting 
ofiliveson their owners or ovcrfeersbafwefs 
at any public mill io as fuch meeting be not 
in the night time, nor on a Sunday, nor to 
prohibit their meeting on any other lawful 
occafion, by licenfe m writing from their 
owner or overfeer nor their going to church 
and attending divine fervice on the Lord's 
day nor any other day of public worfhip. 

§ 9th. And be it further enacted, That 
if any white perfon, free negro or mulatto, 
fhall *t uny time be found in company with 
(laves at any unlawful meeting, or ihall har¬ 
bour or entertain any (lave, without the con* 
lent ot his or her owner, fuch perfon being 
thereof con vicled before any jufuce of the 
peace, Ihall forfeit and pay three dollars for 



every fuch offence to the informer, recover* 
able with colls, before fuch. jufiice, oronlai- 
lure of pre-fent payment, (hail receive on his 
or her bare back, twenty laihes well laid on, 
by order of the justice before whom fuch 
convi&ion shall be* 

§ loth* And be it further ena&ed. That 
every juflice of the peace upon his own know¬ 
ledge of fuch unlaw ful meeting, or informa, 
ton thereof to him made within ten days af¬ 
ter, shall it hue his warrant to apprehend fuch 
perfous lb met or affembled, and caufe them 
to be brought before himfelf or any other 
juftice of the difrncl, to be dealt with as this 
adt diredf, and every jukice failing herein 
shall forfeit and pay eight dollars for every*, 
fuch failure, and every sheriff ur other offi¬ 
cer who shall fail upon know ledge or infor¬ 
mation of fucii meeting to ende avour to iup- 
prefs the fame and bring the offenders before 
fame jullice of the peace to receive due pun¬ 
ishment, shall be liable to the like penalty of 
eight dollars, both which penalties shall be 
to the informer, and recoverable with cods 
in any diftrid court, by action of debt, and 
every under sheriff, fcijeant or conAable who 
upon knowledge or information of fuch mee¬ 
ting shall fail to perioim his duty in fuppref- 
fing the fame, & apprehending tkeperfons fo 
allembled shall forfeit and pay fourdollars for 
every fuch failure, to the informer recovera¬ 
ble with co(U before any jullice of the dilh i£l. 

| nth# And be It further enacted. That 



jnoperfon wh :U To ever s? .!* buy fell or receive 
of to or from a Rave my * mnmm.uy what- 
foever, without the !•' ' e or con it m of the 
m a ii cf o �. v .*»-?r •';r o. er - \ c: ;* of fuch {] a \ •?. /� > < d 
if any perlbn shall preltime to dea) n iUi any 
(lave with otic inch leave or vnnfent, he or she 
fo offending shall foi ek anti pay to the maf¬ 
ter or o’\ n• r of \\>c*; {]a ve tour i]it.es 111e val¬ 
ue of the ! bmp lo boiujht fold oi received to 
he recovered with colts by action upon the 
cafe in any court of record within tins clif- 
r.riel and shall aifo forfeit and pay tlie further 
Turn of twenty dollars to any perfon who 
will fue fot the fame, to be recovered with 
eofi in any court within this dilti icl having 
]unfdi£iion, or receive on his or her ha/e 
back thirty-nine lashes well laid on, but shall 
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ncverihclefs be liable to pay the cofts of the 

§ 12th. And be it further enacted, That 
if any negro or mulatto, bond or free, sh#li 
at any 11 mc lift his or her hand in oppofition 
to any perfon not being a negro or mulatto, 
he or she fo offending shall for every fuch 
offence prov cd by the oath of the party before 
any juftice of the peace of thedillri.it where 
fu c h o ffe n c e*s h a 11 been m m i t ted receive fu c h 
punishment as the juftice shall think proper 
not exceeding thirty lashes on his or her 
bare ba:k well laid or}, except in thofe cafes 
when it shall appear to fuch juflice, that fuch 
negro or mulatto was wantonly a (Tanked and 
lifted hits or her hand in his or her defee nc* 



§ r 3th. And.be it further cnafted, That 
whereas many times Haves run-awav and 
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lie hid ami lurking in lvvamps, woods and 
order oofeure places ; killing hogs and com- 
mil Jug other injuries to the inhabitants of 
this didrict.in all fuch cafes, upon intelligence 
given of two or mor* (laves lying out as a~ 
torefaid, any two joitices of the peace of 
the ciiftriff wherein the (laves are fuppofed 
tci lurk or do miichkf shall be and are em¬ 
powered and required, by warrant reciting 
their names and owners names, if known, 
to direct the sheriff of the laid diffrift to take 
fuch power with him, as he shall think fit 
and neceffary for the effectual appr ehending 
fuch our lying Have or (laves and go in fearch 
of them, and upon their being apprehended 
to commit them to the jail of his cliilricl for 
further trial. 

§ 14th And be it. further enafted. That 
if any negro or other (Kvc shall at any time 
confulr ad vile, or confpire to rebel or make 
infurredlion. or shah plot or confpire the mur¬ 
der of any pet Ion or pet Tons \v hat foe ver ev¬ 
ery fuch coniulting plotting or confpiring 
fiiall be adjudged and deemed felony, and 
the (lave or (laves conviftco thereof (hall fuf- 
fer death and be utterly excluded all benefit 
of clergy. 

§ 15th. And be it further enabled. That 
if any negio or other (lave, (hail pre¬ 
pare exhibit or admiuifter any medicine 

F 
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whatsoever, he or flie fo offending fhall 
be judged guilty ol felony and fuffer death 
Without benefit of clergy. 

§ i6th. Provided always, That if it (hall 
appear to the court before whom fuel; Have 
ihall be tried that the medicine was not pre¬ 
pared exhibited or admioittered, with an ill 
Intent, nor attended with any bad confe- 
quences fuch have fhall be acquitted. 

§ 17th. Provided alio. That nothing 
herein contained fhall be conflrued, to ex¬ 
tend to any flave or flaves adminiftering med¬ 
icine by his or her matter's or mi fir elks or¬ 
der in his or her famib or che family of an¬ 
other with the mutual confenr, of the owner 
of fuch Have and the mailer and miftrels of 
fuch family. 

§ i8th„ And be it further enaded, That 
if any matter or owner of a Have ihall li« 
cenfe fuch Have to go at large, and trade as 
a free man, the matter or owner fhall forfeit 
and pay the fum of thirty dollars for the uffe 
of the poor of fuch diftrid where fuch Have 
Ihall be found going at large, and trading as 
aforefaid, to be recovered by the overieers 
of the poor by adion of debt in any court 
of record within this diftrid, and if after 
convidion fuch (lave fhall be found going at 
large and trading the matter or owner Shall 
again be liable to the like penalty to be re¬ 
covered as aforefaid, andft fo as often after 
vidian as fuch flave Ihall be found going at 
large and trading. 



$ 19th. And be it further enafted, That 
if any perfon fhall permit or fuffer his or her 
flave to go at I irge or hire him orherfelf out 
it lhall be lawful for any perfon to appre-* 
head and carry fuch flave before any juflice 
of the peace in the diflrift where apprehen¬ 
ded, and if it (hall appear to thejnftice that 
fuch flave comes within the purview of this 
aft, he (hail order him or her to the jail of the 
diflrift there to be fafeiy kept until the next 
court, when, if it fhall be made appear to the 
court that the flave fo ordered to jail hath 
been permitted or fuffered to hire him or her* 
feif our, contrary to the meaning of this aft* 
it fhall be la wful tor the court and they are 
hereby required to older the fheriffor other 
officer of the .jiff rift, notice being given by 
the fheriffor other officer at the court hoafe 
door at lc«fl twenty days before the fale, to 
fell and dilpofeof every fuch flave for ready 
money* 

§ 20th* And be it further enafted, That 
twenty five per centum upon the amount of 
the faie of every (lave fo going at large* 
orhireing out himfelf or herfelf, fhall be ap¬ 
plied by the court ordering fuch faie towards 
leflening the diflrift levy, and the refidue (hall 
be paid by the fheriffor other officer, after 
dedufting five per centum for his trouble, and 
the jailors fees to the owner of fuch flave* 

§ 2 iff. And be it further enafted, That 
if any perfon fhall hereafter be quilty of flea * 
ling or felling any tree perfon for a flave, 



knmvfng the faid perfon fo fold to be free, 
thereof (ball be lawfully convifted, the pet - 
foi) fo convi&ed, (hall iufier death without 
the benefit of clergy. 

§ 22nd. .And be it further enabled, That 
if any perfon or perfons fliall Ileal any negro 
or mulatto whatsoever, out of, or from the 
pofleffion of rhe owner or overfeer of fuch 
flave, the perfon or perfons io offending fhall 
be, and are hereby declared felons, and lliall 
fufi'er death without benefit of clergy. 

§ 23rd. And be it further enadied, 1 hat 
it fliall be lawful for any perfon by his or her 
laft will and teA ament or any other inftru- 
ment in writing, urider hid or her hand and 
feal, attefied and proved in the diftrid court 
by two witneftes, or acknowledged by (he 
party in the court of the diftriifr where he or 
file refides, to emancipate and let free hisor 
her (lave, or any of them, who fhall there¬ 
upon be fully and entirely difcltarged from 
the performance ofany contract entered into 
during fervitude, and enjoy as full freedom 
as if they had been particularly named and 
freed by tins a£L Provided always. That 
all Oaves fo emancipated fhall he liable to he 
taken by execution to fatisty any debt can- 
trailed by the perfon emancipating them, 
before fuch emancipation is made. Provided 
alfo, that all ilaves fo let free, not being in 
the judgment of the court of fopnd mind Had 
body, or being above (he age of forty-five 
years* or being males udder thtrage efroen* 
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ty one, or females under the age of eighteen 
years, (hall be reflectively fupporrcd and 
maintained by the perfon fojibeiaiing them, 
t)r by his or her efiate ; and upon neglect or 
refula! fo to do, the court of the UiliriA 
where fuch neg!e<fl orrefufd may be, is here*’- 
by empowered and required, upon appllcati’ 
on to them made, to order the (heriff or o- 
ther ofFictr, to dedrain and fell fo much of 
the perlous eflace, as (hall be fulficient tor 
that porpofe. And provided alfo, that eve¬ 
ry perfon by Written indroment in his life¬ 
time, or if by lad will and tedament, the ex¬ 
ecutors of every perfon freeing any Have (halt 
Caufe to be delivered to him nr her, a copy 
of the infl rument'of emancipation, attefted 

i 
by the clerk of the c ourt ot me didrilt, who 
(hall be paid therefor by the perfon cmanci-' 
pttir.g eighty three cents, ro be colle&ed in 
the manner of other clerks fees, every perfon 
tiegle&ing orreiuiing ro deliver to any slave 
by him or her fet free, fuch copy (hall forfeit 
and pay thirty dollars * to be recovered with 
coftsin any court of record, one half thereof 
to the perfon fuing for the fame, and die o«* 
ther to the perfon to whom fuch copy ought 
to have been delivered, 

§ 24th. And be it further enacted. That 
it (hdH be lav* ful for any judice of the peace 
to commit 10 the jail of his didrift. any eman¬ 
cipated flaVe travelling out of the diftrift of 
bis relidence, without a copy of the inflru- 
aaent of bis or her emancipation, there to 



remain until fuch copy is produced and the 
jailors fees paid. 

§ 25th And be it further enafted That 
in cafe any Have fo liberated, shall neglcdt in 
any year to pay all taxes and levies impofed, 
or to be impeded by law, the court of the dif- 
triel, shall order the sheriff or ferjeanc, to hire 
out him or her, tor fu long time as will raife 
the taxes and levies, provided fufficient dif- 
irefs cannot be made upon his or her eOate. 

§ 26th. And be it further enacted, That 
laving ne.veriheiefs to all and every perfon 
and per Tons, bodies politic or corporate, 
and their heirs and fjcceflbrs, other than (lie 
perfon or perfons claiming under thofe io e- 
maiivipating their slaves, all fuch right and 
title as they, or any of them could or might 
claim, if this a<!:l had never been made. 

§ 27th. And be it further enadled, That 
all negroes and mullato Oaves in all courts of 
judicature within this diftridt (hall be held 
taken and adjudged to-be perfonai edate. 

§ 28th, And he it further enabled, That 
sf any widow po {Felled of a (lave or Oaves as 
of the dower of her huiband (hall remove or 
voluntarily permit to be removed out of this 
dill riel fuch (live or Q ives, or any of their in- 
creafe without the confenc of him or her in 
reverfion, fuch-widow dial) forfeit all and 
every fuch Have or Haves, all other the dow¬ 
er which she holds of the endowment of her 
hufband’s edate unto the perfon or perfons 
that shall have the reyerfon thereof; any' 



5avv coftom or ufage to the contrary notwith* 
Handing. 

§529^1. That And he it further enadled,That 
if any widow poifefied as a fond aid shall be 
married to a hulbaud, who shall lemove or 
Voluntarily permit to be removed, out at this 
didrift, any fuel) Have or Oaves, or any of 
their increafe without theconfent of him or 
her in revernon, in fuch cafe it shall be law¬ 
ful for him or her in revet bon to enter into, 
poflefs’and enjoy all the eflate v\ hich fuch 
hufband holdeth in rioht of his wilt's dower 
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for and during the life of the laid hufbnr.d* 
30th. And be it further enabled, '! hat 

where one or more Oaves shall defeend from 
a per foil dying in ted ate and an equal divi- 
vilion thereof cannot be made in kind, on 
account of the nature of the property it shall 
be lawful for the general court, or the court 
of the diflrid: by which the adminiftratioa 
to the eftate of the in reflate was granted, 
to direct the file of fuch slave or slaves and 
the dillribution of the money arifing there¬ 
from according to the rights of each claim* 
ant : Provided always, that each claimant: 
shall be duly fumtnoned to shew caufeif any 
he can againft fuch fale. 

$ 3ifh And be it further enabled, That 
no gift or gifts of any slave or slaves shall 
be good or lufficient to pafs any eftate in fuch 
slave or slaves,to any perfon or perfom vvhat- 
foe ver unlefs i!ie fame be mode by will duly 
proved and recorded, or by deed in writing 
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to be proved by two witncfies at the Jeaft*. 
or acknovv legged by the donor a..u : tx orbed 
in the di ft riel court, where one of the parties 
lives within eight months after lae dale of 
fucii deed or weiring. 

5 32nd. And be it fm?herenafted, That 
this aft shall be conltrued to exreuo on!) to 
gifts of slaves whereof the donor? have nct- 
withiranding futh gifts remained in the pcif- 
feflion, and not gilts of Inch slaves as have at 
any time come into the actual polulhon of, 
and have remained with the donee, 01 tome 
perfon claiming under fuch donee. 

$ 33rd. And be it further enafied, provi¬ 
ded always, 1 hat nothing in thisaft contain¬ 
ed shall be conflrued to alter any adjuration 
heretofore made, nor to efftft the inter-eft 
of any bona fide purchafcr for a valuable cen* 
fideration, or creditor of the donor before the 
donee hath been at leaft three y tars in pof- 
fefiion of fuch slave or slaves under fuch gift. 

j 34th. And be it further enabled, '1 hat 
no re after of any ship or any other vtflel, 
shall tranfport or carry any ferv&nt, what¬ 
soever, or any negro or mulatto, or other 
slave out of this diilrift without the confent 
or permifRon of the perfon or per Ions to 
w hom fuch fervant or slave doth of right be¬ 
long upon penalty of forfeiting and paying 
one hundred and fifty dollars for every fer¬ 
vant or slave tranfported or carried hence, 
contrary to this aft ; one moiety to the dif- 
irift, and the other moiety to the owner of 



fuch fervant or (lave, to be recovered with 
coils, by atfion of debt or information in any* 
com t. of t'ecord in this difirift and more¬ 
over fuch matter ihali be liable to the fuit of 
the party grieved at the common law for 
his or her damages. 

§ 35th. And be it further ena&ed, That 
it) any a&ion which (hall he brought againffc 
the matter of a ihip or veffel under this aci, 
the court wherein the fame (hall be-depen¬ 
ding may rule the defendant to give fpecial 
bail if they fee caufe and ttiall not allow him 
to plead in bar or give in evidence any a£l 
or Harare of lumnnon any former or other 
law r j the contrary notwichltanding. 

1 he fan:crd\t)o is hereby declared to b« 
C~ r~ 

a law for the dittrftl of Louiffana, to take 
cffefl: accordingly. in tettnnony whereof, 
tve, William Henry Harrifon, governor, and 
Thomas T. Oavis, Henry Vander Burgh, 
and John Griffin, judges in and over the 
Indiana- Territory, have hereunto, let our 
hands at Vincennes* the firtt day of October, 
one rlioufand eight hnndred and four, and of 
the Independendence of the United States 
the twenty-ninth. 

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON 
THOMAS TERRY DAVIS, 
HE RY VANDER bORGEL 
JOHN GRIFFIN* 
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