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A LAW 

Entitled a Law respecting Slaves. 

\ K it enacted by the governor and judges 

j) of the Indiana Territory, authorised 

ul empowered by an act of Congress to make 

aw for the District oj Louisiana, and it is 

•reby enacted by the authority of the same, 
hat no negro or mulatto 11# be a wit- ^^oTbe 
■Is, except in pleas of the United States a- a Wltness cX. 

in ft negro or mulatto or in civil picas cept in cer- 

here negroes alone flvall be parties. Uin cases* 

Sec. e. Andbeufunberen^d 

ive lhall go from the tenements ol his mat* tjle tenement 
,r or other perfoii with whom he lives with- ©hhis master 

at a pafs, or fome letter or token whereby 
may appear that he is proceeding by autho-jnissl° 

ity from his mafter, employer or overfeer ; 

’ he does,’ it fhall be lawful for any perfon to 
pprehend and carry him before a juftice of penalty, 

le peace, to be by his order punifhed with 

ripes, or not, in his diferetion* 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if n0 slave 

ny Have fliall prefume to come, and be upon shall come 

he plantation of any perfon whatfoever, with- 0p 
»ut leave in writing from his or her owner any person 

>r overfeer, not being fent upon lawful bufi- without pert 

lefs, it fhall be lawful for the owner or over- mls 

eer of fuch plantation, to give or order fuch penalty, 

lave ten lafhes on his or her bare back for 

tvery fuch offence. 

Sec. 4 And be it further enacted. That no 
[lave or mulatto whatfoever, fhall keep or No slave, &q. 

-arry any gun, powder, (hot, club, or other to keep or 
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^“SU"’ 'veap°n wlM'fMVOY offenfive or defenfivt; 
but all and every gun, weapon andamm'unition 
found in the poffcffion or euftody of any ne¬ 

gro or mulatto, may be feized by any perfon 

and upon disproof thereof made before any 

juftice of the peace of the diftrift where 

fuch feizure fliall be, fliali by his order be 

Penally. forfeited to the feizor, for his own ufe, and- 

moreover, every fuch offender {hall have and 

receive by order of fuch juftice any number 

of laflies not exceeding thirty-nine on his or 

her bare back, well laid on for every fuch of. 
fence. 

SeC‘ Alld bs n further enacted. That ev. 
ncgioes in ery frce ,ieSro or mulatto, being a houfe keep. , 
certain cases, er may be permitted to keep one gun, powder 

• "knd fhot; and all negroes or mulattoes, bond 

or free, living at any frontier plantation, may 

be permitted to keep and ufe guns, powder, 
fhot and weapons, offenfive and defenfivc, by 

licence from a juftice of the peace of the dif- 

tri& wherein fuch plantation lies, to be ob* j 

tained upon the application of free negroes or 

mulattoes, or of the owners of fuch as are 
Haves. 

“mu! Sfc«- Mb'hfurtber'netted, Thatev- 
Tjittoes. ery perfon other than a negro, whofe grand 

father pr grand mother any one is or lhall 

have been a negro, although all his other pro- 

gemtors, except that defeending from the ne? 

gro, fhall have been white perfons fhall be 

deemed a mulatto, and fo everj7 fuch perfon 

who fhall have one fourth part or more, of 

negro blood, fhall in like manner be deemed 

a mulatto.- 
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Sec. 7. And beit further enacted. That all Riots, &c. 

ats, routs, unlawfulafftmbliesandfeditious ^ve^hovy 
eeches by a (lave, or fl<tvesj7ftiall be punifb- punfshedk 
1 with ftripes, at the difcretion of a juftice 
' the peace, and he who will may apprehend 

id carry him, her or them before fuch juf- 

:e. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted. That to Penalty for 
event the inconvenience arifing from the permitting 

e-jtings of Haves, if any mailer, miftrefs or ^ma'inon*0 
erfeer of a family fball knowingly permit any planta¬ 

in Her any Have not belonging to him or tio» without 

:r, to be and remain upon his or her planta- Permissio!>“ 

>n, above four hours at any onetime, with- 

it leave of the owner or overfeer of fuch 

ive, he or Ihefo permitting (hall forfeit and 

ly three dollars for every fuch offence, and 
?ery owner or overfeer of a plantation, who 

tall lo permit or fuffer more than five ne- 

•oes or Haves, other than his or her own, to 

; and remain upon his or her plantation, or 

tarter at any other time, (hall forfeit and 

ty one dollar for each negro or (lave above y' 

iat number, which laid’ fcveral forfeitures 

tall be to the informer, and be recoverable 

ffore any juftice of the peace of the diftrift, 

ith colts, where fuch offence fhall be com- 

litted. Provided always, that nothing here- Proviso in 

i container!, lliall be conftrued to prohibitcertain cassS* 

ie negroes Or flaves of one and the fame own. 

\ though featcd at different quarters, from 

leeting with their owner or overfeer’s leave, 

pon any plantation to fuch owner belonging, 

or to reftrain the meeting of flaves on their 

wner’s or overseer’s bufmefs at any puolic 
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mill, foas filch meeting be not in the night ,.e 

time, nor on a Sunday, nor to prohibit their 

meeting on any other lawful occafion, by li. C 

cence in writing from tfieir owner or over- ^ 

feer, nor their going to church and attending cn‘ 

divine fervice on the Lord’s day nor any o- s an 
thei day of public worlhip. I ' j 

No white Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That if' m< 

person, free any white perfon, free negro or mulatto, (hall Pp 

latfo to°beaU"at any time be foun(l in company with flaves f01 
found in at any unlawful meeting, or fhall harbour or do 

company entertain any Have, without the^confent of his 

Wlthurdawfuior ^er owner' fuch Perfon being thereof con¬ 
victed before any juftice of the peace, ihall 

forfeit and pay three dollars for every fuch of- nc 

fence to the informer, recoverable, with cofts, ce 

before fuch juftice ; or on failure of prefent w 
payrhent, {hall receive on his or her bare ; th 

1 A 

any 
meeting, 

penalty. 

th 

Duty of jus¬ 

tice of the 

back, twenty lafhes well laid on, by order of 

the juftice before whom fuch conviction {ball 

be made. 

Sec.1 to. And be it further enacted. That 

every juftice of the peace, upon his owft! 

an*unlawful knowledse of fuch unlawful meeting, or in. 
meeting of formation thereof to him made within ten 

slaves days after, {hall iflue his warrant to appre- 

hend fuch perfonsTo met or aflembled, and 

caufe them to be brought before himfelf or 
any other juftice of the dittrief, to be dealt 

with as this a 61 dire&s ; and every juftice 

failing herein fhall forfeit and pay eight dol- 

?fffunderher" ^ars f°r every fuch failure; and every {heriff 
sheriff, ser- or other officer who {hall fall upon knowledge 

jeant and 0r Information of fuch meeting to endeavour 
constable to to fUpprefs the fame and bring the offenders 



[ l.r •] 

tore fome juftice of the peace to receive suppress 

e punifhment, fliall be liable to the like *uch unlaw" 

nalty of eight dollars, both which penalties penakies for 

ill be to the informer, and recoverable with refusing, 

fts in any diftrifit court, by adlion of debt; 

d every under fheriff, ferjeant or conftablp 
10, upon knowledge or information of fuch 

meting, fliall fail to perform his duty in fup- 

efling the fame, and apprehending the per¬ 

is fo aflembled, flialL forfeit and pay Four 

liars for every fuch failure, to the informer 

:overable with cofts before any juftice of 

e diftrift. 

Sec 11. And belt further enacted. That No person 

i perfon whatfoever fliall buy, fell or re- shal1 bu)r» 

ive of, to or from a Have, any commodity celveorlo 
hatfoever, without the leave or ponfent of 0r from a 

ic matter, owner or overfeer of fuch. (lave. s!uvs an>' 

nd if any perfon (hall prefume to deal with 

iv flave without fuch leave or confent, he mission 

■ fhe fo offending fliall forfeit and pay to the iron| thef 

after or owner of fuch flave four times the suck siave ; 

ilue of the thing fo bought, fold or receiv penalty for 

1, to be recovered with cofts by aftion upon sodoinS* 

ie cafe in any court of record within this 
iftri'ft, and fliall alfo forfeit and pay the fur- 

ier fum of twenty dollars to any perfon who 

ill fue for the fame, to be recovered with 

offs in any court within this diftridf having 
mfdi6tion; or receive on his or her bare 
ack thirty-nine lafhes well laid on, but fliall 

everthelefs be liable to pay the cofts of the 
ait. 

Sec. 12. Andbe it further enacted, That No negro 

f any negro or mulatto, bond or free, fhall ator mu,attr* 
C 
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jifcall lift his at any time lift his or her hand in oppofitioj} 

hand in op. tQ a ne. fon not being a negro o'" mulat- 
position to , n r rr i- n 11 r 
any white to, he or lhe fo offending lhall for every 
person ; fuch offence proved by the oath of the party 

penalty before any juftice of the peace of the diftrift , 

where fuch offence fliall be committed, re¬ 

ceive fuch punifhment as the jullice fliall 

think proper, not exceeding thirty lufhes, on 

certain case* or ^er back well laid on, except in 
excepted. thofe cafes when it fliall appear to fuch juf¬ 

tice, that fuch negroior mulatto was wantonly 

affaulted and lifted his or her hand in his or 

her defence. 

Run aw Sec. 13. And be it further enacted. That 

slave's'how to H’hereas many times (laves run aw ay and lid 

be dealt with, hid and lurking In fvvamps, woods and othen 

obfeure places ; killing hogs and commit- 

ing other injuries to the inhabitants of this 

drftridd in all fuch cafes, upon intelligence 

given of two or more flaves lying out as a- 

forefaid, any two juflices of the peace of the 

diftrict wherein the slaves are fuppofed t® 

lurk or do tnifehief fhall be and are empow¬ 

ered and required, by warrant reciting their 
names and owners names, if known, to 

direft the flieriff of the laid diftridl to take 

fuch power with him, as he iliall think fit and 

neceflary for the effedlual apprehending fuch 

out lying slave or slaves and go in fearch 

of them, and upon their being apprehended 

to commit them to the jail of his diftri&l lor 

further trial. 

Slaves con- Sec. 14. And be it further enacted. That if 
sulting or any n(.gro or other slave- fliall at any time 
coaspumg to con£uit) advife or confpirc to rebel- or make 
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i ''hifurrc&ion, or lhall plot or confplre the mur- rebel or t© ^ 

Ider of anyperfon orperfons whatfoever ev- 

erj; fuch confulting plotting or confpiriug punished, 

i lluill be adjudged and deemed felony, and ^ 

the slave or slaves convicled thereof fhall 

ftiffer death and utterly excluded all bene- 

1 fit of clergy. 

I Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That p^n * PIxh:'. 
1 if any negro or other slave, fhall prepare biting or ad« 

I exhibit or adminifter any medicine whatfo- ministering 

1 ever, he or Ihe fo offending fliall be judg ™edlcine. 

Jed guilty of felony and fuffer death without ecj. 

! benefit of clergy, 

fc Sec. 16. Provided .always. That if it fliall Proviso in 
appear to the court before whom fuch slave certain cases! 

lhall be tried that the medicine was not pre- 

pared exhibited or adminiftered, with an ill 

$ intent, nor attended with any bad confequen- 
| ces fuch Have (hall be acquitted. 

Sec. 17. Provided also. That nothing here- Further pro 

in contained lhall be conftrued, to extend j^n^r.®n 

£ to any Have or slaves adminiflcring medicine is acimrnis- 
by his or her mailer’s or miftrelles’ .order tered, Stc. 

rain Ins or her family or the family of ano- <vv‘th ^on* 
I ther with the mutual confent, of the owner 1 e 

of fuch Have arid the mailer and miftrefs of 
| fuch family. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted. That if No master or 

if any mailer or owner of a slave lhall licenfe 
I f i 1 slave shall 
I men slave to go at large, and trade as a free suffer such 

| man, the matter or owner fhall forfeit and slave to go 

I pay the fum of thirty doliars for the life 

F °f the poor.of fuch dittritl where fuch slave |^c,nan\ 
. 'ttjall be found going at large, and trading as penalty fan 
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aforefaid, to be recovered by the overfeers 
of the poor by action of debt in any court 
of record within this diftrifit, and if after 
convi&ion fuch slave fhall be found going at] 
large and trading the mailer or owner fhall 
again be liable to the like penalty to be reco¬ 
vered as aforefaid, £tnd fo as often after con¬ 
viction as fuch slave lhall be found going at 
large and trading. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That 
if any perfon fhall permit or fuffer his or her 
Have to go at large or hire him or herfelf out, 
it fhall be lawful for any perfon to appre¬ 
hend and carry fuch have before any juflice 
of the peace in the diftriCt where apprehend., 
ed, and if it fhall appear to the jullice that 
fuch have comes within the purview of thisj 
a£t, he fhall order him or her to the jail of 
the diftriCt there to be fafely kept until the 
next court, when, if it fhall be made appear 
to the court that the slave fo ordered to jail 
hath been permitted or fuffered to hire him or 
herfelf out, contrary to the meaning of this 
a£t, it fhall be lawful for the court and they 
are hereby required to order the fheriff or o- 
ther officer of the diftriCt, notice being given 
by the fheriff or other officer at the court 
houfe door at leaf! twenty days before the 
fale, to fell and difpofe of every luch slave for 
ready money. 

Sec, 20. And be it further enacted, That 
twenty five per centum upon the amount of 
the fale of every slave fo going at large, 
or hireing out himfelf or herfelf, fhall be 
applied by the court ordering fuch fale 10? 



[21 ] 

wards leffemng the diftrift levy, and the re- 

fidue {hall be paid by the fheriff or other of. 

ficer, after deduaing five per centum for his I trouble, and the jailor’s fees, to the owner of 

fuch slave. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That if stealing or. 
any perfon ihall hereafter be guilty of fteal selling any 

| ing or felling any free perfon for a slave, 

knowing the laid perfon fo fold to be free, and how pUnigh„ 

thereof fhall be lawfully conviaed, the per- ed. 

I fon fo conviaed, fliall fuffer death without 

the benefit of clergy. 

; Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That if 

any perfon or perfons ihall fteal any negro s]avea ^0Vf 

or mulatto whatfoever, out of, or from the punished. Ipoffefiion of the owner or pverfeer of fuch 

slave, the perfon or perfons f<^ offending fliall 

be and are hereby declared felons, and fliall 

fuffer death without benefit of clergy. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That jn what man- 
| it fliall be lawful for any perfon by his or her ner slaves 

laft will and teftament or any other inftru - Ve *" 
... i * , , mancipated* 

ment in writing, under his or her hand and 

- leal, attelled and proved in the diftridl court 

■ by two witneftes, or acknowledged by the 

party in the court of the diftridl where he or 

fhe re fide s« to emancipate and fet free his or 

jj her slave, or any of them, who (hall thereT 

i upon be fully and entirely difeharged from 

| the performance of any contradl entered into 

l during fervitude, and enjoy as full freedom 

as if they had been particularly named and 
freed by this afit. Provided always, That 

| all slaves fo emancipated Ihall be liable to be 
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taken by execution to fatisfy any debt con. 

tracked by the perfon emancipating them, , 

b' fore fuch emancipation is made. Provided 

also. That all slaves lo let free, not being in 

the judgment of the court of found mind and 

body, or being above the age of forty-five 

years, or being males under the age of twen- 

i}7 one, or females under the age of eighteen 

years, fhall be refpettively fupported and 

maintained by the perfon fo liberating them, 

or by his or her eftate ; and upon negle6t or 

refufal fo to do, the court of the cliftridu 
where fuch negle61 or refufal may be, is here-l 

by empowered and required, upon applicati-I 

onto them made, to order the fherifforo-i 

ther officer, to diftrain and fell fo much ofl 

the perfons ellate, as ihall be fufficient fori 

that purpofe. And provided also. That every’ 

perfon by written inftrument in his life*! 

time, or if by laft will and teftament, ex- ' 

editors of every perfon freeing any slave! 

Ihall caufe to be delivered to him or her, aco»i 

py of the inftrument of emancipation, ajtefl./j 

ed by the clerk of the court of the diftri£>,| 

who Ihall be paid therefor by the perfon email- j 

cipating eighty.three cents, to be collefledin 

the manner of other clerk’s fees ; every per¬ 

fon negle&ing or refufing to deliver to any 

slave by him or her fet free, fuch copy, {halt 

forfeit.and pay thirty dollars ; to be recover- ! 
ed with cofts in any court of record, one half 

thereof to the perfon fuing for the fame, and 

the other to the perfon to whom fuch copy 

ought to have been delivered. 

‘Slaves enum- gee. 24. And be it further enacted, That it 

A 
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iall be lawful for any juftice of the peace to cipated 

ammit to the jail of his diftrift, any eman- JJe d\ftriet 

ipated slave travelling out of the dillrift of without a co- 

is relid. nce, without a copy of the inftru- 

lent ol his or her emancipation, there to t0 be tle’jt 

:main until fuch copy is produced and the with, 

dors fees paid. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That in Slaves eman# 

ife any slave fo liberated, lhall negleft in 

ny year to pay all taxes and levies impofed, taxes how to 

r to be impofed by law, the court of the disposed 

ifti ict (hall order the fheriff or ferjeant to 0 ' 

ire out him or her, for fo long time as will 

life the taxes and levies, provided fufficlent 

iflrefs cannot be made upon his or her es- 

ite. 

See. 26. And belt further enacted. That Proviso in 

tving ncverthelefs to all and every perfon °^c£eQrV 

ndperfons, bodies politic or corporate, and 

heir heirs and fucceffors, other than the per- 

)n or perforis claiming urfder thofefo eman- 

Ipating their slaves, all fuch right and title • 

s they, or any of them could or might claim, 

f this aft had never been made. 

Sec- 27. And be it further enacted. That all Slaves dec% 

icgroes and mulatto slaves in all courts of 

udicature within this diftrift fhall be held, chattels, 

aken and adjudged to be personal eftate. 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That if Nowidow en# 

my widow pofTefled of a slave or slaves as ^^nslavesTi 
)f the dower of herhufband (hall remove or removethe 

roluntarily permit to be removed out of this same out of 

Kftrift fuch slave or slaves, or any of their the dlstricV 
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increafe without the confent of him or her in 

reverfion, fuch widow fhall forfeit all and ev¬ 

ery fuch slave or slaves, all other the dower 

which fhc holds of the endowment of her 

hufband’s eftate, unto the perfon or perfons 

that fhall have the reverfion thereof; any 

law cuftom or ufage to the contrary notvvith* 
Handing. 

Sec. 29. And be it. further enacted, That 

if any widow poflelfed as aforefaid fhallbe 
marries to a husband, who lhall remove ot 

voluntarily permit to be removed out of this 

diftridt, any luuh slave or slaves, or any a 

their increafe without the consent of him d 

her in reverfion, in fuch cale it lhall be law; 

ful for him or her in reverlion to enter into, 

poffefs and enjoy all the eftate which fuel 

hulband holdeth in right ofhis wife’s dower 

for and during the life of the faid husband. 

Slaves de- Sec. 3oth. And be it further enacted. That 

scending to where one or more slaves lhall defeend from 

sons in cer- a perfon dying lnteftate and an equal divifion 

tain cases thereof cannot be made in kind, on account c 

S^d0lhe,:atUre0fthe.pr0pert>'’ il nwl1 be lawfn 
of. ioythe general court, or the court of the dis 

v tn& by which the adminiftration to the eftat 

of the inteftate was granted, to dirc& the faleo 

- - fuch slav^ or slaves and the diftribution of th< 
money ar ifing t hei efro m according to the right 

of each claimant: Provided always, that eacl 

claimant lhall be duly fummbrred to fhefl 
Caufe if anyhedm againft luch fale. 

n„Seef; An<l'xit furtherenacted. Tha 
no gilt or gifts of any slave or slaves fhall b* 
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good or flifficient to pafs any eftate in fuch slaves shall 

slave or slaves, to anyperfon orperfons what- be ma;ie to 

foever unlefs the fame be made by will duly be valid* 

proved and recorded, or by. deed in writing 

f to be proved by two witneffesat the leaft, or 

^ acknowledged by the donor and recorded in 

the diftriet court where one of the parties 

lives within eight months after, the date of 

fuch deed or writing. 

See. 3-J. And be it further enacted, That Provided this 

this ad fhall be conftrued to extend, only to only to 

gifts of slaves whereof the donors have not extena to 
' i a r r \ '<* * . where tue 

H ithltanding luch guts remained -in' the pos- doner keeps 

felfion, and not gifts of fuch slaves as have at P°8SC88ioa 

any time come into the a&ual pofleffion of, thcre° * 

and have remained with the donee, or fome 
perfon cl liming under fuch donee. 

| Sec. 33. And be it further enacted, provided 

always, That nothing in this a& contained t™3t*ct;*ot 

fliall be conftrued to alter any adjudication adjudication 
heretofore made, nor to effed the intereft of or affect b .na 

any bona fide purchafer for a valuable confid fide Purcha' 

eration, or creditor of the denor before the SCS> C C* 

donee hath been at leaft three years in poflef- 
fion of fuch Have or flaves under fuch gift. 

Sec. 34. And be it further enacted, That 
no matter of any fhip or any other veffel Master of a 

fhall tranfport or carry any fervant, whatfo- lllly away0 

ever, orany negro or mulatto, or other Have an>'slave„ 

out of this diftrid without the confent o; «tc- w,thout 

permiffion of the perfon orperfons to whom 
fuch fervant or (lave doth of right belong, up- 

on penalty of forfeiting and paying one hun- 

ored and fifty dollars^for every fervant ©r 
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ilave transported or carried hence, contrary 

to this a6f ; one moiety to the cliftrifE and 

the other moiety to the owner of fuch fervant 

or fhve, to be recovered with cofts, by ac- 

tinn of debt or information in any court of 

record in this diftnfit, and moreover fuch 
matter fhall be liable to the luit of the party1 

grieved at the common law for his or her 

damages. 

Sec. 35. And be it further enacted. That 

in any a&ion which fhall be brought agaipft 

the matter of a fhip or veflel under this a&, 

the court wherein the fame fhall be depend¬ 

ing may rule the defendant to give fpecial bail 
if they fee caufe. and fhall not allow him to 

plead in bar or give in evidence, any a£l or 

ftatute of limitation any former or other law 

to the contrary notvvithilanding. 

The foregoing is hereby declared to be a 
law for the Diftrift of Louifiana, to take ef- 

feft accordingly. In teftimony whereof, we, 

William Henry Harrifon, governor, and 

Thomas T. Dtfvis, Henry Vander Burgh, 

and John Griffin, judges in and over the In¬ 

diana Territory, have hereunto fet our hands, 

at,Vincennes, the firtt day of O&ober, < ne 

thoufand eight hundred and four, and of the 

Independence of the United States the twen¬ 
ty-ninth. 

Wm. BENPY HARRISON. 

THOMAS TERRY DAVIS. 

HEN BY VANDER BLKGIfl 

JOHN URIkEIN. 




