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TITLE 157.

Staveg.”

1. IF any slave o Indian at any time after tie ratificatios
of this act, shall take away or let loose any Loat or canve, or
steal anv grappling, painter, rope, sail or oars from any land-
iy or placc whatsonever, where the owners or persons it whose
service and employment they were last in, had made fast or
laid the same, shall for the first offence he or they shall be con-
victed of, receive on his or their bare backs thirty-nine lashes,

* Slavery secms to have always existed in the world from the time
of No.h, ander va-ious forms; and in some countries the slaves formed
the most nomocous ciass.  The Helutes were slaves, and belonged to the
public. The Athenian slaves were numerous; and the free citizens of
Rome had incredible numbers, whose lives depended on the absolute
will of .heir musiers  Slaves appear to have been nearly as nunicrous
as frecemen in some Buropean countr:es, long «fier the establishment of
Christianity, and were chicflv emploved in cultivating the earth, 1s ihe
Helores were in Laconia.  ‘Thev congisted of captives taken in war, or
were acquied in various other wavs. ‘Their masters had absoluie do.
minon aver thew persons, and might punish them capitally. This pow.
er cont:nued as ke as the 1weif h century.  Afierwards it wis restrain.

,ed: bu. a shigh* compensation was admitted as an atonement for taking

away the bife of a slase.  Slaves were punished with more rigour thar
freomen, and dffirently. They were not permitted to marry, nor en-
couiaged to cobubit together. Af erwards they were permitted to
mare: with the consent of the:r masters. T'he cinldren of slaves follow.
cd oz condiwn of their parenis. Slaves were ihe property of :heir
mas vy, and micht be sold at pleasu.c as any other moveuble. In pro.
cess of time they hecamc adicripti gleba, and were conveyed by sale
together with the farm or estate to which they belonged. They had 1
title to nothing bu* subsisience and clothes from their master; and
all the profits of their labour accrued 10 him.  They were distinguish.
ed by a pcculiar dress.  They were obliged to shave their heads, be-
cause long hair (as among the Spartans) was a mark of freedom and
dignity. They were not udmitted to give evidence against a freeman
in a court of justice. This class of men were called servi.  There was
ano'her class calied willeni, villiens, who were also adscripéi glebe or
ville, from which they derived their name, and were transferable along
with it.  They paid & fixed rent to their master for the land they cul-
tivated.  Villicns in England were of two sorts: Villiens in gross, who
were immediatcly bound to the person of their lord, and his heirs; and
villiens regardunt to 4 mano., or bound 10 the lord as annexed to his
manor He wus i« pure villien. ‘There are not naw anv villiens in Eng-
land properiy so culled, and the tenure of villienage was abolished by
Stat. 12 Ch. 2 c. 24. Sce Roberis. Ch. V.val.1. 2 Bl Com. 92. Co.
Lit. Terms de Iey.  Gibbh, Decline & Fall,

Vassalage, or rather slavery, still exists in Russia, to a great extent.
The fortune of a Russian nobleman is measured by the number of boare,
or peasants, that hie possesses, which in general are salcable fike cattle,
and not adecripti glebe. 1hs revenue arises from a capitation tax on all
the males.  Buch famity has a portion of land to enltivate, which it 18
evidently the interest of the boor not to improve.  See Malthus on Ve-
pulation, B. 2. ¢. 3. Smith’s Wealth of Nat'onz, vol. 1. p. 285,
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and for the second offence, shall forfeit and have cut off from TIT.157.
kis or their heads one ear. VNt

2. Upon complaint made to any justice or justices of the .. A. 1695-6.
peace, of any oftence committed by any negro or Indian as P.L.2
aforesaid, the said justice or justices shall issue his or their
warrants for apprehending the offenders, and for all persons
to come before him or them that can give evidence, and if up-
en examination it appears that the apprehended are guilty, the
aaid justice or justices shall give sentence that the oftender
shall reccive such punishment as is by this act directed, and
forthwith by his or their warrant cause immediate execution
to be done by any constable or his deputy, in such manner as
he or they shall think fit.

3. Since charity and the Christian religion which we profess. A. A. 1711.
ebliges us to wish weil to the souls of all men, and that religion P L-18.
may not be made a pretence, to alter any man’s property and :I:SlS(l f":)"’
right, and that no persons mayv neglect to haptize their negroes {,,.q );ot"'
or slaves, or suffer them to be baptized, for fear that thereby mcmi,, set
they should be manumitted and set free: Be it therefore enact- free.
ed, That it shall be, and is hereby declared, lawtul for any
negro or Indian slave, or any other slave or slaves whatsoever,
to receive and profess the Christian faith, and be thereunto
baptized. But that notwithstanding such slave or slaves shall

receive and profess the Christian religion, and be baptized, he
or they shall not thereby be manumitted or set free, or his or
their owner, master or mistress loose his or their civil right,
property and authority over such slave or slaves, but that the
slave or slaves, with respect to his or their servitude, shail re-
main and continue in the same state and condition, that he or
they was in before the making of this act.

4. Whereas in his majeaty’s plantations in America, slavery A. A.174(
has been introduced and allowed ; and the people commonly P- L. 163-4
ealled negroes, Indians, mulattoes and mestizos, have been [ Negro act)
deamed ahsolute slaves, and the subjects of property in the
hands of particular persons; the extent of whose power over
such slaves, ought to be settled and limited by positive laws,
so that the slaves may be kept in due subjection and obedi-
ence, and the owners and other persons having the care and
government of slaves, may be restrained from exercising too
great rigour and cruelty over them ;* and that the public peace
and order of this province may be preserved :

5. Be it emxcte;: that all negroes, Indians, (free Indians in ;- e
amity with this governiment, and negroes, mulattoes and mesti- t;::s;;?lu,:es_
zos who are now free, excepted) wulattoes or mestizes, who t;zo;, (excepr
now are or shall hereafter be in this province, and all their those free in
issue and offspring born or to be born, shall be and they are 1740) and
hereby declared to be and remain for ever hereafter absolute heiv o%-
slaves, and shall follow the condition of the mother 5 and shall :g&m",’:sj[;:
be deemed, sold, taken, reputed and adjudged in law o be gjaves. and w0
chattels personal in the hands of their owners and possessors follow the
and their executors, administrators and assigns, to all infents, condition of

constructions and purpeses whatsoever. 3:"‘ bt:other.id

o be consid-
ered chattels
* Montesq. Sp. L, boek xv. personal.

Negroes, In-

s e B S
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TIT.157. 6. Provided that if any negro, Indian, mulaito, or mestizo
v~ shall claim his or her freedom, it shall and may be lawiul for
A. A 1740.  such negro, [ndian, mulatto or mestizo, or anv person or per.
P. L 165-4 sons whatsoever, on his or her benalf to apply to the justices
%ﬁ“ﬂ: “;r‘cg of his majesty’s court of common pleas by petition or motion,
i either during the sitting of the said court, or before any of the
Aguardian  Justices of the same court at any time in the vacation. And
may be «d-  the said gourt or any of the justices thereof, shall, and they are
mitted far  hereby fuily empowered to admit any person so applying, to
any reputed b ryardian for any negro, Indian, mulatto or mestizo claiming
?i‘g'?rf::gx, his, her or their freedom, and such guardians shall be enabled,
10 bring entitled and capa®le in law to hring an action of trespass, in
aniciion of  the nature of ravishment of ward, against any person who
ravishment of shall claim property in, who shall be in possession of any
ward, &.  such negro, Indian, mulatto or mestizo : and the defendant
shal] and mav plead the general issue on such action brought,

and the special matter may and shall be given in evidence,

and upon a general or special verdict found, judgment -uall

be given according to the very right of the cause, without

having anv regard to any defect in the proceedings, either in

1 verdict fo# form or substance : And if judgment shall be given for the
the plamtiff = plaintiff, a special entry shall be made, declaring, that the
special “'(‘1“‘.‘ ward of the plaintift is free, and the jury shall assess damages
ts‘:cb“ "MacE  which the plaintift®s ward hath sustained, and the court shall
' give judgment, and award execution again-t the defendant
for sucn damages with full costs of suit;gut in case judgment

Judgment shall »e given ?or the defendant, the sai.d court is hereby fully
tor defendant, empowered to inflict such corporal punishment not exten-ling

Xe. to life or limb on the ward of the plaintiff as they in their dis-
cretion shall think fit.

Burthén of 7 Providled, that in any action or suit to he brought in pur-

preaton he suacce of the direction of this act, the burthen of the proof

planudh. shall lay uzon the plaintiffy and it shall be always presumed,
that ~very negro, Ind.an, mulatto and nestizo, is a slave, un-

Provisas. lés< tne contrary can be made appear. (The Indians in amit

witi, this government excepted) in which case the burthen of
the proot shali lie on the defendant.

8. Provided also, that nothing in this act, shall be consrrued
to hinder or restrain any other court of law or equity in this
province, from determining the property of slaves, or their
right of freedom, which now have coguizance or jurisdiction
of the same, when the same shall happen to come in judgment
before such courts or any of them, always taking this act for
their direction therein.

§11. 9. And in every action or suit to he brought by any such
i’.l“(::};;‘f:"’;e suardian as aforesaid, appointed pursuant to the Ei’iyrection‘of
deferdnt  this act, the defendant shall enter into a recognizance with
to ~aterin'a  ORE or more suflicient sureties to the plaintiff in such sum as
arccop - the said court of common pleas shall direct, with condition
zance 10 pro-  that he shall produce the ward of the plaintiff at all times,

duce the ward when required by the court, and that whilst such action or
of ~he plain. -

tiff, &c. e
* See within; altered by A. A,




Slabes. 231

suit shall be depending and unletermined, the ward of the TIT.157.
laiati  shall not be el.-gned, abused or inisused. > o &

10. And tor the better keeping slaves in due qrder and sub- -~ A .. 4.
jection: Be it furt®r.enacted, that no person wiatsoever, " "-"0&*6.\
ahall permit_or suffer ¥hy slave under uis or their care or*{((€ s“’:
management;, and who lives, or is employed m Charlestown, «, 41 ¢ to
or an: other tywn in this province, to go out gf thie limitxof the 1e Wepent
said town, or amysuch®ai &wio lives w tie co'untr}\g:o out ¥ram peme
9T the plantation to which such slave belongs, or in which plan- without a let-
tation such slave is usually employed, without a letter super. ter ot ticket.
scribed and directed, or a ticket in the words following: "

Permit this slave to he absent from Charlestown, (or any
other town, or if he lives in the country) from Mr.

- plantation in parish, for days (or

hour<) dated the ——— dayv of or to that purpose or

eitect:s winch ticket slall be signed by the master or other

person having the care or charge of such slave, or by some

other pcrsofb_v s or thewr order, direction and consent:

And every slave wiio shall he tound out of Charlestown, or ‘S-lf;fs f;’;:d
any otier town, 1f such slave hives or is usually enlplo}'eh',h(,;ta
there, or out of the plantation to which such slave helongs, or che Low to
in which such slave is usually emploved, if such slave fives be deult with.
m the country, wit..out a letter or ticket as aforesaid, or with-

out a white person in his company, shall be punished with § 4.
whipping on the nare back not exceeding twenty lashes. Any r.eis0n

11. And if any person shall presume to give a ticket or “hoshullgive
license to any slave, who is the property or under the care :l::'i b l,tﬁ'oﬁt
or charge of another, without the consent or arainst the will || mister’s
of the owner, or other person having charge of such slave. cousent shall
shall forfeit to the owner the sum of twenty pounds current forter: 2.
money. to the swner.

12. If any slave, who shall be out of the house or planta- ¥ 1 ;gs
tion where such slave shall live or shail i:e usually emploved, qiive refu-
or without some white person in company with such slave, siny o be ex-
shall refuse to submit to or undergo the examination of any amued by uny
wiite person, it shall be lawful for any such white person to Whi'e person,
pursue, apprehend and moderately correct such slave ; and if ™2Y b;: i
such slave shall assault and strike such white person, such ﬁ;:;é;:t :
slave may be lawfully Killed. e be T

13. Provcided, that it any negro or other slave, whe shall fully killed.
oc employed in the lawful husiness or service of his 1aaster, . os heaten
owner, overseer, or other person having charge of such slave, & without
shall be beaten, bruised, maimed or disabled by any person cause, every
or persons not having suflicient cause or lawful authority for person so or-
so doing, (of which cause the justices of the peace respectively fending shall
may judge) every person and persons so offending, shall for foricit forty
every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of forty shillings v poor.
current money, over and besides the damages herein after
mentioned, to the use of the poor of that parish in which such
offence shall be committed.

14. And if such slave or slaves shall he maimed or disabled And if such
by such beating, from performing his or her work, such per- 5‘,"?'?)13'(‘1“{‘ be
son and persons so offending, skall also forfeit and pay to the e:%,rfn:nmm
owner or owners of such slaves, the sum of fifteen shillings e ;,O,Q,gthe
offender sball




TIT. 157. :
v~ current money per diem, for every day of his fost time, and
A. A 1740, also the charge of the cure of such slave.
P. L. 165-6. 15. And if the said damages, in the whole, shall not exceed
[Negro ac.] the sum of twenty pounds current money, the same shall,
orteit fiteen” ynon Jawful proof thereof made, be recoverable vefore
shillings per P ‘ pr b w g P ‘ any
day, for each ON€ of his majestv’s justices of the peace, 1n the same wa
day of his lost and manner as dehts are recoverable by tive act for the trial
time, and the of small and mean causes. And such justice before whom
cure of such  the same shall be recovered, shall have power to commit the
L offender or oftenders to gaol, if he, she or they shall produce
no goods on which the said penalty and damages may be le.
vied, there to remain without hail. until such penalty and da.
mages shall be paid, any law, statute, usage or custom to the

contrary notwithstanding.*

8. 16. If any person shall be maimed, wounded or disabled,
Persons in pursuing, appreiending or taking any slave that 1S run
wounded in  away, or charged with any criminal offence, or in doing any
pursuing.  other act, matter or thing, in obedience to or in pursuance of

the direction of this act, he shall receive such reward from
., the public as the general assembly shall think fit ; and if any
such person shall be killed, his heirs, esecutors or aduminis-

trators shall receive the like reward.
17. And for the preventing the concealment of crimes and

§1J.  offences committed by slaves, and for the more effectval dis-

covery and bringing slaves to condign punishment, Be it en-

. acted, That not only the evidence of all free Indians without

drial of oath, but the evidence of any slave without oath shall be al-

SO lowed and admitted, in all causes whatsoever, for or against an-

other slave accused of any crime or ofieuce whatsoever, the

weight of which evidence heing seriously considered, and

compared with all other circumstances attending the case,

shall be left to the conscience of the justices und freeholders,

18. Jnd whereas slaves may be harboured and encouraged

to commit offences, and concealed and received by free ne-

groes ; aud such free negroes may escape the punishment due

to their crimes, for want of sufficient and legal evidence

I'rec negroes, goainst them: Be it enacted, That the evidence of anv free

&c. Indian or slave without vath, shall in like manner he allowed

and admitted in all cases, against any free negroes, Indians,

(free Indians in amity with this government only excepted)

mulatto or mestizo, and all crimes and offences committed by

free negroes, Indians, (except as before excepted) mulattoes

or mestizos, shall be proceeded in, heard, tried, adjudged

and determined by the justices and freeholders appointed by

this act for the trial of slaves, in like manner, order and form

as is hereby directed and appointed for the proceedings and

trial of crimes and offences committed by slaves, any law,
statute, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

§ 15. 19. If any slave in this province shall commit any crime or

Orimnalof- offence whatsoever, which by the laws of England, or of this

fender. province, now in force, is or has been made felony without

P. L. 167.

Cepmrm——— e e B

* Sec Title 107, Jastices ¢f Peace; A, A. Feb. 1791
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henefit of the clergy, and for wiich the oltender by law ought  TIT. 157
to sufter death 3 every such slave, being duly convicted accor- "~
dine to the directions of this act, shall sufier death, to be in- A. A, 1740.
flicted in such manner as the justices, hyv and with the advice U. 1 37,
and consent of the freeholders. who shall give judgment on [Nesroact.
the conviction of such slave, shall direct and appoint.*

2. Ind wherees some crimes and oftences of an enormous ¢ 16
natere, and the most pernicious consequence, may be commit-
ted by slaves, as well as other persons, which being peculiar
{o the condition and situation of this province, could not fall
within the provision of the laws of England : Be ii therefore ..
enacted, That the several crimes and oftences herein after par- ;0';);:1;“ '0(‘-
ticlaiiy enumerated, are hereby declared to be felony with- ¢terey.
out the benefit of the clergy, that is to say, if any slave, free
necro, mulatto, Indian or mestizo, shall wilfully and mali-
cim=iv burn or destroy any stack of rice, corn or vther grain,
of the product, growth or manufacture of this province : or
she!l willfully and maliciously set fire to, burn or destroy any
tar Liln, liarrels of pitch, tar, turpentine or rosin, or any other
th -ouds or commodities of the growth, produce or manufacture
of thts prosince ; or shail felontously steal, take or carry away
any slave, Leing the property of another, with intent to carry
such slave out of this province; or shall wilfully and mahi-
cisti=lv puison, or administer any poison to any person, free-
mais, woman. servant or slave; every such slave, free negro,
mulatto, Indian, (escept as before excepted) and mestizo,
shall sufter death as a felon.

21. Anv slave vwho shall be guilty of Lomicide of any sort,  §17.
upon any white person, excepthy mi~adventure, or in defence
of inis master or other person under whose care and govern-
ment sach slave shall bLe, shail upon conviction thereo! as
aloresanl suffer death.

22, And every #lave who shall raise or aitempt to raise an
isurrection in this province, or shall endeavour to delude or
entice any slave to run wway and lecve {his proviuce; every
such slave and slaves, and his end thoiv accompiices, aiders
and abettors shall upon conviction as afurcseid siffer death.

05. And to the end that owners of slaves may not be v 18.
tempted to conceal the crimes of their slaves, to the prejudice
of the public, Be it enacted, That in case any slave shall be
put to death, in pursuance of the sentence of the justices and Ql“"f"‘f"’ of
frecholders aforesaid, (except slaves guilty of murder, and ;. iif:f::e
slaves taken in actual rebellion) the said justices, or one of compensa-
them, with the advice and counsent of any two of the free- tiun.
holders, shall, hefore thev award and order their sentence to
be executed, appraise and value the said negroes se to be put
to death, at any sum not exceeding two hundred pounds cur-
rent raoney, and shall certify such ap{)raisement to the pub-
lic treasurer of this prevince, who is hereby authorized and
required to pay the same ; one oiety thereof at least to the

* See further respecting the duty and power of justices of peace, in
the trial of slaves, infra.
vok. I, Go

.
—
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TIT. 157. owner of such slave, or to his order, and the other moiety, or
~ -~ such part thereof as such justices and frecholders shall direct,
A.A.1740. to the person injured by such offence for which such slave
P.L.167.  shall suffer death.

[Negroact] 94, In case the master or other person having charge or
Anyfmﬂ&n government of any slave who shall be accused of any capital
who shall con. €rime, shall conceal or convey away any such slave, so that he
cealany slave, cannot be brouglt to trial and condign punishment, every mas.
accused of a ter or other personso oﬂ'ending, shall forfeit the sum of two hun.
eapital crime, dred pounds current money, if such slave be accused of a cap.
to forfeit, &¢. (2] crime as aforesaid; but if such slave shall be accused of
a crime not capital, then such master or other person, shall

only forfeit the sum of fifty pounds current money.
P.L. 168-9. 25. It shall not be Iau:fu{ _}I:Jr any slave, unless in the presence
§23.  of some white person, to carry or make use of fire-arms, or
2 s‘?"“f‘““ b any offensive weapon whatsoever. unless such negro or slave
i';x:: rouse Shall have a ticket or license in writing from his master, mis.
firecams,  iress or overseer, fo hunt and kill game, cattle, or mischievous
without a tic- birds, or beasts of prey, and that such license he renewed once
Ket. every month: or unless there be somce white person of the
The tickets te goe of sixteen vears or upwards, in the company of such slave
be "ef“c“'f;:l when he is hunting or shooting ; or that such sfave be actual-
S i ly carrying his master’s arms to or from his master’s planta-
tion, by a special ticket for that purpose ; or unless such slave
be fonnd in the day time actually keeping oft’ rice-birds, or
other birds within the plantation to which such slave belongs,
lodging the same gun at night within the dwelling-house of his
No slave shall master, mistress, or white overseer. nd provided also, that
carryany wea- no negro or other slave shall have liberty to carry any gun,
ponfrom  cutlass, pistol or other weapon, abroad from home at any time
home between o4y een Saturday evening after sun-set and Monday morning

Saturday eve- A P : e :
ningand Mon. Defore sun-rise, notwithstanding a license or ticket for so do-

day morning. 1Bg. _
26. And in case any person shall find any slave using or
In what case carrying fire-arms, or other offensive weapons, contrary to the
hre.arms, &c. true intention of this act; every such person may lawfully
S bcl taken goize and take away such fire-arins or offensive weapons : But
UM SIVES: before the property of such goods shall be vested in the per-
son who shall seize the same, such person shall, within forty-
eight hours, next after such seizure, go before the next justice
of the peace, and shall make oath of the manner of the taking;
and if such justice of the peace, after such oath shall be made,
or if upon any other examination, he shall be satisfied that the
said fire-arms or other offensive weapons, shall have been
seized according to the directions, and agreeable to the true
intent and meaning of this act, the said justice shall. by certi-
ficate under his hand and seal, declare them forfeited, and
that the property is lawfully vested in the person who seized

the same.

7. Provided, That no such certificate shall be granted h‘:
any justice of the peace, until the owner or owners of suc
fire-arms or other oftensive weapons so to be seized as afore-
said, or the overseer or overseers who shall or may have the
charge of such slave or slaves from whom such fire-arme or
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ather oftensive weapons shall be taken or seized, shall he duly  TIT.157.
summoned, to shew cause (if any such they have) why the ‘v~
came shonld not he condemned as forfeited ; or until furty- A A. 1740.
eight hours after the service of such summons, and oath made P. L 168-9.
of the service thereof before the said justice. [See State Con- [Negro act.]
stitutiony Art. 1. 2,

a8, If any slave shall presume to strike any white person,”  § 24.

such slave, upon trial and conviction before the justice or jus- Staves who
tices and freeholders aforesaid, according to the directions of ",‘I“." g
his act, shall for the first and sccond oftence, suffer such pun- o (i pe
ishment as the <aid justice and freeholders, or such of them dealt with.
as are empowered to try such offences, shall in their discre-
tion think fit, not estending to life or limh, and for the third
offence shall suffer death; but in case any such slave shall
srievously wouni, maim ov bruise any white person, though it
shall be only the first ofience, such slave shall sufler death.
Provided, that such striking, wounding, maiving or bruising
be not done by the command, aud in the defence of the per-
son or property of the owner or otlier person having the care
or covernment of such slave 3 in which case the slave shall be
wholly excused, and the owner or other person having the
care or government of such slave, shall be answerable as far
as Iy law he ought.

20. And it shall and may be lawful for every person in this  § 25.
province, to take, apprehend and secure any runaway or fu- Runaways, to
gitive slave; and they are hereby directed and required to bff‘i“l: ot
send such slave to the master, or other person having the care Eﬁ;ﬂ;:‘m i
or government of such slave, if the person taking up or secu- ton,(+)
ring such slave, knows or can without difficulty be informed
to whom such slave shall helong ; but-if not known or disco-
vered, then such slave shall be sent, carried or delivered into
the custody of the warden of the work-house in Charlestown,
and the master or other person who has the care or govern-
ment of such slave shall pay for taking up such slave, whe-
ther by a free person or a slave, twenty shillings current mo-
ney, and the warden of the work-house, upon receipt of every
fugitive or runaway slave, is hereby directed and required to
keep such slave in safe custody until such slave shall be law-
fully discharged, and shall, as soon as conveniently may be,
publish in the weekly gazette, such slave, with tl}e best de-
scription he shall he able to give, first carefully viewing and
examining such slave naked to the waist, for any mark or
brand, which he shall also publish, to the intent the owner or
other person who shall have the care and charge of such slave,
may come to the knowledge that such slave is in custody:

And if such slave shall make escape through the negligence of
the warden of the work-house, and cannot be taken within
three months, the said warden of the work-houseshall answer

to the owner for the value of such slave, or the damages which

(*) See A. A. 27 Feb.1783,and the A. A. 1783, incorporating Charles-
town,and putting the work-house under the directions of the intendant
and wardens of the said city, [See Charleaton, Vol. 3.]
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TIT.157.
(> o o

A A 1740,

P.L. 168-9,

[ Negro act.]
§ 26.

§ 27,
'The person
taking up a
runaway, his
cOmpensa-
tion, &c.

‘Wardenofthe
work-house,
his compensa-
tion, &c.

Slabeg.

the owner shall sustain by reason of such escape, as the case
shall happen.*

50. And the said warden of the work-house shall, at the
charge of the owner of such slave, provide sufficient food,
drinE, clothing and covering for every slave delivered into his
custody, and shall keep them to moderate Iabour, and adver-
tise them in the gazette in the manner aforesaid, and on fail-
ure thereof shall forieit all his fees due for such slave.

31. And any person who shall take up any runaway slave,
and shall deliver such slave either to the master or other per-
son having the care or charge of such slave, or to the warden
of the work-house, shall be entitled to receive from the owner
or warden of the work-house, upon the delivery, fifteen pence
current money per mile, for every mile such slave shall have
been brought or sent, to be computed from the place where
such slave was apprehended : And if such slave shall be deli-
vered into the custody of the warden aforesaid, the person de-
livering such slave, shall give an account of his namne, place
of abode, and the time and place when and where such slave
was apprehended ; which account the said warden shall enter
down in a book to be kept for that purpose, and shall give a
receipt for any such slave which shall be delivered as afore-
sad, into his custody : And the said warden is hereby fully
authorized and empowered to demard and receive from the
owner, or other person having the charge or care of any such
slave, for negroes committed, from the month of QOctober to
March inclusive, for finding necessary cloathing and cover-
ings, to be the property of the masters, any sum not exceed-
ing six pounds; and the several sums following, and no other
sum, fee or reward, on. any pretence whatsoever, that is to
say : For apprehending each slave, paid to the person who de-
livered such slave in custody, twenty shillinlgs, current ino-
ney : For mileage paid to the same person, fifteen pence, like
money : For a sufficient quantity of provision for each day, for
each slave, three shillings and nine pence, like monev: For ad-
vertising and publishing every slave,as directed by this act, five
shillings, like money, exclusive of the charge of printing :
For receiving such slave, five shillings, and for delivering of
him, five shillings: For poundage on money advanced, one
shiiiing in the pound, like money.

52. And the said warden shall and may lawfully detain an
slave in custody, until the fees and expenses aforesaid, be ful-
ly paid and satisfied ; and in case the owner of such slave, or
his overseer, agent, manager, attorney or trustee, shall ne-
glect or refuse to pay or satisfy the said fees and expenses,
for the space of thirty days after the same shall be demanded,
by notice in writing served on the owner of such slave, or (it
the owner is absent from this provinee) upon his overseer,
agent, manager, attorney or trustee, the said warden shall

*See A. A.1788. P. L. 441. So much of this act is repealed as re-
quires persons residing in any other district thun Charleston to deliver
runaway slaves to the warden of the work-liouse ; and directs their de
livery to the respective guolers of the district guols.  Sce within,
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and may expose any such slave, to sale at public outcry, and TIT.157.
after deducting the fees and expenses aforesaid, and the char- ‘W~
ges of such sale, shall upon demand, return the overplus mo- A. A. 1740.
nev arising by such sale, to any person who has a right to de- ¥ L. 169.
mand and receive the same. [Negro act.]

53. nd forasmuch as for want of knowing or finding the § 28.
owner of any fugitive slave, to be delivered to him as afore-
said, the said warden may not he obliged to keep such slave
in his custody, and find and provide provisions for such slave
over and beyond a reasonable time; Be it therefore enacted, In what case
That if the awner or owners of such fugitive slaves, shall not the warden
within the space of eighteen months from the time of commit- may sell
ment, make his, her or their claim or claims, or it shall not he HlanEny B
otherwise made known to the said warden, within the time
aforesaid, to whom such committed slave shall helong ; it shall
and may be lawful for the said warden to sell such slave at
public outcry, in Charlestown, he the said warden first adver-
tising such sale six weeks successivelv in the public zazette,
together with the reason of the sale of such slave, and out of
the money arising by such sale, to pay, deduct or retain to
himself what shall be then due for money by him disbursed on
receipt of such fugitive slave, and for lis fees and provisions,
together with the reasonable charges arising by such sale ; and
the overplus money, if any there shall be, shall be rendered
and paid by tie said warden to the public treasurer for the
time being. in trust nevertheless for the use of the owner or
owners of such slave, provided the same be claimed by him,
her or them, within one year and a day after such sale, or in
default of such claim, within the time aforesaid, to the use of
the public ef this province, to be applied as the general assem-
bly shall direct.

34. If any free negro, mulatto or mestizo, or any slave, § 9.
shall harbour, conceal or entertain any slave that sﬂ'all run FPenalty for
away, or shall be charged or accused with any criminal mat- g“crbo"“"g’
ter; every free negro, mulatto and mestizo, and every slave,
who shall harbour, conceal or entertain any such slave, being
duly convicted thereof, according to the directions of this act,

If a slave, shail suffer such corporal punishment, not extendin

to life or limb, as the justice or justices, who shall try sucE
slave, shall in his or their discretion thiuk fit; and if a free Frec negroes,
negro, mulatto or mestizo, shall forfeit the sum of ten pounds, ¢
current money, for the first day, and twenty shillings for eve-

rv day after, to the use of the owner or owners of such slave

so to be harboured, concealed or entertained as aforesaid, to

he recovered by warrant under the hand and seal of any one
justice of the peace in and for the county where such slave
shall be so harhoured, concealed or entertained, in like man-
ner as debts are direéted to be recovered by the act for the
{rial of small and mean causes.* And that in case such for-
feitures cannot be levied, or such free negro, mulatto or mes-
tizo shall not pay the same, together with the charges attend-
ing the prosccution, such free negro, mulatto or mestizo sha!l

i e -~ —

.-

* See Title 107, Justice: of Peace.
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be ordered by the said justice, to he sold at public outcry, and
the money arising by such sale, shall in the first place, be paid
for and applied towards the forfeiture due and made payable
to the owner or owners, and the charges attending the prose-
cution and sale, and the overplus, if any, shall be paid by the
said justice, into the hands of the public treasurer, to be after.
wards paid and applied in such manner as by the general as-
sembly of this province shall be directed and appointed.

35. Jnd whereas several owners of slaves do suffer their
slaves to go and work where they please, upon conditions of
Baying to their owners certain sums of money agreed upon

etween the owner and slave ; which practice has occasioned
such slaves to pilfer and steal, to raise money for their own-
ers, as well as to maintain themselves in drunkennessand evil
courses ; for prevention of which practices for the future, Be

Permission to it enacted, Tlat no owner, master or mistress of any slave,
goabroad, &c. after the passing of this act, shall permit or suffer any of his,

Provisos.

§ 34.

Dealing, &c.

her or their slaves to go and work out of their respective hou-
ses or families, without a ticket in writing, under pain of for-
feiting the sum of ten pounds, current money, for every such
offence, to be paid the one-half to the church-wardens of the
arish, for the use of the poor of the parish, in which the of-
ence is committed, and the other half to him or them that
will inform and sue for the same, to be recovered in the same
way as debts are by the act for the trial of small and mean
causes. And every person emploving any slave without a
ticket from the owner of such slave, shall forfeit to the infor-
mer, five pounds, current money, for each day he so employs
such slave, over and above the waggs agreed to be paid such
slave for his work.

56. Provided, That the said penalty of five pounds per
diem, shall not extend to any person whose property in such
slave is disputable. .Ind provided, That nothing herein con-
tained shall hinder any person or persons from hiring out by
the year, week or day, or any other time, any negroes or
slaves to be under the care and direction of his or their owner,
master or employer, and that the master is to receive the whole
of the earning of such slave or slaves, and that the employer
have a certificate or note in writing ot the time or terms of
such slave’s employment, from the owner, attorney or over-
seer of every such slave severally and respectively.

S7. Jnd whereas several owners of slaves have permitted
them to keep canoes, and to breed and raise horses, neat cat-
tle and hogs, and to traffic and barter in several parts of this

rovince, for the particular and peculiar benefits of such slaves,
y which means they have not onlg' an opportunity of receiv-
ing and concealing stolen good, but to plot and confederate
together, and form conspiracies dangerous to the peace and
sa?ety of the whole province: Be it therefore enacted, That
it shall not be lawful for any slave so to buy, sell, trade, traf-
fic, deal or barter for any goods or commodities, (except as be-
fore excepted) nor shall any slave be permitted to keep any
boat, pettiauger or canoe, or to raise and breed for the use and
benefit of such slave, any horses, mares, neat cattle, sheep or
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liogs, under pain of forfeiting all the goods and commodities TIT. 157.
which shall be so bought, sold, traded, trafficked, dealt or bar- sV~
tered for, by any slave, and of all the boats, pettiaugers or ca- A. A. 1740.
noes, cattle, sheep or hogs, which any slave shall keep, raise P. L. 171-2.
or hreed for the peculiar use, benefit and profit of such slave ; [Negro act.]
and it shall and may be lawful for any person or persons who- Having
soever to scize and take away from any slave all such goods, goods, &c.
commodities, boats, pettiaugers, canoes, horses, mares, neat “;}“’f"l to take -
caitle, sheep or hogs, and to deliver the same into the hands ¢ S¥™:
of any one of his majesty’s justices of the peace, nearest to the

place where the seizure shall be made ; and such justice shall

take the oath of such person who shall inake any such seizure,
concermng the manner of seizing and taking the same ; and if

the saud justice shall be satisfied that such seizure hath heen

made according to the directions of this act, he shall pro-

nounce and declare the goods so seized to be forfeited, and

shail order the same to he sold at public outcry, and the monies

arising by such sale, shall he disposed of and appligd as is

herein after directed. *®

58, Provided that if any goods shall be seized which come
to the possession of any slave by theft, finding or otherwise,
without the knowledge, privity, consent or conunivance of the
persons who have a right to the property or lawful custody of
any such goods, all such goods shall be restored on such per-
sons making oath before any justice as aforesaid. who is hereb
empowered to administer such oath, to the effect or in the
t-liowing words ¢

I, A. B. dosincerely swear, that Ihave a just and lawful right Oath to be ta.
or tiile to certain goods se'qi and takey by L. D. out of the pas- ken by any
wssion of a slave named E.and Pdo sincerely swear and-detlare, PCT3ON claim-

: A g . ; - . 3 Ing any goods
tiel I did not directly or indivectly permit or suffer the said 5, i pos-
dlavo, or any other slave whatsoever, to use, keep or employ the session of a
stid gods for the use, benefit or profit of any slave whatsoever, stave.
orty soll, barter or give away the same ; but that the same goods
were in the possession of the said slave by theft, finding or
alhericise, or to be kept hona fide for my use, or for the use of
€. F. a free person, and not for the use or benefit of any slave
ihaisaever : So Lelp me God.

Which oath shall be taken mutatis mutandis, as the caze
“hall happen.

3% Provided also, That it shall be lawful for any person, persons may
being the owner orhaving the care or government of any slave give a licenss
who resides or is usually employed in any part of this pro- to theirslaves
vince without the limits of Charlestown, to give a license or to sell or bar-
permissinn to sell, exchange or barter in Charlestown, or else- :ﬁ?ﬁ;’:ﬁ;g
where within this province, the goods or commodities of the f goods in
owuer, or other person having the care or government of such such license.
slave ; provided that in such license or permission, the quan-
iy and quality of the goods and commodities with which
such slave shall he intrusted, be particularly and distinctly
‘et down and specified, and signed hv the owner or other
person having the charge or government of such slave, or by
tame other person by his. her or their order and direction.

N4
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40. Provided, that this act shall not extend or be constru.
ed to extend to debar any of the inhabitants of Charlestown
from sending any of their slaves residing therein, to sell in
open market any sort of provisions whatever, which the own.
er of such slave shall have received and brought from his or
her estate in the country, to be sold at the first hand : nor
shall such slaves he debarred from buying any kind of provi.
sions for the use and consumption of their masters am\ mis-
tresses families, and for which such slave or slaves shall have
alicense or permit from the master or mistress, or some other
person under whose care such slave shall be, any thing in this
or any other act to the contrary notwithstanding.

41. And for that as it is absolutelv necessary to the safety of
this province, that all due care be taken to restrain the wan
derings and meetings of negroes and other slaves, at all
times, and more especially on Saturday nights, Sundays and
other holidays, and their using and carrving wooden swords,
and othgr mischievous and dangerous weapons, or using or
Lecglipe of deums, horns, or other loud instruments, which
may call together or give sign or notice to one another of their
wicked designs and purposes : and that all masters, overseers
and others may be enjoined diligently and carefully to pre.
vent the same :

49. Be it enacted, That it shall Le lawful for all masters,
overseers and other persons whomsoever, to apprehend and
take up any negro or other slave that shall he found out of
the plantation of his or their master or owner, at any time,
especially on Saturday nights, Sundays or other holidays, not
being on lawful business, and with a letter from their master
or a ticket, or not having a white person with them, and the
said negro or other slave or slaves correct by a moderate
whipping; as also any negro or other slave or slaves met or
found out of the plantation of his or their master or mistress,
though with a letter or ticket, it he or they be armed with
such offensive weapons aforesaid, him or them to disarm, take
up and whip: And whatsoever master, owner or overseer
shall permit or suffer his or their negro or other slave er
slaves, at any time hereafter, to beat drums, hlow horns, or
use any other loud instruments, or whosoever shall suffer and
countenance any public meeting or feastings of strange ne-
groes or slaves in their plantations, shall forfeit ten pounds
cwrrent money. for every such offence, upon conviction or
proof as aforesaid ; provided an information or other suit be
commenced within one month after forfeiture thereof for the
same. .

43, JAnd whereas cruelty is not only highly unbecoming
those who profess themselves Christians, but is odious in the
eyes of all men who have any sense of virtue or humanity ;
therefore to restrain and prevent barbarity being exercised to-
wards slaves, Be it enacted, That if any person or persons
whosoever, shall wilfully murder his own slave, or the slave
of any other person, every such person shall upon conviction
thereof, forfeit and pay the sum of seven hundred pounds
current money, and shall be rendered, and is hereby declared
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altogether and for ever incapable of holding, exercising, enjoy. TIT.157.

inc or receiving the profits of any office, place or employment ™~~~

civil or military within this province ; and in case any such A. A. 1740.
erson shall not be able to pay the penalty and forfeiture here- V. L. 1754

by inflicted and imposed, every such person shall be sent to any [Negro act.]

the frontier garrvisons of this province, or commitied to the

wori--house i Chavlestowen, theve to remain for the space of

seven gears, and to serve or to be kept at hard labour.*

44. And in case the slave murdered shall be the property
of a.1v other person than the offender, the pay usually allow.
ed by the public to the soldiers of such garrison, or the pro-
fi.. of the labour of the ofiender. if committed to the work-
hoase in Charlestown. shall be paid to the owner of the slave
murdered.

45. And if any person shall, on a sudden heat or passion, Penalty on
or v undue correction, kill his own slave or the slave of any persons who
other nerson, he shall forfeit the sum of three hundred and shallin asud-
fifty pounds current money. And in case any person or per- den pussion,
aons shall wilfully cut out the tongue, put out the eve, cas- oF b¥ undue
trate, or cruelly scald, burn, or deprive any slave of any limh i“’;l‘?;;:&’_
or member, or shall inflict any other cruel punishment, other penaty for
than by whipping or beating with a horse-whip, cow-skin, any unlawful
switch or small stick, or by putting irons on, or confining ctucliy exer-
or imprisening such slave ; every such person shall for every Ciscd towgrds

such offence, torfeit the sum of one hundred pounds current el
money. . .
46. That in case any person in this province, who shall be § 8.

owner, or who shall have the care, zovernment or charge of Slaves to be
any slave or slaves shall deny, neglect or refuse to allow such :lll':r"‘llo“t‘:‘r
slave or slaves under his or her charge, sufficient cloath- m;, ;u:'d ;ood
ing, covering or food, it shall and may be lawful for any per- by their owr~
son or persons, on behalf of such slave or slaves, to make com- ers, &c.
plaint to the next neighbouring justice in the parish where

such slave or slaves live or are usually employed; and if

there shall be no justice in the parish, then to the next justice

in the nearest parish ; and the said justice shall summons the

party against whom such complaint shall be made, and shall

enquire of, hear and determine the same ; and if the said jus-

tice shall find the said complaint to be true, or that such per-

son will not exculpate or clear himself from the charge. by

his or her own oath, which such person shall be at liberty te

doin all cases where positive Eroof i3 not given of the offence,

such justice shall and may make such orders upon the same for

the relief of such slave or slaves, as he in his discretion shall

think fit, and shall and may set and impose a fine or penalty

on any person who shall offend in the premises, in any sum

not exceeding twenty pounds current money, for each offence,

to he levied by warrant of distress and sale of the offender’s

goods, returning the overplus, if any shall be ; which penalt

shall be paid to the church-wardens of the parish where the of-

fence shall be committed, for the use of the poor of the said

parish,
— e e
* Quere, if this part of the act is to be considered in force?
VOL. J1. Hh




242

TIT. 157.
oV

A. A 1740,
P. L. 173-4.
[Negro act.}

§ 39.

If slaves are
used crueily,
contrary ta
the rue
meaning of
this act, when
no white per-
son ~hall be
prescnt,

the person
having the
care of such
slave shall be
deemed guil.
tv of the of-
{ence, unless
he can prove
to the contra-
ry.

§ 40.

\What apparel
slaves are to
wear.

Slavesg.

47. JAnd whereas by reason of the extent and distance of
lantations in this province, the inhabitants are far removed
rom each other; and many cruelties may be committed op

slaves, hecause no white person nay be present to give evis
dence of the same, unless some method be provided for the
i etter discovery of such oflence ; and as slaves are under the
government, so they ouglit to be under the protection of mas.
ters and managers of plantations : Be it further enucted, That
if any slave shall sufter in life, limb or member, or shall
be maimed, beaten or abused, contrary to the directions and
true intent and wmeaning of this act, when no white person
shall be present, or being present siail neglect or refuse to
give evidence, or he examined upon oat: concerning the
same 3 in every such case, the owner or other person whe
sha'l have the care and government of such slave, and in
whose possession or power such slave shall be, shall be deem.
cd, taken, reputed and adjudged to be guilty of such oftence.
and shall be procecued against accordinzly, without further
proof 5 unless such owner or other person as aforesaid, can
make the contrary appear by good and sufficient evidence, or
shall by his own oath, clear and exculpate himself 3 which
oath every court where such offence shall be tried, is hereb
cmpowered to administer, and to acquit the offender accor£
ingr;'), if clear proof of the offence be not made by two wit-
nesses at least; any law, usage or custom to the contrary
notwithstanding.

48. JAnd whereas many of the slaves in this province wear
clothes much above the condition of slaves, for the procuring
whereof, they use sinister and evil methods : For the preven-
tion therefore of such practices for the futurc, Be it enacted,
T hat no owner or proprietor of any negro slave or other slave
(except livery-men and boys) shall permit or suffer such negro
or other slave, to have or wear any sort of apparel whatsve-
ver, tiner, other, or of greater value than negro cloth, dufiils
Kerseys, oznabrizs, blue linen, check I'nen or coarse garlix
or callicoes, checked cottons, or Scots plaids, under the pain
of forfeiting all and everv such appare! and garment, that any
person shall permit or suffer his negro or other slave to have
or wear, finer. other or of greater value, than negro cloth,
dufiils, coarse kersevs, vznabrigs, | lue linen. check linen or
coarse garlix or callicoes, chiecked cottons or Scots plaids, as
aforesaid ; and all and every constable and other persons, are
herehy authorized, einpowered and required, when and as of-
ten as they shall find any such negro slave, or other slave,
having on or wearing any sort of garment or apparel whatso-
ever, %ner, other or of greater value than negro cloth, duffils,
coarse kersevs, oznabrigs, blue linen, check linen, or coarse
garlix or callicoes, checked cottons or Scots plaids, as afore-
said, to seize and take away the same, to his or their own
usc, benefit and hehoot’; any law, usaze or custom to the con-
trary notwithstaning.

49, Provided. That if any owner of any such slave or slaves
shali think the garment or apparel of his said slave, not lia-
hle to forferture. or to he taken awav hv virtue of this acty
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he may apply to any neighbouring justice of peace, who 13 TIT. 157,
herehy authorized and empowered to determine any difference ‘v~
or dispute that shall happen thercupon, according to the true A. D. 1740.
intent and meaning of this act.* P. L. 1734,
50. No slave or slaves shall he permitted to rent or hire £N°g“°;‘°"3
any house, room, store or plantation on his or her own ac- Not i: -
count, or to be used or occupied by any slave or slaves; jouse or
and any person or persons who shall let or hire any house, room.
roum, store or plantation to any slave or slaves, or to any
frec person, to he occupied by any siave or slaves; every
such person so offending, shall forfeit and pay to the informer
the sum of twenty pounds current money, to be recovered as
in the act for the trial of small and mean causes.*
51. Jnd whereas it may be attended with ill consequences  §43.
to permit a great number of slaves to travel together in the
higrl roads, without some white person in company with them ;
Be it enacted, That no men slaves exceeding seven in num-
her, shall hereaiter be permitted to travel together in any
high roads of this province, without some white person with
them : and it shall and may be lawful for any person or per-
sons who shall see any men slaves exceeding seven in num- or assem-
ber, without some white person with them, as aforesaid, tra- bling.
velling or assembled together in any high road, to apprehend
all and every such slaves, and shall and may whip them not
exceeding twenty lashes on the bare back.
52. dnd whereas many owners of slaves, and others who ¢ 44
have the care, management and oversecing of slaves, do con-
fine them so closely to hard labour, that they have not suffi- 5
cient time for natural rest; Be it therefore enacted, That if {;caiment of.
any owner of slaves, or other person who shall have the care,
management or overseeing of any slaves, shall work or put
any such slave or slaves to lahour, more than fifteen hours in
twenty-four hours, from the twenty-fifth day of March to the
twenty-fifth day of September, or more than fourteen hours in
twenty-four hours, from the twenty-fifth day of September to
the twenty-fifth day of March ; every such person shall forfeit
any sumn not exceeding twenty pounds, nor under five pounds
current monev, for every time he, she or the[)]r shall oftend
herein, at the discretion of the justice before whom the com-
plaint shall be made.
53. vind whereas the having of slaves taught to write, or ¢ 43,
sufiering them to be employed in writing, may be attended
with great inconveniencies ; Be it enacted, That all and every Teaching -
person and persons whatsoever, who shall hereafter teach, or yrite.
cause any slave or slaves to be taught to write, or shall use or
employ any slave as a scribe in any manner of writing whatso>
ever, hereafter taught to write ; every such person and per-
sons shall, for every such oftence, fzrfeit the sum of one
hundred pounds current money.

Going abroad;

e — T P AT RO D oo

* See Title 107, Justices of Peace.
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TIT.157. 54. And in case anv justice of the peace, warden of the
W~ work-house, or free ol ler, shall willally or wittingly onit ihe
A v 174 performance of his dnfy in the execation of this act: every
P.L 175.  such justice of the peace and warden of the work-house, s'iall
(Negro act] fy.feit the sum of forty pounds current money, and every sich
fresholder sha!l forfeit the sum of fifteen pounds current .ao-
ney ; which several penalties shall be recovered and disposed
Duty of justi- of as hereaiter is directed. And moreover, the judges and
ces, consta-  justices of the court of general sessions of the peace, over und
b:§ avd other terminer, assize and general gaol delive. v, are hereby com.
T manded and required to give the offences against this act in
charge, in open court; and all grand juries, justices of the
peace, constables, and other nticers, are hereby required to
make due aad true presentment of such of the said offences as

shall come to their knowled «.

§ 52. 55. [f any person shall ne at any time sued for putting in
Persons sued axecution any o’ the power: contained in this act, such per-
f‘;’;;’;' 0% son shall and may plead the general issne, and give the spe-
T, s cial matter and tisis aci in cvidence : and if the plaintifi be
plead the ge- NON-sult, or a ver.ict pass for the defendant, orif the plamtlf
neral issue,  discontinue his action or enter a noli proseyui, or if upon de.

murrer judgment be ziven for the defendant, cvery such de-
fendant shall have his full doenble costs,

§ 53. 56. This act and all clauses thercin contained!, shall be con-
How lis act strued most larcely and beneficially for the promoting and
is to be con-  carrying into execution this act, and for the encouragzement
irged, and justification of all persons to be emploved in the execation

thereof, aad no recor(r, warrant, precept or commitment, to
be made by virtue of this act, or the proceedings therer-on,
shall be reversed, avoided or any ways impeached by reason
of any default in form,

§ 57 57. This act shall be deemed a public act, and shall be taken
This deemed notice of without pleading the same, hefore all judges, justices,
a publicact-  maoistrates and courts within this province.*

A. A 1751 58. WWhereas, by the seventeenth paragzraph of the said act,
PCI :'.)37i f entitled, Ax act for the better ordering und governing iegroes,
&n'(;;"r';‘i O and other slaves in this province, It is (among other things

therein contained) enacted, ¢ That every slave who shall en-
deavour to delude or entice any slave to run away and leave
this province, shall. upon conviction, suffer death :” whichsa
Fu nishment too great for the nature of ti-e ollence, as such of-
ender might afterwards alter his intentions :

TheA.A.1740, 59, Be it therefure enacied, That such part of the said para-
antea, altered graph as relates only to slaves endeavouring to delude or en-
tice other slaves to run away and leave this province, shall not
operate or take effect, unless it shall appear, that such slave
(so endeavouring to deludc or entice other slaves to run away
and leave this province) shall have actually prepared provi-
sions, arms, ammunition, horse or horses, or any hoat, canoe,
or nther vessel, whereby such their intentions shall be mani
fested ; any thing in the said act to the contrary thereof 1n
any wise notwithstanding.

* Tue act of 1740 was perpetuaied by A. A. 1783, [P, L. 312] except
#s altered by the acts of 175), and 1754, See withis.
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0. Provided always, as in the said seventeenth paragraph TIT.157.
of the said act is provided. Y
61. iVrereas, by tiie laws of this province, negroes and other A. A. 1754.
slave- are deemed to be chattels personal ; and are, in every P.1.235-6.
respect, as much the property of their owners, as any other P";m"‘il of
coos or chattels are.* .ud whereas no punishinent can he S
inflicted, by the laws now in force, upon persons inveigling,
stealing, or carrying away any such slaves from their lawful
owners or employers, that is adequate to so great and growing
an evil. «ind whereas the inhabitants of this province are li-
able to, and receive great prejudice and damage by such un-
warrantable and pernicious practices, and wickedy proceed-
ings. Therefore to prevent and punish, as much as may be,
such evil:

62. Be it enacted, That from and immediately after the 24th Made a capi
dav of June next, all and every person and persons who shall fal felony, to
inveigle, steal, or carry away any negro or other slave or sla- es; :::_‘z;f:f’::::,l
or sual! hire, aid, or counsel anv person or persons to inveigle, .,y clave, or
steal. or carrv away, as aforesaid, any such slave, so as the ubet another
owner or employer of such slave or slaves shall be deprived of in deing so.
the use and benefit of such slave or slaves : or that shall aid
anv such slave in runuing away, or departing from his master
or employer’s service, shall he, and he and they is and are
heretw declared to be guilty of felony ; and being thereof con-
victerd or attainted, by verdict or c.nfession ; or being indict-
ed thereof, shall staud mute; or will not directly answer to
the indictment : or will peremptorilv challenge abos e the num-
be- of twentv of the jury, shall suffer death as felons, and be
exc'uided and deharred of the benefit of clergy.

63. JInd whereas by the act, entitled, vIn act for the better That part of

ordering and governing negroes and other slaves in this pro- *he negro act,
vince . nassed the tenth dav of May, 1740,% It is enacted, That “l'"‘c".fl'"‘;.c"
ajust.ce of the peace shall, upon complaint made, or informa- ;.':‘.gl';"obo
ticn received. of an offence committed by any slave for which w, hn three
canita! punishment may be inflicted, commit the offender to days after
the safe custods of the constable of the parish where such of- they are ap.
feace was committed, and shall, witheut delay, by his warraut, Prehended re-
call to nis assistance any one of the nearest justices of the pealed:
pezca, to associate with him : and shall, by the same warrant,
summon anv number of the neighbouring frecholders, not less
than three or more than five, (o meet at a certain day and place,
not ¢x ceeding three days after the apprehending of such slave
or slaves, and finally hear and determine the matter brought
before them, in the most expeditious and summary manner.
Jdid whereas it may frequently happen to be impossible to pro-
cure t"e justice and freeholders, and the witnesses w'o are
capable of giving such evidence as vvould subject the offenders
to the punishment inflicted by law, to attend such trial within
the time by the said act prescribed, whereby such offenders,
;lmugh guilty, may escape the punishment due to their of-
fences :

¢ Viq. snpra,
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TIT. 157.  64. Therefore be it enacted, That the said clause, so far ay
v~ the same relates to tie trial of such slaves at an y time not ex.
A.A. 1754 ceeding three days after his heing apprehended, shall ', aud
P.L. 236. g hereﬁy, from and immediatcly after passing this act, re.
Oriminal of- ealed.
e 635. And it shall and may be lawful for the justice who shall
And six days commit the offender, to issue his warrant, under his hand and

:“,"“""t’h;" ; seal, to call to his assistance anv one of the nearest justices
i I of the peace, to associate with him, and to summon the fiee-
’

holders as mentioned in the said act, to meet together with
the said justice, at a certain day and place, not exceeding six
days after we apprehending such oftender.

and i fuis 66. And that 1t shall ve left to the discretion of the said
ther time, if justices and freeholders, at an; tine within six da~s after*le
thought ne- apprehending such slave and his heing committed o7, a justice
m?;b:ng‘e of peace for trial, to postpone the said trial to such (!u:-l'.er
freeholders. time as they shall think proper aud appoint, upon ozth being
made before them, or afidavit produced to then.. that the per-
son or persons who was or were witnesses to such fact for
which such slave was apprehended, is or are i!l, and cannot
with safety attend such trial, or is or are at too great a dis.

tance to be there within the time by this act directed for such

trial.
A. A 1769 07, And if any servant or slave, by command of his or her
P L.276. master, mistress, or overseer, shall so shioot or kill any deer

Punishment . . gty v o
for kilhng aforesaid, the party giving such command, shall he liable

deer wi-hout 10 the like penalties respectively: And if such servant or slave
their master’s Cinnot prove such command (hy a ticket in writing, from his
permit in wri- or her master, mistress or overseer) he or she shall receive,
ting. by order of such justice of the peace, for every such offence,
twenty lashes, on the hare back, unless security be given for
payment of the fine, within one month after such conviction.
Provided alieays, That it shall and may be lawful to and for
any freeholder, or house-keeper, at any time, to kill, or cause
to be killed, any kind of deer in his inclosed grounds, without
being liable to any penalty for so doing.
A. A.1784. 68. ‘The said warden of the work-house shall immediately
P.L.332.  advertise in this State Gazette, the names, ages, and other
D;::‘};:sf::g particiilar description of a!l slaves delivered to him, in order
s.ardm of the that their respective owner or owners may have notice of such
work-house. Slave or slaves being in his custody or possession; and in case
no owner or owners shall appear and prove his, her or their
property to such slave or slaves, (whicE proof shall be made
upon oath before one of the justices of the court of common
pieas, or any one of the justices of the quorum,) within twelve
months from the day of publishing such notice in the gazette
aforesaid; that then the said warden of the work-house shall
sell and dispose of such slave or slaves at public outcry, first
siving one month notice thereof, in the said gazette, of the
time and place of such sale ; and from and after such sale, the
said warden of the work-house shall give a bill of sale for the
slave or slaves, to the purchaser or purchasers thereof, which
sail hill of sale shall vest the property so sold im such pur-
~haser or purchasers ahsolutely and for ever.
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09. Be it enacted, That every person or persens having in  TIT.157.
custo 7, o taking up otie or more rurawav slaves, shall cavse VN
the aue to ke convered and detivered to the zanier of any A. A.1788.
district in which sucii slave shall he apprehended within five 1" L. 441-2
de- ¢« a.ter haviug such slave in custody, under t! e penalty of [Runaways ]
twenty siillings Tor each day he shall neglect to carry such p&'tl:f;l‘:h,:?i:
slave to the oaolcr, to be recoverad kv the owier hefr ¢ a ma- et the fi,s.
gistrate or any court of recond s tize case may require; and tric: gaol, &e.
the «aid ‘raoler shall, on 1eceiving such slave or slaves, confine
i Dutv of the
and ha answerable for the same, and give a receipt thereaf, canler
and alsn give Mis note of havd to the nerson so deliverit, for ®
the amauat <f the party’s trovkle and exrenses, ellowing Tour
prie per mile, and a half dollar per dav. allowiig tw enty-five
mites per day gou'«r unh and the siin ot tea suillings or t.nL
aur up every such siave i a runawav, which note '] Le
mude qunb[° fo the bear«r, and wmhm st to the raoler imme-
u.ﬂeh out of the amount ul sales ofev ery such negro, or when
his cwner ahal' take him out of gaol. which shall not be before
anowner shall Ay such and other lawful charges for con-
fining and maintaining such slave.®
70, Provided, That where any person hath or shall take up
any sla\e, he shall cause Lim to be conveved to a neighi.onr-
ing just'ee, who may examine the party on vath tonching the
distance =ud time in which he hath necessarily travelled, and
shall go with such slave the nearest way to the district gaol
and thereof shall give a certificate on a just estimate of such
time and d:stdnce, without wlich certificate ti.e gaoler shall
not be ohlized to «iva his note; but he shall notw lthkfan ling
take every such slave into confinement. And in al! cases
where such slave or slaves shall be delivered to anyv yaoler,
he shall safely keep. advertise and chapose of them accordmg
to the directions of an act passed tie tenth day of March,
1784, to oblige persons having negroes and other property to
render an account thereof 31 aud for ev ery dav the said raoler Penal'y.
shall wilfully ne.lect to uuhertue such slave or slay es, “after
baving Lim or them in his custodv, agreeable to the directions
o tie said act. he shall forfeit ten slulnnus for each slave. to
be tacovered by the owuner befure a magistrate orina' ; court
oi n-un d as the case may recuie,
Such part of the said act as obliges persane residing in
aln otl er district than Charleston, a.dd havine 1n teir c\-~to‘
dv such khws, to convey them to the warden of the work.
house, "all be and the same is hereby rejicaled.  {Sce above,
&k 1 4UJ
- lb it encoted by the senate and house of represeviotives laws of U. S,
of the Tuited States of ddmerica, in Congress « assembled, That 17, ¢ 31
i) e.tizen or citizens of the United b‘dtcs, or {vreigner, or vol. J. { <2
any other person coming into, or residing withun the snmo, ¢ lle““.eOF
shall, for himself or any otuer person uhatqomcr, eithel as gy, e, cone

* N provision :s mad~ for tha remme of the death of the slave in th
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master, factor or owner, build. {it, equip, load or otherwise
prepare any ship or vessel. within any port or p :ce oi the
said United States, nor shali cause any ship or ve:sel tu sail
from any port or place within the same, f?)r the purpese of
carrying on any trade or traclic in slaves, to any fore:zn coun.
tivs or fur the purpose of procurizg from anz foreign King-
dom, place or country, the inhaiitants of such kingdom, place
or countrv, to be transported to any foreizn conutry, port or
place whatever, to be sold or disposed of as slaves: And i
anv ship or vessel shall be so fitted ont, as aforesaid, for the
said murposcs, or shall be cansed to sail, so as aforesaid, every
such ship o~ vessel, her tackle, furniture, apparel, and other
appurtenances, <hall be forfeited to the United States: and
shall be liuble to be ~cized. prosecuted and condemned, in
anv of the circuit courts or distriet court for the district, where
the said ship or vessel may be found and seized.

T3, Jnd be it furiher enacted, That all and every person sy
huilding, fitting out, equipping, loading, or otherwise prepar-
ing, or sending away, anv ship or vessel, knowing, or intend-
ing, that the same shall be employed in such trade or business,
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, or any
ways aiding or abetting therein, shall severally forfeit and pay
the sum of two thousand dollars, one moiety thereof to the
use of the United States, and the other moiety thereof to the
usc of him or her who shall sue for and prosecute the same.

74. JAnd de it further enacted, That the owner, master, or
factor of each and every foreign ship or vessel, clearing out
for any of the coasts or kingdoms of Africa, or suspected to
be intended for the slave trade, and the suspicion %eing de-
clared to the officer of the customs, by any citizen,on oath or
affirmation, and such information being to the satisfaction of
the said officer, shall first give bond with sufficient sureties,
to the treasurer of the I'nited States, that none of the natives
of Africa, or any other foreign countr; or place, shall be ta-
ken on hoard the said ship or vessel, to he transported, or sold
as slaves, in any other foreign port or place whatever, within
nine months thereafter.

75. Jud be it further enacted, That if any citizen or citi-
zens of the United States shall, contrary to the true intent
and meaning of this act, take on hoard, receive or transport
any such persons, as ahove described in this act, for the pur-

ose of seiling them as slaves, as aforesaid, he or they shall

orfeit and pay for each and every person so received on
hoard, transported, or sold as aforesaid, the sum of two hun-
dred dollars, to he recovered in any court of the United States
proper to try the same; the one moiety thereof to the use of
the United States, and the other muiety to the use of such
person or persons who shall sue for and prosecute the same.

76, W hereas it is found expedient to adopt measures, inore
effectually to prevent slaves, without tickets, from dealing
with shop-keepers. traders and others, to the prejudice of their
owners :

Be it therefore enacte:!. That if any shop-keeper, trader or
otlier person, <hall, at any time hereafter, by himself or anv
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other person, directly or indirectly, buy or purchase fromany  TIT.157.
slave, in any part of this state, any corn, rice, peas, or other v~
rain bacon, flour, tobacco, indigo, blades, or any other arti- any article
cle whatever 3 or shall otherwise deal, trade or traflic with any whatever, or
slave, not having a ticket or permit so to deal, trade or traffic, otherwise
or to sell any such article, from and under the hand of his ;1“1’ &‘;]’ e
master or owner, or such other person as may have the care S;s:l:‘ifav::ve
or management of such slave; such shop-keeper, trader or written per-
other person, shall, for every such offence, forfeit not exceed- mit, underthe
ing two hundred dollars, to be recovered by bill, plaint or in- hand of his or

dictment, one half to the use of the state, and the other half her owner, or

' - . : .. the perso
to the use of the informer, in any court of this state having Who':lall’l:a "
jurisidiction to take cognizance thereof.* the dircction

7. Be it therefore enacted, That any citizen or inhabitant of such slave.
of this state, who hath removed out of this state any negro or Penalty foran,
negroes, or slaves, to any of the other states, shall be, and he :;‘fm“‘;:!l;’.f
or she is hereby authorized to bring back into this state such e
negro or negroes, being slaves, upon giving in a schedule of Periviasion o
them, on oath, before a justice of the quorum, specifving such any inhabitant
negro or negroes, and therein declaring that the said negro or or citizen of
negroes are really and bona fide his or her property, and were L"!s s‘gte'km
carried out of the state by him or her, or the person whom he g8 "4
represents, or the issue of such negroes; which schedule, and '
oath, the person or persons shall cause to be recorded in the
office of the clerk of the court of common pleas of the district
in which such person or persons reside.

8. And whensoever any citizen or inhabitant of this state Regulations
shall hereafter be disposed, or have occasion to carry out of respectingne-
this state into any of the other states, any of lhis or her negro 3"'3";@‘“3 w
or negroes, being slaves, it shall be lawful for such citizen or PSRN
inhabitant to do so, and to bring them back again, together
with their issue and increase:

79. Provided such citizen or inhabitant shall previously ren- proyise:
der to and deposit with some justice of the quorum, a sche- |
dule of the negroes or slaves which he or she so intends to re-
move: which schedule such person or persons shall cause to be
recorded, previously to their being carried out of this state,
in the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas of the
district in which such person or persons reside.

* It was determined, by the constitutional court of appeals, at Co-
lumbia, in November 18035, in the case of The State v. Stroud, that the
offence is within the act, though the owner, or person having the care
and management of the slave should permit the slave to trade, either
expressly by words, or tacitly, and though he should be present at the
trading and trafficking; if the person trading with the slave is ignorant
ot such permission, or of the presence of the owner, &c. and the slave
bas no ticket or permit in writing, so to traffick or trade. And this con-
struction agrees with the case of The King v. Egginton & alios. 2 Bos.
& Pul. 508. in which it was also contended, that it is of the essence of
the crime it should be committed against the will of the owner. Seec:
1 Leach’s Cases, 232,

VOL. IG |
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80. And such citizen or inhabitant, or his or her legal re-
presentative, upon bringing back into this state the negroes or
slaves, or their issue, so removed, shall immediately go before
the said magistrate, or some other magistrate, if he be dead
or out of office, and produce the aforesaid schedule, or a true
and certified transcript thereof, and identify, upon oath or af-
firmation, the slaves so brought back into this state, as being
the same slaves, or their issue, so removed as aforesaid.

81. Be it enacted, That it shall not be lawful, at any time
after the passing of this act, for any person or persons to bring
into this state, either by lund or water, (except as is herein
after excepted,) any negro, mulatto, mestizo, or other slave,
or servant of colour, for sale within this state, or to be kept
therein; nor shall it be lawful for any free negro, mulatto, or
mestizo, any time after the passing of this act, to enter into
this state: And every such person of colour as aforesaid, be-
ing a slave, or bound to service for a term of years, or free,
who shall be sent or brought into this state, or shall enter or
come into the same, contrary to this act, shall and may be ap-
prehended, and taken before a justice of the peace, within
the district where he or she shall be so apprehiended, by an
citizen or free white man, who shall ve an inhabitant of suc
district, to be dealt with as is herein after provided.

82. Aud be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for
any justice of the peace in this state, to whom information
shall be made on oath by any person or persons, that he or
they know, or have reason to l’)'e ieve that any negro, mulatto
ot mestizo, slaves, or any negro, mulatto or mestizo, indent-
ed or hired for a term of years, have Leen, or are ahout to be
introduced or brought into this state, contrary to law, to issue
his or thetr warrant, addressed to any constable ; or should he
decm it necessary to call an armed force, to any militia offi-
cer, as the case may require, directing him, with the corps
under his command, to pursue, seize and take all such negroes,
mulattoes, and mestizos, together with the white person or per-
sons who may have them in charge, or be accompanying them,
and lodge the oftender or offenders in the nearest gaol to the
place where they are so taken: and in case such justice or jus-
tices, to whom such information shall be offered, shall not,
within twelve hours, issue his or their warrant, he or they
snall forfeit and pay the sum of two hundred dollars, to he re-
covered by suit in anv court of record in this state; one half
tiereof to be paid into the treasurv, as a fund for defraying
the expenses in putting this act in force, and the other half to
the intormer, who shall sue for and recover the sames and in
which suits the defendants shall not be entitled to an impar-
lance; and further, I¢ is declare, That such justice or justi-
ces so offending, shall, after indictment and conviction, be
disqualified, and shall be rendered incapable of holding any
office of profit or trust in this state, for the term of five years
atter such conviction.

85. JInd be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for
any such ofi:cer of the militia as aforesaid, and he is hereby
authorized and required, immediately upon receipt of such
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warrant, to assemble the corps under his command, or such
rt thereof as he shall deem sufficient for that purposc ; and
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himself, or such officer under his command as he shall see A. A 1800.
fit to depute for that purpose, to seize and take every such 2 Faust 344.

negvo, mulatto or mestizo, being a slave or a servant, either
indented or hired for a term of years, or free; and also every
person accompanying and having charge of such slave or ser-
vant: and every of t’ﬁem beine so taken, to commit, by writ-
ing, vnder the [Zand of such officer se taking the said persons,
to the custody of the keeper of the public gaol of the district
whevein the said capture shall take place ; and it shall be the
duty of every such gaoler, in such case to receive and safe
keep every such person in his gaol, till thence delivered by
due course of law.

84. And it shall be lawful for every such officer of militia,
and alsc for those persons who shall act immediately under
the command of such officer, and in conformity to the autheri-
ty hereby vested in such ofticer, in case resistance shall be
made by any such slave or servant as aforesaid, or by any per-
son accompanying and having charge of such slave or servant,
to the authority of such officer, in enforcing the observance of
this act, and in the lawiul exercise of the duties required by
the same, to employ force to overcome such resistance, and
if need he, to attack, wound and kill any person who shall re-
sist, as aforesaid, or any person who shall aid and assist there-
In, as in cases of invasion, rebellion or insurrection.

83. Jnd be it enacted, That every such officer, and every
serson acting under his command, according to this act, shall
ie entitled to the same pay and rations, and be subject to the
same rules of military (Escipline, and to the same penalties,
that every such officer or person would be entitled and subject
to. in case of his being in actual service, by virtue of the acts
of the general assembly of this state, in regard to the militia.
Aud in case any such officer to whom any such warrant as
aforesaid, shall be directed and delivered, shall refuse, or wil-
fullvy neglect to proceed to execute the same, within six hours
after the warrant shall be delivered to him, he shall, for every
such refusal or neglect, be liable to a trial by a court martial.
and upon conviction thereof by such court, shall be cashiered,
and shall be incapable of holding any office of profit or trust
in this state for the term of five years after the sentence of said
court martial.

86. Jnd be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for
the sheriff of the district, within the gaol of which any such
slave or servant as aforesawd, shall be confined as aforesaid,
after it shall he established by the verdict of a jury, as herein
after is provided, that such slave or servant has been hrought
into this state contrary to this act, to sell any such slave or
slaves, or servants, at the usual place, and at one of the usual
times appointed by law for selling pr?erty at sheriff’s sales
within his district, after giving due and sufficient legal notice
of such intended sale, for one month at least previously to the
same; and after deducting and paying to those who shall be
entitled thereto, all the lawful fees, charges, and reasonable
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expenses incurred by such taking up, commitment, safe keep.
ing, and maintenance of every such slave or servant, the resi-
due of the proceeds of such sale to he divided and distributed
to and among the following persons, in the proportion follow-
ing, that is to say: To the informer or informers, one half of
the neat proceeds aforesaid ; and the remaining half of said
neat proceeds shall he apportioued and divided among the of-
ficers, non-commissioned officers and privates, composing the
party by whom such slave or servant, so to Le sold, was taken
and committed, agreeably to their respective rates of pay,
when engaged in actual service.

87. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the informer
or informers under this act, to zive cvidence to support such
information; and every such informer is hereby declared to he
a competent witness in any court of law in this state, which
shall have cognizance of such cause; any law, usage or custom
to the contrary thereof notwithstanding.

88. JAnd be it enacted, That nothing contained in this act,
shall tend to prevent any person or persons, residing in any
of the different states, to migrate into this state, with his, her
or their slaves: Provided such person or persons, so migrating
as aforesaid, shall, before such migration, on oath, produce a
certificate of such oath, before a justice of the peace, or judge,
and swear or affirm, that he, she or they, have come into this
state with an intent to reside therein ; and that the said slaves,
brought into this state as aforesaid, have been the bona fide
L)‘roperty of such person or persons, for the term of two ycars

efore the migrating of such person or persons: and they shall
also produce to the said judge or justice. a certificate under
the hand and seal of a magistrate in the state in which such
person or persons reside, certifying that the slave or slaves,
intended to be hrought into this state, have heen his, her or
their property for the term aforesaid: and it may or shall not
be lawful for any person or persons coming into this state,
with an intent to reside therein, to dispose of or hire any slave
or slaves, so brought in by him, lier or themn, as aforesaid, un-
til such person or persons have resided therein for the full
term of two years.

89. Provided also, That in no case, or upon any pretence
whatever, shall it be lawful for any person, being the head of
a family, to bring into this state, any number 0? negroes ex-
ceeding ten, without the express permission of the legislature;
and that no other persons, except the head of a family, so in-
tending to reside in this state, shall be allowed the benefit
or provision extended or afforded in the above clause of this
act.

90. And be it enacted, That if any tax-collector shall have
knowledge or information of any slaves, as before mentioned,
being owned by, or in the possession of any person or persons
whomsoever, and shall fair(:)r neglect to give information to
the nearest magistrate, within three days after such know-
ledge or information, every such tax-collector shall be liable
to pay the sum of two hundred dollars, to be recovered and
applied as herein before mentioned ; aud shall be, on convic-



Dlaveg. 253

tion of such offence, incapable of holding any office of profit TIT.157.
or trust in this state, for the term of five years thereafter. A

91. Jnd be it enacted, That if any person or persons shall A. A. 1800.
bring into this state, by land or by water, or shall have in his, 2 Faust 349.
her or their possession, any slave or slaves as aforesaid, he, P"“‘“";".‘
she or they shall, upon conviction thereof, forfeit and pay the Ef;{::esr :25;;
sum of two hundred dollars. thi atate:

92. Provided aliways, That nothing in this act contained,
shall extend to masters of vessels hringing into this state any
negro, mulatto, or person of colour, emnloyed on board, or
belonging to such vessel, and who shall therewith depart, he
or thow entering into a hond for performance thereof, with
sufficient security, before such person or persons as his excel-
lency the governor, for the time heing, sEall appoint for that
purpose; or to any person travelling into this state, having
one or more negroes, mulattoes or persons of colour, as do-
mestic servants.

95. Be 1t further enacted, That any person or persons, hav- Penaltyon fer-
ing. owning or keeping any public ferrv or ferries, toll hridge "Y'f“‘.f'“s‘;’m
or bridges in this state, and who shall knowingly and willing- ¢ bterbr;;gxt
Iy sufter to be passed, conveved, carried or ferried over, any (ntothis state.
such negro or negroes, prohibited by law from being brought
mnto this state, or shall, in like manner, pass, convey, carry or
ferrv over any white person or persons having such negro or
negroes in charge, or accompanying them, shall forfeit and
pav. for everv white person or negro so passed, conveyed, car-
ried or ferried over, the sum of five dollars, to be recovered
m any court of record in this state; one half to be paid to the
informer or informers, who will sue for and recover the same;
and the other half {o he paid into the treasury of the state, in
aid of the fund to carry this law into effect.

1. Be it enacted, That in all and every case arising under Time of pro-
this act, it shall and may be lawful for any person or persons secuting un-
to enforce or prosecute the same, at any time not exceeding der this act.
two years: any law, usage or custom to the contrary thereof
notwithstanding.

Q5. Be it enncted, That if any person or persons whatsoever, General issue
shall he sued, impleaded, molested or prosecuted for any mat- may be plead-
ter, cause or thing, done or executed, or caused to be done or ¢d.
executed, by virtue ofy or in pursuance of the directions of this
act. "he] shall and may plead the general issue, and give the
special matter in evidence.

96, Be it enacted, That this act shall remain and continue
in force for three years from the passing thereof, and till the
next meeting and sitting of the general assembly of this state
thereafter, and no longer.*

97. Whereas the laws heretofore enacted for the govern- 2 Faust 551.
ment of slaves, free negroes, mulattoes and mestizos, have

heen found insufficient for the keeping them in due subordi-
nation:

—

4
* See A. A. 1802, which amends this act; and A. A. 1803, which per-
Petuates it.
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TIT.187.  Be it therefore enacted, That from and after the passing of
v~ this law, all assemblies and congregations of slaves, free ne-
A.A.1800. groes, mulattoes and mestizos, whether comppsed of all or
9 Faust 351 any of the above description of persons, or of all or any of the
What astem- ahove described persons, and of a proportion of white persons,
:l:vg:; %, Aassembled or met together for the purpose of mental instruc.
» * tion, in a confined or secret place of meeting, or with the gates

hall be un- A
:awful. or doors of such place of meeting barred, bolted or locked, so

as to prevent the free ingress and egress to and from the same,
shall be, and the same is hereby declared to be an unlawful
How the same meeting ; and the magistrates, sheriffs, militia officers, and
may be dis-  officers of the patrol, being commissioned, are hereby direct-
persed, &c.  ed, required and empowered, to enter into such confined pla-
ces, where such unlawful assemblies are convened, and for
that purpose to break doors, gates or windows, if resisted, and
disperse such slaves, free negroes, mulattoes, or mestizos, as
may be then and there found unlawfully met together and
Powersand convened ; and such magistrates, shertfls, constables, militia
duties of civil officers, or officers of the patrol, are hereby empowered and
officers in re- required to call unto their assistance, such force and assist-
lation to such ynee from the neighbourhood, as he or they may judge neces-
Soncanblages. sary for the dispersing of such unlawful assemblage of persons
of colour as aforesaid; and the officers and persons so dis-
persing such unlawful assemblage of persons, shall, if the
think proper, impose such corporal punishment, not exceed-
ing twenty lashes, upon such slaves, free negroes, mulattoes,
or mestizos, as they may judge necessary for deterring them
from the like unlawful assemblage in future.

98. And the said officers so dispersing such unlawful as-
semblage, shall, if within the city of Charleston, have power
to take into custody and deliver to the master of the work-
house in Charleston aforesaid, all or any of such slaves, free
negroes, mulattoes, or mestizos, as may be found transgress-
ing this law ; and the master of the work-house aforesaid, is
hereby directed and required to reccive such person or per-
sons, and inflict on him or them such punishment as any two
magistrates of the said city may think fit and direct, not ex-
ceeding twenty lashes.

99. And the officers dispersing such unlawful assemblies,
shall, if without the limits of Charleston, have power to take
into custody and deliver to the nearest constable, all or any
of such slave or slaves, free negroes or mulattoes, as may be
found transgressing this law ; and the said constable is here-
by required to receive such persons, and convey them to the
nearest magistrate, who shall inflict such punishment, net ex-
ceeding twenty lashes, which any such magistrate may order
and direct.”

Assemblages  100. And be it further enacted, That from and after the pass-
of sluves with jng of this act, it shall not be lawful for any number of slaves,
frec negroes: free negroes, mulattoes, or mestizos, even in company with

:;.itz‘,lwhen white persons, to meet together and assemble, for the purposé

they may be -

* See A. A. 1873, amending this aet.
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of mental instruction, or religious worship, either before the TIT.157.
rising of the sun, or after the going down of the same. And "~
all magistrates, sheriffs, militia officers, and officers of the pa- A. A.1800.
trol, being commissioned, city or town guard, or watchmen, 2 Faust 353.
are hereby vested with all the powers and authority for dis- (Il’:“:f:i ?t:iivil
persing such assemblies, before day, or after sun-set, as is g < inthat
herein and hereby given to them in the first clause of this respect.

act.

101. And the said officers are also empowered to impose on
all such slaves, free negroes, mulattoes or mestizos, the same
punishment as by the patrol law they are authorized to do in
any case whatsoever, |

162. Jdnd be it further enacted, That every officer or other I'ersons dis-
person 59 entering into and dispersing such slaves, free ne- persing such
aroes, inulattoes and mestizos, from such closed or confined ualawful
places of meeting, or from such open meeting, before sun-rise, g‘:: ;i:‘f;’:)"'
or after the going down of the same, shall be, and he is here- tection of the
by declared under the protection of the Jaw, and free from all law, %c.
suits at law, prosecutions and indictments for or on account
of such acts as may be done and performed by him or them,
in pursuance of the letter and meaning of this act ; and all and Uersons sued
gvery person or persons, suing or prosecuting any officer, or for acting un-
other person, for any trespass or tort done by him in putting ?ii;tgt?t;ai:c.
in force and executing this law, on failure of convicting the ;e¢ shall have
party, or proving the case fully, so as to entitle him, her or treble costs.
them to a recovery of damages, shall be liable, and be deemed
and adjudged te pay to the party so prosecuted or sued, treble
costs ; for which costs, tie party prosecuted or sued, shall have
his execution in the usnal form, against the goods and chattels
of such prosecutor or informer, or plaintiff in the cause, upon
application to the clerk of the court where the cause has been
tried. [See Title 128, Patrols. |

103. W hereas, it hath heen a practice for many years past 2 Faust 355.
in this state, for persons to emancipate or set frec their slaves,
in cases where such slaves have been of bad or depraved cha-
racters, or from age or infirmity, incapable of gaining their
livelihood by honest means: To prevent which practice in
future,

Be it enacted, That from and after the passing of this act, How they may
it shall not be lawful for any person or persons to emancipate be emancipa-
or st free, his, her or their slave or slaves, except according }f;l: WEREk
to the forms and regulations herein after prescriLed, to wit:
Whenever any person or persons shall intend to emancipate
or set free, his, her or their slaves, he, she or they, shall sig-
uify such intention to some justice of the quorum, who is here-
by authorized and required thereupon to summon to meet at
a convenient time and place, five indificrent freehouders,
living in the neighbourhood of the person or persons so
intending to emancipate or set frec, his, her or their said
slave or slaves : And when the magistrate and the freeholders
Summoned as aforesaid, shall be convened, the person or per-
fons, proposing to emancipate or set free, his, her or their
slave or si):ves, ghall produce the said slave or slaves before
the magistrate and frecholders, and answer to them, upon oath,
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TIT.157.  all such questions as they shall ask concerning the character
v~ of the said slave or slaves, and his, her or their ability to gain
A.A.1800. a livelihood in an honest way ; and in case it shall appear to
2 Faust 356.  the said magistrate and freeholders, or a majority of them,
that the said slave or slaves so produced before them, is or are
not of a bad character or characters, and is or are capable of
ining a livelihood in an honest way, they shall give the fol.
owing certificate, to wit: « We hereby certify, upon the ex.
amination, on oath, of A. B. the owner of a certain slave or
slaves, named C. D. or E. as the case may be, (here describe
the slave or slaves) satisfactory proof has been given to us,
that the said slave or slaves, is or are not of bad character or
characters, and is or are capable of gaining a livelihood, as

the case may be, by honest means.”
Everyemanci-  104. Be it enacted, That no emancipation of any slave shall
pation, t0 be he valid or lawful, except it be by deed, and according to the
;"‘;‘;‘(’;“’;3‘ regulations above prescribed, and accompanied by the above
oo di",;m mentioned certificate. And furthermore, that every person
sy dnt freeing any slave, shall cause to be delivered to him or her,a
Duty of the copy of the deed of emancipation and certificate aforesaid,
master upon  (within ten days after such deed shall have been executed)
setting free  gttested by the clerk of the court of the district, who shall re-
g\:tﬂ;‘f'et:h o cord the said deed in the respective offices, and that the said
clerks of the clerk shall be paid therefor by the person emancipating, the
districtcourts sum of four dollars; and that all deeds and certificates of ma-
torecord such numission, shall be void and of non-effect, unless such deed
deedsofeman- an( certificate shall be recorded within six months from the

cipation.  “time the same shall have heen executed.

Penalty for 105. Be it enacted, ‘That every person neglecting or refusing
not delivering to deliver to any slave, by him or her set free, such copy of

a copyofsuch the gaid deed and certificate, within ten days after the execu-

deed, c. tion of the same, shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars, to be re-

covered with costs, in any court of record, to the use of the
person who shall sue for the same.
Slavessetfree  106. And in case any slave shall hereafter be emancipated,
otherwise  gor get free, otherwise than according to this act, it sha?l and

than accord- oo b Jawlul for any person whosoever, to seize and convert
ing to thisact; P

how they may *V . 2
be dealtywitli said slave so illegally emancipated or set free.

Provisos.

mestizo, in the case where he or she 1s unjustly detained, or
held in slavery, from any remedy or redress now given by law.
JAnd provided also, That no part of this act shall be construed
so as to affect or invalidate any disposition by will of persons
now deceased, but such disposition shall operate the same as
if this law were not passed.
A. A.180L 108. Be it enacted, That any person or persons whomsoever,
%F “‘l‘:‘ ‘-?7 4 who shall be convicted hy the verdict of a jury, in any of the
b:i':;i'fgc:;. courts of common pleas or sessions in this state, of bringing
groes into this 1010, or of causing or procuring to be brought into, or of aid-
state. ing or assisting in the bringing into this state, after the pass-
ing of this act, from any part or place without the limits of

this state, any negro, mulatto, mestizo, or other slave, orscr

is or her own use, and to keep as his or her property, the |

107. Provided, That nothing herein contained, shall be so |
construed as to deprive any free ncgro, Indian, mulatto, or
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yant of colour whatsoever, or of harbouring, or of keeping,or  THT.157.
of owning, or having in possession any negro, mulatto, mesti- ™~/
zo, or other slave or servant of colour within this state, so to A. A. 1801.

be brought into this state as aforesaid, or of entering this state, 2 Faust 374
such person or persons, as the case may be, shall forfeit and

y one hundred dollars, to be appropriated as herearter di-
rected, for each and every such negro, mulatto, mestizo, or
ather slave or person of colour whatsoever, so to be brought
into, or harboured, or kept, or owned, or being in 'Posscssion
as aforesaid, within this state; and shall moreover forfeit and
lose all his, her or their right, title and interest, of, to and in
every such negro, mulatto, mestizo, and other slave and ser-
vant of colour.

109. And be it enacted, That every negro, mulatto, mestizo, Every such
or other slave, which shall come or enter into {his state, from nregro to b
any part or place from without the limits cf this state, shall sold.
and may, upon the fact of such coming or entering into this
state being found by the verdict of a jury, in any court of ses-
gions or common pleas in this state, be, hy order of such court
sold by the sheriﬂp of the district wherein such verdict shall
be found, in the same wmanner as if seized in exccution, and
sold by such sheriff by virtue of a writ of fieri facias, and the
monies which shall arise or be made from such sale, shall
be a;:{)mprinted, disposed of and paid as is herein after di-
rected.

110. And be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for warrants t
any justice of the peace or of the quorum, in this state, to be issued
whom information shall be made on oath, hy any person or against such
persons, that he or they know, or have reason to beleve, that negroes:
any negro, mulatto, mestizo or'other slave, or any regro, mu-

Jatto, mestizo or other person of colour, indented or hired for
aterm of years, have been, after the passing of this act, or are
about to be introduced into, or come into this state, to issue
his warrant, directed to any constable, or should he deem it
necessary to employ an armed force, to any officer of the mi-
litia of this state, as the case may require, directing him, with
the corps under his command, or so many as may be necessas
ry, to pursue, seize and take all such negroes, mulattoes, or
mestizos, together with the white person or persons, who may
have them in charge, or be accompanying themn, and to lodge
the said negroes, mulattoes, mestizos and white person or
Eersons, in the gaol nearest to the place where they shall

e so taken ; and the keeper of such gaol is hereby autho:
rilzcd and required to receive and safe E:ep them am{ each of
them.

111, And be it enacted, That the keeper of such gaol shall, How suth ne-
within two days after such negroes, mulattoes, mestizos, or groesaretobe
white person or persons as aforesaid, shall have been lodged p’”‘.‘:’;’f‘:"i »
in his gaol as aforesaid, give notice thereof in writing, signed committed to
with the hand of the keeper of such gaol, to some justice of gaol. ~
the peace or of the quorum, of the district in which his gaol
shalr be situated, which said justice shall thereupon, without
delay, by warrant under his hand and seal, call to his assist-
ance, and request any one of glgeknearest justices of the peace

VOL. 1IN :
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TIT.157.  or of the quorum, to associate with him, and shall, by the same
\w~~ warrant, summon five of the neighbouring freeholders to as.
A. A.1801. semble and meet together at a certain day and place, not ex.
2 Faust 376. ceeding six days, after such notice as aforesaid shall have been
given to such justice as aforesaid, in manner herein before di
rected ; and the justices and five freeholders so assembled,
shall cause to be brought before them, the slave or slaves and
free persons, who shall have heen lodged in gaol in pursuance
of this or any other law of this state against the introduction
or entering of slaves and servants of colour into this state,
and shall hear and examine the accusation which shall be
brought against them, and his, her or their defence ; and if the
said justices and freeholders, or a majority of them, shall be
of opinion that the charge is not sustained, it shall and may
be lawful to and for the justices and freeholders, or a majority
of them, to liberate and discharge the said slaves and persons
30 brought before them for examination as aforesaid ; and if
the said justices and freeholders, or a majority of them, shall
be of opinion that the charge is sustained, the said justices,
or one of them, shall, fortﬁwith, recommit the said slave or
slaves, and other person or persons, to the gaol from whence
they came, there to be safely kept in the custody of the keep-
e; of the said gaol, uatil delivered from thence by due course
of law.

112. Jnd be it enacted, That so soon as the justices and free-
holders shall be assembled as aforesaid in pursuance of this
act, the said justices shall administer each to the other, the

Osth to be ta- following oath; I, A. B. do swear in the presence of Almighty
ken by magis- God, that I will well and truly and impartially adjudge and

trates and  dotermine the matter now submitted to me, according to the

frecholders.  pest of my skill and knowledge: So kelpme God.” And then
one of the said justices shall administer the same oath to each
of the freeholders.

113. JAnd be it enacted, That the keepers of every public
ferry within this state, shall, within thirty days after the pub-
lication of this act, take and subscribe the fol{owing oath, be-
fore some justice of the peace or quorum, of the district where-
in the person required to take such oath shall reside, and cause
or produce such oath to be filed in the office of the clerk of the

Oath to be ta- court of common pleas in such district, that is to say : ¢ I, A. B.
ken by the  do gwear or affirm, as the case may be, that I will, to the best
g‘:"" of  of my ability, carry, and cause to be carried into eftect this
act, and an act to prevent negro slaves and other persons of
colour from being brought into or entering this state.” And
every such person who shall neglect or refuse to take, and
cause and procure to be filed, such oath or affirmation, as is
herein before directed, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one

hundred dollars.
Appropriation  114. Jud be it enacied, That each and every penalty and
of penalties  forfeiture to be inflicted in pursuance of, or by virtue of this
3?:““’:1 bY  act, shall be appropriated, distributed, and applied in manner
e following, that 1s to say: one fourth part thereof to the person
or persons who shall inform, and prosecute to conviction;
provided, that the informant shall swear or affirm, as the case
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may be, that the money so to be received by him, is not, nor TIT.157.
ghall not be paid over or held in trust for or to the use of the ‘v~

rson so informed against§ and in case the said informant A. A. 1801.
shall not take such oath, then the said fourth part to go as is 2 Faust 378
herein after provided : one fourth part to the corps who shall
seize, take and lodge in gaol as aforesaid, any slave or person
or persons whomsoever as aforesaid, on their respectively
swearing or confirming to the restrictions herein before pre-
scrihed as to the informer ; and the remaining part to the pro-
moting a school or other seminary of learning in the district
where such conviction shall be had.

115. Be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and Slaves, k.

{or any person travelling into or through this state, to bring L“‘Y b; :
into the same, one or more slaves or free persons of colour, not tﬁ:‘fu:e":::.
exceeding two, as necessary attendants on such person,or his ger gertain 4
or her family, and for no other purpose whatsoever: Provided restrictions.
nevertheless, to exempt such person from the operation of this

act, every such person, except members of Congress, judges

of the federal court, and public functionaries of the United

States, shall make oath before some justice of the peace or of

the quorum of this state, near to the place where they shall

enter the same, that such slave or slaves, or persons of colour,

is or are, his or her necessary attendants; and that he or she

will not sell or dispose of such slave or person of colour, hut

will take the same back with her or them, to his or her usual

place of residence.

116. JAnd provided also, That this shall not be construed to
permit any person going out of this state, to bring into the same,
any slave or person of colour which he or she did not take with
him or her from this state. .

117. JAnd be it enacted, That every person who shall refuse Penalty for
or neglect to discharge anly of the duties on him enjoined by neglect of the
this act, shall therefor forfeit and pay the sum of twenty doi- g(‘i't'e’t:?‘ws’
lars, to be recovered and distributed as herein before direct- e
ed. [See within, A. A, 1802 & 1803 ; altering and amending
this act.

118, ;i’kereas the act entitled « An act to prevent negro A. A.1802.
slaves and persons of colour from being brought into or enter- 2 Faust 449.
ing this state,” passed the twentieth day of .T)ecember, in the
year of our Lord 1800, and the act entitled ¢ An act su[)p!e~
mentary to an act entithed ¢ An act to prevent negro slaves
and persons of colour being brought into or entering this
state,” passed the nineteenth day of December, in the year of
our Lord 1801, are found to be too riﬁorous and inconvenient:

119. Be it therefore enacted, That all clauses and parts of the Former acts
said two acts, shall be and they are hereby repealed, so far as partly repeal-
they prevent citizens of other states with nogro slaves, or other
persons of colour bona fide their own property—

120, Provided nevertheless, That every person intending to Proviso.
pass through this state with his or her slaves, shall take and peryong pags.
subscribe, hefore some justice of the quorum or of the peace, ing with
near to the place where such person shall enter this state, the slaves to take
following oath: « I, A. B. do swear, that the slaves which I am an oath, &c.
to carry through this state, ar¢ bona fide my property; and #hat



260 Dlabeg.

TIT.157, I will not sell, hire or dispose of the said slaves, or either of
v~ them, to any resident or citizen, or body corporate or politic,
A. A 13,2 or any other person or persons whomsoever, within the state
2 Faust 49. of South-Carolina; but will travel directly to the place where
I intend to move.” And such justice shall give him a certifi-
cate thereof. Provided also, That the said oath be lodged ia
the clerk’s office of the district in which the same shall be ta-
ken ; and the certificate of the magistrate atoresaid, shall be
countersigned by the clerk aforesaid ; which certificate shall

be produced to any person demanding the same.
Persons com- 121, Also, so far as they prevent citizens of other states,
ing into this  who come into this state to settle, to bring in with them ne.
:;’:‘“ ‘:’:‘;3" gro slaves, or other persons of colour, bona fide their own pre.
br;:;’l;m;r' perty at the time of their bringing them in ; and also, so faras
slaves, under they prevent any citizen of this state to bring into the same,
certainre-  any negro slaves, or other persons of colour, which he, she or
strictions.  thev may acquire, or have acquired, bona fide by descent, will,
deed of gift from parents to children, the consideration of

which is natural love and affection, or marriage.

122, dnd be it further enacted, ‘That all and every person
or persons removing or to remove into this state with their
slaves, shall, immediately on entering into this state, take the

Oath to be ta- following oath before some justice of the quorum: ¢ I, A. B.
kea by per- o swear, that my removal into the state of South-Carolina,

1':”’1")”';‘.‘.‘: i3 with no intent of evading the several laws of this state, for
“fle o) preventing the further importation of slaves into this state;

theirsiaves. Dot have I hrought with me any slave or slaves, with an in-
tertion of selling them, nor will I sell or dispose of any slave
or slaves so brovght with me as aforesaid, within two years
from the datc hereof; and it is mv intention, bona fide to be-
come a resident in aud citizen of the said state 3 and shall
render to t'ie said magistrate, at the same time, a writing un-
der such person’s hand, containing the number, names and par-
ticular descriptions of such slave or slaves. :
Slaves 125. And in case any person or persons so removing inte
th‘?“g&tt Into  this state as aforesaid, shail neglect or refuse to take the oath
ey S T::;"" above prescribed, or after having taken such oath, shall seil or
tq be free. ~ dispose of any such slave or slaves, before the expiration of
the time above limited, each and every slave so brought in,
or sold or disposed of as aforesaid, shall be, and they are here-
by declared ta be free, in whosoeverjgghands they may be.
Slaves impor.  124. JAnd be it further enacted, Tt each and every slave
ted contrary  who shall hereafter be imported or brought into this state, ex-
;‘; }L‘é: 4cla 10 cept under the limitations prescribed by this act, shall be,and
: each and every of them, are hereby declared to be free, in
whoseever’s hands they may be.
Guardian of 123, . Be it enactgl, That the guardian of such slave, claim-
slaves claim-  ing"higge hypdgeedom, shall be liable to double costs of suit,
;?zg)get‘od(‘;g‘l;. if his actioNgsi®e adjudged groundless: and that the said
ke costs,ifhis Suardian shipSgigiimble to pay to the bona fide owner of such
action fuils,  S1ave, alkgmgh dygeiges as shall be assessed by a jury, and ad-
gegagdiy comptof common pleas.
A. A. 1803, 96, Aereas certain religious societies in this state, have
JFaust 505  petitietudd the legislatare to alter part of an act, entitled, “ An

&
-
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act respecti}g slaves, free negroes, mulattoes, and mestizos, *l'l‘&
. for enforcing the more punctual perfornmnce of patrol AWy, ‘™~
and to impose cerdain restrictions on the emancipation of A. A.1803.
slaves:” [See above, A. A, 1600.] 2 Faust 506.

Be it enacted, That after the passing of this act, it shall not

be lawful for any person or persons, at any time before nine
o’clock in the evening of any day, to break into any place of
meeting, wherein shall be assembled the members of any reli-
gious saciety of this state; provided a majority of them shall
ne white persons ; or otherwise to disturb their devotion, un-
Jess such person or persons so entering the said place, shall
have first obtained from some magistrate appointed to keep
the peace of the state, a warrant, authorizing him or them so
to do, in case a magistrate shall be then actually within the
distance of three miles from such place of meeting; other-
wise the provisions of the above recited act to rewmain in full
farce.

127. Be it enacted, That from and after the passing of this  ypiq.
act, no negro, mulatto, mestizo, or other person of colour, 2 Faust 511.
whether bond or free, shall be imported or brought into this The importa.
state, or enter the same, from the Bahama or West-India tion of ne-
islands, or from the continent of South-America; nor shall any g,:ﬁ;’hf‘:ha.

nezro or person of colour, who heretofore hath been, or now j,3ma orwest.
15, or hereafter shall be resident in any of the French West- India islands,
India 1slands, enter or be brought into thiSigete from any part probibited.

or place without the limits thereof.

128, Jnd be it further enacted, That no male slave above And from the
the age of fifteen years, shall be imported or brought into this sister states,
state, from any ofy our sister states, unless the ﬂperson tmport. ¢Xcept, &ke.
e such negro, shall produce, and file in the office of the clerk
of the district where the person so importing may reside, a
certificate under the hands of two magistrates, and the seal of
the court of the district where the said negro or negroes have
resided for the last twelve months previous to the (fnte of the
certificate, that such negro or negroes, are persons of good
character, and have not been concerned 1n any insurrection
or rehellion.

129. And be it further enacted, That an act, entitled, ¢ An Former acts
act to prevent negro slaves, and other persons of colour, from made of force.
being brought into, or entering this state,” passed the twen-
tieta day of December, in the year one thousand eight hun-
dred; also an act supplementary to an act, entitled, ¢« An act
to prevent negro slaves and persons of colour from bein
brought into or entering this state,” passed the nineteen
day of December, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
one, shall be, and the same are hereby declared to be in full
force and operation, so far as the same shall or may apply to
the provisions contained in the preceding clauses of this act,
and in no other. And the said act, passed the twentieth da
of December, in the year one thousand eight hundred, shall
be, and the same is hereby declared to be a perpetual act.

130. «Ind be it further enacted, 'That each and every Degro Negroes en-
and negroes, mulatto and mulattoes, mestizo and mestizos, or tering this

sther person or persons of colour whatsoever, whether free or state contriry
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d‘. 157, bound, brought, sent or entering into this state, contrary to the
@~~~ pfivisions of this act, be, and the same are hereby declared
A.A.1803. to be forfeited, one half to the state and the other half to the
2 Paust 513. informer or informers, to be recovered in the name of the state,
to the }";‘i]‘."‘ by action in the nature of the action of detinuc, wherein it
act, to be fon. SNall not be necesaary to prove that the defendant in the suit
feited. was in possession of the person or persons aforesaid, at the
time of commencing the same; and the said informer and in.
formers, are hereby declared competent witnesses in the
aforesaid suits, in any court in this state having cognizance
thereof.
Negroes com.  151. Jnd be it further enacted, That in all and every case
ing into this where any negro, mulatto, mestizo, or other person of colour,
state, and not charged with having been brought, imported or sent, or with
being claimed haying come or entered into this state contrary to any law
:z;n&p;emn; thereof, and who shall not be claimed by any person, it shall
roceeded  and may be lawful to proceed against such negro, mulatto,
rga.imb. mestizo, or other person of colour, by indictment in any court
of record, in which the nature of the offence shall be stated;
and upon 2 verdict being found in favour of the state, such
person or persons shall be forfeited and sold, and the proceeds
thereof appropriated as provided by law.
Paws of U.S.  132. Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives
1807, ¢.67.  of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That
vol. 8. p. 262. from and after the first day of January, one thousand eight
1‘;‘5‘;‘;‘3:3?0 hundred and eight, it shall not be lawful to import or bring
the U. States 10t0 the United States, or the territories thereof, from any
forbidden.  foreign kingldom, place, or country, any negro, mulatto, or
person of colour, with intent to hold, sell, or dispose of such
negro, mulatto, or person of colour, as a slave, or to be held
to service or labour. ‘

§ 4. 1533. JAnd be it further enacted, If any citizen or citizens of
Forfeitures  the United States, or any person resident within the jurisdic-
and penaltics tion of the same, shall, from and after the first day of January,
:‘;:;::l}::“g one thousand eight hundred and eight, take on board, receive
Africa, &c. 0T transport from any of the coasts or kingdoms of Africa, or

from any other forcign kingdom, place, or country, any negro,
mulatto, or person of colour, in any ship or vessel, for the pur-
pose of selling them in any port or place within the jurisdic-
tion of the United States as slaves, or to be held to service or
labour, or shall be in any ways aiding or abetting therein, such
citizen or citizens, or person, shall severally forfeit and pay
five thousand dollars, one moiety thereof to the use of any
person or persons who shall sue tor and prosecute the same
to cffect ; and every such ship or vessel in which such negro,
mulatto, or person of colour, shall have been taken on board,
received, or transported as aforesaid, her tackle, apparel, and
furnityre, and the goods and effects which shall be found on
board ‘the same, shall be forfeited to the United States, and
shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted and condemned in any
of the circuit courts or district courts in the district where the
said ship m('l vessel may be found or seized.
lavesimnort-  134. And neither the importer, nor any person or persons
fd S0 reniiia claiming from or under himf:hall hold ang rll’;ht or titll;ewhat-»

~
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soever to any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, ner to the TIT.157.
service or labour thereof, who may be iinported or brovg'it vV
within the United States, or territories thereof, in violation of Laws of U. 8,
this law, but the same shall remain subject to any regulations 1807, c. 67.
not contravening the provisions of this act, whicz the legisla- "O{;.s' p. 262.
tures of the several states or territories at any time hereafter > li:;:(:nt: :;’
may make, for disposing of any such negro, mulatto, or per- 5:; states.
son of colour.

135. vnd be it further enacted, That if any person or per- . §6.
sons whatsvever, shall, from and zfter the first dav of Janua- ge“_.‘“‘“ for
rv, one thousand eight hundred and eight, purchase or sell fr“:n"“&se‘a‘“
any negro, inulatto, or person of colour, for a slave, or to be neighbouring
hefyd tu service or labour, who shall have becn imported, or territorics,
brought from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, or from &c.
the fominions of any foreign state, immediately adjoining to
the United States, into any port or place within the jurisdic-
tion of the United States, after the last day of December, one
thousand eight hundred and seven, knowing at the time of
such purchase or sale, such negro, mulatto, or person of co-
lour, was so brought within the jurisdiction of the United
States, as aforesaid, such purchaser and seller shall severally
for'eit and pay for every uegro, mulatto, or person of colour,
so purchased or sold as aforesaid, eight hundred dollars ; one
motety thereof to the United States, and the other woiety to
the use of any person or persons who shall sue for and prose-
cute the same to effect :

136. Provided, That the aforesaid forfeiture shall not ex-
tend to the seller or purchaser of any ncgro, mulatto, or per-
son of colour, who may be sold or disposed of in virtue of any
regulation which may hereafter be made by any of the legis-
latures of the several states in that respect, in pursuance of
this act, and the constitution of the United States. [See Ti-
tle 48, Constable,~~Title 99, Inn-keepers and Retailers of Li-
quors~Title 150, Plantations—Title 80, Fire-hunting and
I:urm‘ ng the Woods.—Title 128, Patrols.—Title 160, Sun-

9
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oVt

1. THE legislative authority of this state shail be vested in A.D. 1790.
a general assembly, which shall consist of a senate and house State Const.
of representatives. et 1§l

2. The house of representatives shall be composed of mem- ¢
bers chosen by ballot every second year by the citizens of
this state, qualified as in this constitution is provided.

3. The several election districts in this state shall elect the $5
following number for representatives, viz. [See within, A, A.
1800 5 Amendments of the Constitution.)

[The fourth section altered. See within, A. A. 1810.0



