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du e l l in g .

. ^ AN ACT
4'

»

7# fupprcfs^ duellings ^'Adopted from il
Virginia Codcm

«

FaJJed April 7, 1810,

Whereas experience has evinced^! 
That the exlfting remedy for the fo[ 
prcflion of the barbarous cuftocn 
dueling is inadequate to the purpofe,! 
and the pro§rfels and * conleqoences 
the evil have become fo dehrudive all 
to require an effort on the part of 
the Lcgillciture to arreft a vice, Iht 
refult of ignorance and barharifm, juh 
tified neither by the precepts of morali-
ty, nor by the dilates ot rcalon. For 
remedy whereof :

Be it cnaBed hy the aSting Governor ml 
fudges of the Ulimis Territory and it is 
ixfeby enuBed by the authority of the fmtt 
That any per on wha (hall hereafter 
wiltnlly and maIicioi‘fly/pr by agree- 
meiit hgbt a duel or finole combat 

•»iifgtr, mith any eDgir4e iniirument or weapon*
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tlie probable confequenca of which , 
flight be the death ot either party, 
and in fo doing (hall kilHiis antagonifl: -
or any other per Ton or perfons, or 
!infli6i fuch wound as that the perfon 
injured (hall die thereof within three
pionths thereafter, fuch offender, his Aijersattr 
aiders, abettors and councellors being ten &c. 
thereof duly convifled (hall be guilty 
of murder and (uffer death by being 
banged by the nedc any law cuftohi ^ 
or ufage of this territory to the contra*' 
ry noxwithftanding.

And be it further enacted^ That if any 
perlon whofoever, fliall challenge 
another to fight *a duet with any wea** 
pon or in ally manner whadoever, the 
probable ifiue of which may or jtnight inei.'e»bu 
refult in the death of the challenger or 
challenged, or if any perfon (hall. ac-
cept a challenge fight a duel with 
any weapon or in any way% whatfo* 
ever, the probable iffue of whicli^ may 
or might terminate in the death of the “ 
challenger or challenged, fuch perfon 
fiiall be incapable of bolding or being, 
elected to any pofi of profit, iruft or 
emolument, civil or inUitary under the 
government of this territory^

And he it enacted^ That from and af*. 
fef the paffing of this every per^ 
son who (hall be appointed to any
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rr pl'icr, civil or militsiy in thij 
itfrucs}, ihall in aiViiticn to ihe oatlj 

?f>rron9 ap. fiQw pf s. u.ribcd b j take the fcl-
catiu I do loletnnly fweair or 

siBrnm (j: s the caie may bt) that I 
i'iive tiot been engaged in a duel by 

^ortDpfoa^h t'f- accepting a challenge to 6gbt
a < lie-, f c In hgbtif:g a dnei, or in any 
cthei manner in violation of the act, 

— tfuiJid an £«d to l'npprels duelling, 
(Tree the pciiage of this a£l} nor will 
lie Jo concerned diredlly or ir dirtily 
in lucji duel, dmif g my ccntinuance in 
efiice, fo help me (jodi^

fj^re or 
Li^iCi to 

Aj^picbent).

y^fid he it jufthr emeted. That it flisll 
be the duty of the prefiding Judge of 
the General Court at each feffion of the 
court give in charge CKprtfsly to the 
jury this law, alio to charge the jttry^| 
to preient all perions ccncerned in car, 
t} !t g iendirg or accepting challenge.

Ahd he it ftntkr er.ackd^ That when 
raii^ jut ge 01 maghtrHte oi this territo, 
ry haij .gtjod caule to iulpedt any perfon 
or perh:n are about tote engaged in a 
duel, he may iflue bis warrant to bung 
the parties beiore him, and if lie fhiJji 
think piopcr to take of them a receg.. 
inzaiice to keep the peace, he fhall in- 
fert ill the condiaon, that the party or 
parties fhall l ot during the time far 
Vi Lull ihe’i w ei e bound, ditedlly or in-
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dire<^>l5r be X Uicenied Isii a duel, eicher 
wirli the perlon or ,-iny other
perfo’i, wltbiii £h'4; time lianted by die 
recogaU^uce*

(h

And be it funher ma^’ts /, That if any 
perfosi or p ruios, ihill fo? the jaar- Per 
pole ot eliidiag the operation of the 
provifjons of this law, leave tbs terrL 
tory tiJ-' pertoa; or perlons ib oliendiag ed ^ 
iballbe ae med a* be {bb«
jtd Q tlv* like pee.'kies a3 if the offence 
had becQ committed,wUbui this terru 
lory, H any perfosh %iil leave this cer- _ 
rkory wkh dhe iarentlon of gieing , or 
receiving a chalk^e to fighr. a duel or 
o'l* aiding np abetting in giving or re^ 
ceb/iog loch chalbenge and a duel Oiall 
adlnally be fought, whereby ihe death 
of uny person (hall happen, ami the 
pf rfon fo leaving the territory Iball re-
in a in there 00?", foas to prevent his ap« 
preheafion for the purpofe of a trial, or 
if any perfon Ihall %hr a duel in this 
territory or aid or abet therein, where-
by any perfon 0\3ll be killed, and then 
fieeintx) aootlier date or territory to 
avoid his trnl,io ei-.her cafe it fhali be 
the duty of the executive and they are 
hereby dire£fed to adopt and pnrfoe 
all legal Heps to caufe any foch offea • 
der to be apprehended and brougfu to 
trial *.0 the county where the ofience 

coiruBitied, whso the dyed fiiail
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have been fought within the territory^ 
and when it iliall have been fought 
without the territory then in that coun* 
ty where, in the opinion of the cxecu*. 
tive, the evidei>ce againft the offender 
ean be bed obtained and produced upon 
his trial*

And [he it Jurthtr enacted^ That it (hall 
be the duty of the attorney general of 
the territory to give information to the 
executive whenever a cafe (Ijall arife 

f;'4eiri!| which will render the inter portion of 
the executive authority under this si6t 
neceffary, and the deputies of the Au 
torney General at the firff court which 

**** (hall be held in which they are to a£l as 
profecuting attornies, after they have 
accepted their appointments, (hail take 
the following oath,-^l do • (olemnly 
fwear oralHrm, (as the cafe may be) 
that i will to the bed of my Judgment 
execute the duty impofed on me by the 
adt for fuppreiriog duelling, fohclp mo 
God. .

And he it further enacted^ Thar all 
words which irom their ulual conhruc^ 
tion, and common acceprion are con- 
iidered as infuhs, and lead to violence 

r«td«ofin. 9nd breach of the peace, (hall hereafter 
adionable and no plea, exception or 

>a^*S,SS demurrer (hall be fufiained in any court
»f peace act 
siwle
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tivithin this territory to preelude# jiff 
from palfing thereon, who are hfftiy 
declared to be the folc judge# af this 
damage fuftained^ Provided that HOChlfijl 
herein contained (hail be conirocil tm 
deprive the feveral courts of thltterfi** 
tor y from granting new iriali as htri^ 
lofore*

The foregoing is hereby declarei m 
be a law of the Territory & to tskt tf* 
ie6t accordingly from the date thetetf*

DUNK ARDS & QUAKERS,

AN ACT

For the relief of Dunhards quahn mi 
other rdigwus persons mmmtmify 

fcrupulous of bearing Arms*

Faffed Dec* 1, liii*

Whereas it has been reprefented to 
the general Aflembly that thet# mm


