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Inspectors of Gunpowder. 

£hap. xxv.
Pasted June AN ACT to provide for the appointment of Inspectors and.

regulating the manufactory of Gunpowder.
-T.-- -f Sec. 1. Be* enacted by the mate and house of representa- 

§e appointed! fives in general court convened, That his excellency the gov­
ernor by and with the advice of council, be, and he is hereby 
authorized to appoint an inspector of gunpowder for every 
public powder magazine, and at every manufactory of gun­
powder in this state, and at such other places as may by him 
be thought necessary; and his excellency the governor by 
and with the advice of council is hereby further authorized 
and empowered to remove said inspectors or any of them at 
pleasure, and may by new appointments from time to time 
All any vacancy or vacancies which may happen.

Proportion & S&c. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the
quality of m»* . ,
manufacture* ^ay next, all gunpowder which shall he mantuac*
«f(unpowikv. tured within this 3tate, shall be composed of the following 

proportions and quality of materials, that is, every one hun­
dred parts of gunpowder shall be composed of fourteen parts 
of fresh burnt coal, made from wood which forms the least 
ashes, and which has been Carefully and well prepared and 
made into coal, after being stripped of its bark; ten parts of 
pure sulphur, and seventy-six parts of purified nitre.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of each of said inspectors to inspect, examine and prove all 
gun powder which after the first day of July next shall be 
deposited at any public powder magazine, or manufactory 
in this state, before the same shall be removed from the 
manufactory or received into such public powder magazine, 
and if upon inspection and examination it shall appear to the 
.inspector that such gunpowder is tvell manufactured and com­
posed of pure 'materials, and such gunpowder shall be of the 
prooif hereinafter mentioned, the inspector shall mark each 
cask containing gunpowder by him inspected, examined, and 
proved as aforesaid, with the words u New-Hampshire inspec­
ted proof1n and with his Christian and surname, add shall also 
in figures mark upon each cask the quantity of powder con­
tained therein, and the year in which the inspection is made.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That no gunpowder withitf

Duty of in- 
sector*.,



Inspection of Gunpowder. &y5
this state shall be considered to be of proof unless one ounce A. D.1820. 
thereof, placed in the chamber of a four and an half inch Proof of 
howitzer, with the howitzer elevated'so as to forto an angle povir.*0" 

of forty-five degrees with the horizon, will, updnbeing fired, 
throw a twelve pound shot seventy-five yards at the least.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That whenever any of t0
said inspectors shall discover any gunpowder, deposited at p°wdei* 
any public powder magazine, or any other place within this 
state, which is not well manufactured,*or which is composed 
of impure materials, or of any improper proportion of mate­
rials, and which shall not be of the proof herein before men-
i (
tioned, the inspector in such case, shall mark each cask con­
taining such impure, ill manufactured, or deficient gunpow­
der, with the word w Condemnedon both heads of the cask, 
and with the same words on the side thereof, with the Chris­
tian and surname of the inspector on one head of the cask.

Sec. 6. And be it further enactedy That if any person shall p^ntUy foi! 
knowingly sell any condemned gunpowder, or shall fraudu- jSSwf'ijw* 
lently alter or deface any mark or marks, placed by any in- der* 
spector upon any cask or casks containing gunpowder, or 
shall fraudulently put any gunpowder, which shall not have 
been inspected, or which has been condemned, into any cask 
or casks, which shall have been marked by any inspector 
agreeably to the provisions contained^ the third section of 
this act, every such person, so offending, shall forfeit and 
pay not less than two hundred nor more than five hundred 
dollars, for each and every offence, to be recovered in an 
action of debt, in any court of competent jurisdiction, one 
half thereof to the use of the state, the other to the use of 
him or them who shall sue and prosecute for the same.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That each inspector who Inip€#torTg 
may be appointed by virtue of this act, shall, before he acts oalh 
as inspector, be sworn to the faithful and impartial discharge 
of the duties of his,office, and each inspector shall be allo wed 
one cent for each pound of gunpowder, by him examined, 
inspected and proved, whether .the same be by him approved 

. or condemned, to be paid by the owner or owners of the 
gunpowder.

• Sec. 8. And be it further enacted^ That if any manufacturer Sitagautn- 
Mgunpowder shall sell or dispose of, op shall cause or per- JJS°tedp<w‘
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A. D. 1820. he gold or disposed of, op shall export or cause to b* 
exported without the limits of this state, any powder of hi$ 
manufacture, before the same has been inspected and mark*, 
ed agreeably to the provisions of this act, he shall forfeit and. 
pay the sum of fifty cents for every pound of powder so sold, 
disposed of, or exported, to be recovered in the manner pro­
vided in the sixth section of this act.

Suingpow^r ®EC* ^ ** fltptier enacted^ That if any person within
Juremtwiai* state? after the first day of January nett, shall knowingly 

sell, expose, or offer for sale, within this state, any gunpow­
der which is not well manufactured, or which is composed 
of impure materials, and which shall not be of the proof 
herein before required, shall forfeit and pay not less than 
five dollars nor more than fifty dollars for each and every of­
fence, to be recovered in the manner provided in the sixth 
Section of this act.

Approved June 21,1820.

CHAP. XXVI.
Passed June Resolved, That the sum of four hundred dollars be and

1820 9 «

the same hereby is appropriated for the purpose of furnish­
ing each artillery company iu this state, organized according 
to law, with powder and port-fire, and for the ordinary re­
pairs of field pieces, agreeably to the si*th section of a law 
of this state passed July 1, 1820.* Add his excellency the 
governor is hereby authorized to draw on the treasury in fa­
vour of the adjutant general for the above sum, and the ad-, 
jutant general is hereby directed to pay to the captain or 
commanding officer of the different companies of artillery or 
their orders, the sum of twelve dollars each.

Approved June 22, 1810.

CHAP. XXVII.
rawed June RESOLVED, That the Selectmen, or a major part of them 

22, 1820. at |jje charge 0f (he town, parish or place, to which they be­
long, shall transmit and return an Inventory of the polls and

vJ.Tlw net faiwd Jufy 1, 1818.


