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*“In1634. The countrydivided into 8 shires, which
‘“ are to be governed as the shires in England.

“The names of the shires are,

James City Warwick River
Henrico Warrosquyoake
Charles Cuty Charles Rwer
Elizabeth Cuitty Accawmack

“ And Lieuten’ts. to be appointed the same as in
“ England, and in a more especial manner to take eare
¢ of the warr against Indians. And as in England she-
“riff's shall be elected to have the same poweras there,
“ and sergeants, and bai/iffs where need requires.’

¢« Commissioners, instead of £5 causes, may deter-
 mine £10 causes and one of the council to have no-
“ tice to attend and assist in each court of shire,”
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o1 Janvvary, 1639—Sk Francis Wyarr, Gov.

[From a MS.* belonging to Thomas Jeflferson, Pre-
stdent of the United States, which was purchased by
him from the executor of Richard Bland, dec’d.]

ACT I

TOBACCO by reason of excessive quantities made
being soe low that the planters could not subsist by

* This ME. volume is lettered ¢ WritTinags RELATING To VIR-
GINty,"" and contains most of the old charters, instructions to the
governors, &c. At the end of the velnme is an abstract of public
papers, taken from the volis, the number and page of which are re-
terved to; but without regind to chronolozical order. The acts of
1639, appear to be a meve abridzement ; and, from the hand-writing
and orthography, it seems to have been made long posterior to their
date.  This abstract concludes with a list of the governors of Vir-
«inia, down to the year 1722, at which tune, or shortly afterwards,
it was probably compiled. The hand-writing on comparison ap-
pears to be thatof “ R. Hickyuax.” by whom, as ¢ CLERK OF THF
SECRETARY'S OFFICE, several public papers are attested.






