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TITLES OF ACTS,
Chap 658 [No* 1.] An act, m addition to an act entitled an act con/ 

eeriunc divorces and alimony approved October 31st 18*28
(February 4tb 1833.)

Chap 659 [No 2.] An act amendatory and m addition to an act rela­
ting to roads, highways and bridges passed 1st Febmary 1832.

(February 6th 1633 1
Chap 660 [No. *3.] An act more effectually to secure the solvency (tr­

ail the banks in tins territory, and to subject them to the pay­
ment of damages, it they fad, or refuse to pay specie tor their 
notes when demunded. (Febmary 6th 1833.)

Chap 661 [No. 4..] An act, regulating the rate of interest.
(February I2th 1833.)

C iap 602 [No 5] An act to authorize the coanty courts in this Ter­
ritory to appoint inspectors of beef in then respective coun­
ties (February 12th 1>33.)

Chap 663 [No 6] An act concerning estrays (February 12th 1833.)
Chap 664 [No. 7 ] An act, regulating the mode of pioreeding on at­

tachments. (February 17th 1833 i
Chap 665 [No. 8 ] An act regulating appeals in certain cases, not 

hoietofore provided for by law (February 17th 1833 )
Chap 666 lNo 9] An act to provide for appeals, and writs of error 

in ciiminal cases. (Feburary 17th 1833.)
Chap 667 [No. 10. J An act regulating damages on bills of ex­

change. (February 17jh 1833.)
Chap 668 [No II.] An act m addition to an act entitled "an act eon 

eerning wills, letters testamentary, and letters of administra­
tion and the duties of administrators and guaidians. approved 

November 20th 1828. (Febrnarv I7tb 1833 )
Chap 069 [No 12 ] An act, to repeal parts of acts in said aci speci- 

' fied. (February 17th 1833.)
Chap 670 (No. 13 ] An act, to repeal an act to provide for the speedy 

settlement of all the arrears due the territory of Flouda, ap 
proved February 12th 1832, and for other purposes.

(February 17th 1833.)
Chap 671 [No. 14 ] An net concerning patiols.

(February 17th 1833.) _
Chap 672 [No. 15.] An act concerning executions.

(February J7th 1833.)
Chap (g3 [No 16] An net amendatory of the several statutes of this 

territory concerning attachments and executions.
(February 17th 1833.)

Chap 674 [No. 17,] An act supplemental loan act concerning hm 
nations of actions passed November 4lh 1828

(February 17th 1833.)
Chap 675 [No. 18 ] \n act to provide for bolding an election for dfll 

egate to Congres, from this Territory, members of die Legis­
late e Council and certain othei officers.

(Febraaty 17lh 1833.)



ACTS
OF THE

eOVERNOR AND LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF THE

TERRITORY OF FLORIDA.
passed at the Eleventh Session begun and held at the City of 

Tallahassee, on Monday January the seventh 1833, and > 
ended Sunday February the seventeenth 1833.

tf/iiLiiH P. Dotal Governor.
James D WestcottJr Secretary of the Territory.
John P Booth President of the Conned.
Joseph B. LahcasTer, Chief Clerk.

Chap. 638 {.No 1 J AN ACT in uddition to the the act entitled, an art 
concerning divorces and almlony, approved October 31,1828.

, Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative
{See Chap. 24, Council of the Territory of Florida, That in all cases of di- 
^48 49?’ti3 44’ V0TCe> the party against whom the complaint is made- shall 

’ reside out of this Territory, or have removed, or shall after the
cause of complaint have arisen, remove out of this Territory, 
so that ordinary process cannot be served, or if served the par- . 
ty cannot be compelled to appear and answer or plead, it shall 
and may be lawful for the superior court on bill filed, and due 
|>roof that the defendant resides out of the Territory, or hath 
■removed as atoresaid to order a hearing on the facts charged in 
said bill and thereupon to pass a decree in the same manlier ps 

Atant °e‘sB° }f the defendant had appeared and were present in court: Pro-
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«ot repealed.

doty of auditor 
and treasurer.

Quarterly re­
verts to be m* 
ta the gov.

ST8*8 ehap. 641 Chap g70 (No. 33.) AN ACT To repeal an not to provide for thespeedy 
1 tlement of all arrears due the Territory of Florida, approved February-

l3thJ832, and for other purposes.

-Sec. 1. Beit enacted by ‘.be Governor and Legislative coun­
cil of fbe Territory of Florida, That the act entitled an act to 
provide Jbr the speedy settlement of all arrears due the Territory 
of Flpruja, be and the same is hereby repealed.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty ot the 
auditor and treasurer, to preserve the records and proceedings 
of the board of commissioners appointed under the act recited 
in the foregoing section, and to transfer inm the books of the 
treasury all the accounts against individuals, as stated by the 
commissioners. , ,

Sec. 3. Be it farther enacted, That, it shall be the du»y of 
the auditor and treasurer, within sixty days after passage thereof 
jto make out and transmit do the district attorneys, of‘the sever­
al districts, copies of the accounts, and balances ‘due by indi­
viduals, with instructions to demand the same, and commence 
suits therefor, or on bonds securing the same, where, such exist 
in all cases, where the demand of the Territoiy can be recover­
ed, and collected, and that the said auditor and said attorneys, 
snake quarterly reports to the Governor, of the demands put m 
suit, and the progress of said suits.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
district attorney, in each district, either in person, or by his au­
thorised and sworn deputy, to examine the records and files, of 
the several superior and county courts, in their respective dis- 
Iricts, and ascertain, whether any, and what amounts are due 
from anvrmarshal,clerk, sheriff or other officers, to the,territory, 
and ,make detailed reports thereof to the auditor. The'said 
examination and -eport to be made within three months jrqm the 
passage of this act, and that for each examination and report, the 
person making the same shall receive the sum of five .dollars, 
from e/whcouaty.

Poised Feb. 16th l8S3. ^
Approved'Feb. 17th

3J attorney to 
make reports.

fees ehap. S10 Chap. >673. £No. 14.1 AN ACT concerning Patrols,
§88 etc 1
Patrol districts Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Goveror and Legislative Conn- 

mB<iai 'jf d1-6 Territory of Florida, That it shall be the duty of the, 
e»vsr • aeve7aj justices of the peace within this Territory to cause their 

respective districts to be divided into convenient patrol dis­
tricts which division shall not be altered unless by the justices 
or amajority of them in said district and m case the said justr-
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ces of the peace of any district, within this Territory, shall neg­
lect to peiform the duty herein before required by him or them, 
he or they, shall forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars to be re­
covered before any justice of the peace in said district.

Sec. 2. Be it fuither enacted, That it shall be- the duty of 
the several justices of the peace in each county ip this-Territo- a roll to be m’ 
ry to cause to be made out a roll for each patrol district, which ont; persons of 
shall include the names of all free white male inhabitants, above ^eaSa ^5 e*” 
the age of eighteen years, residing within the patrol district; em^ ' 
Provided, that nothing herein contained, shall be construed to 
compel any male inhabitant of any district to perform patrol du­
ty, either in person or by substitute who may have attained the 
age of forty five-years,

dec. 3. Be it further enacted, Thatit shall be the duty of jt wj,ar9 
the justices of the peace of each and every district to prick off fe"p. neglect 
from the roll of each parol district at bis or their discretion any their dmy. 
number of persons who shall peiform the duty hereinafter pre­
served for the term of three, months, and to every such patrol, 
the justice or justices shall appoint some prudent and discreet 
person a» commandei, and in case the justice or justices of 
eat h district in their respective counties shall fail to prick off 
such patrol, he, or they, shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty 
doliais for every such neglect to-be recovered before any 
otheijustice of the peace.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, Thatit shall be the duty of 
every commander of every patuol as often as he may deem it 
expedient to call out the patrol under his command find to take 
up all slaves who may be found without the limits of their own- commanders of 
ers plantation under suspicious circumstances, or at a suspicious "ai/outtheir 
distance therefrom, and to correct all such slaves by a moder- patrol for ap- 
ate whipping, with* a switch or cow$kin commoulv called a cow- piehendmgatc 
hide, not exceeding thirty nine lashes unless the said slave 
shall have a ticket or pass from the owner of said slave, or his 
agent, or overseer or shall have some white person in company- 
authorized to give an account of the business of such slave or 
slaves, or if any white man shall beat or abuse any slave quietly 
and peactbly being on his or her masters plantation or found a- 
nywheie without the same, with a laqful ticket or pass, he shall 
forfeit the sum of twenty dollars, to be recovered by 'he owner, 
and to his use by action of debt, besides being liable to the own­
er in an action of tresspass for damages.

Sec. 5. Be it fiyther enacted, That the said patrols in their 
respective distnc's’are hereby authorized to enter into any dis- Nentsi 
orderly houses, Vessels or boats suspected of harbouring, traf- (.'m-tam places, 
ticking or deahng^mth slaves, whethe. the same be occupied 
by white persons, free negroes, mulattoes, mustizoes or slaves, 
and to apprehend and to correct all slaves found there by whip- 

, ping as herein before directed, and the said patrol are moreo*
, ;ver authorized and it is hereby made their duty to give informa-
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tion to the next justice of the peace witlun their disluct, of all 
sui-h while pirsons, free neoroes, mulattoes or mii'-tizee-. so 
found trafficking or dealing with slaves; and the said justice 
shall upon Mich information is-ue his wan ant loi the app'ehen- 
sion of said ofiender 01 offendeis to be dealt with according to 
law, and the said patrols aie moreover autboiizod to dot mi sik h 
produce or othei so found: Piovidpd, such detention be author­
ized by any three poisons composing said patio!, by any two 
householders ot the vicinage or ny any justire of the peace, un­
til upon enquiry, before a justice ofthe district it shall be proved 
to whom the said propelt> belongs, when it shall be given up 
to the owner or owneis by Older of the said justice 

ebrotnandersof * [Sec. 6.] Be il further mooted, That the commander of cv- 
patrol required erypatrol, shall have the power to k-'tp the men under Ins com- 
to keep thur mand in good order and demeanor, dun ° their term oj service 
patrol id order anjt case any patrol man shall misbehave hirn-elf, or neglect, 
disobedience"^ or disobey thp oidcts of his commandei, he shall he subject to a 

fine of not mote than five doliais, to be imposed by nn> justice 
of the peace in said disluct, and to be paid to the county tieasu- 
rer for county pui poses.

Sec. 7. Be it furthei enacted, That if any commander of a 
patrol detachment, shall act disorderly while on duty, so as to 
defeat the orderly performance, or exeeutmn of the patrol laws, 
agreeable to the tiue intent and meaning thereof, he shall Lie re­
turned by any bf the inembeis of his patiol, or other persons 
competent to give evidence to any justice of the peace in the 
distnet, who shall order the said commander, to be hi ought be­
fore him at a time, and placed therein to he stated for trial, and 
upon sufficient evidence being given, of the chaige, such cap­
tain or comma ider of the patrol, shall bo fined in the sUm of 
ten dollars, to be recovered and applied as aforesaid, to the use 
of the county.

Penalties im­
posed for nn- 
piopiTcoodaol 
in comanders.

all persons be­
tween the age 
ol 18 and 45

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That it shall bo lawful
any person, or persons, herehy declared liable to perform 

re uired to ler Patro^ lo senc* an.v able bodied whitoman, betsveen the age 
furimlutvwhen of eighteen and forty five years, to perform patiol duty for him 
called or em- or them, and it any patrol man shall neglect or refuse, to per- 
plov substitute form the duty requiied of him, by this act, or proc urc a substi- 
Fusing'toobey! ,ute t0 penorm the same, without a legal excuse, he shall for­

feit and pay a fine of twenty doliais for each and evpry detault, 
to be reeoveied as aloresaid, before any just.ee of the peace of 
said distnet, to the use of the county, foi county pui poses : and 
in all cases whete a substiute is piovided, the persou employing 
him, shall bo liable for’his default.

Sec. 9. Beit further eiaetcd, That each captain or com­
mander of the patrol shall make a return upon oath of the pei-

* The w >rds in italic are omitted by mistake of the jEnrolling Cleiks of 
the Council, m the noginal law, and are supplied by reference to the original 
engrossed bill, as ordered to be enrolled.
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tot mince of the rlntio^ of his office, as commander of such pat­
rol to <t justice of the p1 ace of his icspectivp distllc.t, under the 
p,*n»t,' oi t file ot hve d ill irs to bo recovered ns aforesaid, for 
the u-e .»• the county

Sac. 10 Be it fii'thor en vted, That it shall be .lawful for 
any poison or person-., who may lie lawf illy en<rtoed in disper- 
s ng any a il i-vlul a-sem'dy of slaves, fiee nngioes, mulattoes, 
oi muslizoes, to entei into ill such aliens, a, the said peisons 
may be assembled at, and if resisted they may break open doois 
gates oi winnows.

Sec il. Be it further enaeted, That nothmirherein contain­
ed, so ill be so eon-trued, as to deprive the eorpoiate authori­
ties ot any meorpor sted town oi village, of any power hereto- 
hue vested m them, to regulate and order out patrols, withus 
the it mt-> d such eo'poiation.

Sec 12. Be it hirthei enacted, That if any person or per­
sons, -hall commence any action agninst any patrol, or other 
persons foi any trespass hv hun oi them committed, in carrying; 
the provisions of this act into effe< t, and at the trial thereof,shall 
foil to iceover any damages, he she oi they shall be liable, and 
adjiuLe 1 t > pay to the party so supd fieble costs.

Sec. 13- Be it furthei enacted. That m counties where the 
justices distnets have not been laid out and defined aceordingto 
law. it shall be the duty of th-justices of ths. peace or any two 
or marc of them to lay oat and divide said county into conven­
ient patiol districts, and proceed to organize the same, in the 
sa ne manner as heretofoie pi escribed, and in all such justices 
di-tiicta, whoiein but one justice of the peace resides, he shall 
perform the same duties, a- are required by this act.

Sec. 11. Be it furthet enacted, That if there be no justice 
of the peace in any distant, thmi and in tint case, the justice or 
justices of the peace of the nevt adjoining districts in said coun­
ty, shall pelionn the duties heiem lequired of justices of the

commanders of 
patrol required 
m make retard 
to J P uniter 
a penalty $5 
Patrol authori, 
ze I ti enter 
forrihW into 
disoiderly pla­
ces under cer- 
t tin circum­
stances.

J P authoriz­
ed to lay ou 
patrol district*

where there i* 
no J. P-

peace.
Sec. 15 Be it further en teted, That it shall be lawlul for patro] athoriz- 

any patrol°of this Territory, to take from any slave or slaves a- ed to take fire 
ny hie aims, Oi other dangerous weapons, to be delivered by arms, 
said patrol to the ju-tice ol the peace of said distiiet.

Sec. i6. Beitfuithei enact, That any tire arms, or other 
artit les so tiken by the p Urol, shall 1)0 delivered over to the 
nearest justice of the peace; and unless the same be e lied for Disposition to 
within ihnty days by the owner thereof or his agent they may be made cf we 
be sold atauclion on some public day, and at somepublic place, apons.- 
atid the proceeds shill by tmd justice of the peace be paid into 
the county tre isury for county pm posed ; Provided, Ten days 
notice of such sale be given by one oi naore advertisments stuek 
up m som i public place m the district.

.Sec, 17. Beat furthei enacted, That it shall not be lawful 
for any slave, free negro, or mulatto, to keep or retain m his, or
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their house or houses, any fire arms whatsoever, and it is hereby 
made the duty of rhe patrol to search negro houses or other sus- 

daven, free ne- pectec| p)aces, for fire arms, and if any they find, contrary to the 
fattoes forbid- true intent and meaning of this act, may take the same to the 
den to keep nearest justice of the peace, who may proceed therewith as di­
fire arms in rectd jn a preceding section of this act,; and the negro, or ne- 

ei ooa a groes, in whose possession the same may be found, on failing 
to give a plain and satisfactory account of the manner he or they 
catne,possessed of the same may be severally punished, by moder­
ate whipping on tne bare back, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, 

all other lawn Sec. 18. Be it further enact' d, That all laws now inforce 
repealed. Jn Terutory, on the subject of patrols, be and the same are 

hereby repeal'd, and this act shall be m force from and after the 
first day of Mach next.

Passed Jan. 2d. 1833.
Approved Feb. 17. 1833.

cjlaP ^ Chip. 672 (No. 15 ) AN ACT concerning executions.
vxt) 61C J

Writs of fi fa , 
issnable within 
ten days after 
judgment.

Other property 
may be suraen

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative coun­
cil of the Territory of Elorida, That it shall be the duty of the 
clerks ot courts in this teiritory, to issue writs of fieri jacias up­
on all judgments rendeied by the courts of which they are clerks, 
respectively at any time ten days after the adjournment of said 
court, and not before, unless the plaintiff, hts agent or attorney, 
shall make affidavit that th’re is good reason to believe that the 
defendant will remove bis property from this territory, before 
the same can be levied upon in the usual manner, in which case, 
it shall be lawful for the eouit, to older the issuing of the said 
writ of fieri facias immediately after judgment rendered ; and 
all writs of execution shall bear date as of the day on which 
they shall be issued ; and shall be made returnable one hundred 
and twenty days after the date thereof,'or at the next succeeding 
term of the court whence the execution issued, if that be within 
a shorter time, than one hundred and twenty days, and shall be 
directed to all and every the marshals, or sheriffs, as the case 
may be, of the territory of Florida, and shall be of full force 
throughout the territory.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the defendant in execu­
tion, his agent or attorney, shall at all times have it in his pow­
er to release any property which may have been levied on, by 
surrendering othei property, of a value sufficient to satisfy the 
execution.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That no sale under execution, 
shall fake place unless the same shall have been previously ad-




