
An Ad
Palled by the Great and General Court or Aflembly o f His Majefty’s Province of the Magacbufats-Bay in New-England 

Begun and Held at Bcfton upon Wednefday the thirtieth Day ot May 1750. and continued by Prorogations to Thurtday 
the tenth of January following

A nA ft forpreventing and fuppreffing of Riots, Routs,and unlawful Affembiies.
fp F P H E R E A S  the Provifon already made by Law has been found inefficient io prevent Rout:,

Riot Sy and tumultuous AJfemblies, and the evil Conferences thereof :
Wherefore,

IBe ft enatfeb bp tye lieutenant tfetoernour Council anb $ou(e of Bepretenta# 
t t w ,  That from and after the Publication of this Aft, if any Perfons to theNumber of Twelve 
or more, being Arm’d with Clubs or other Weapons, or if any Number of Perfons confining of 
Fifty or upwards,whether armed or not, {ball be unlawfully riotoufly or tumultuoufly afiembled ; 
any Juftice of the Peace, Field-Officer or Captain of theMilitia, Sheriff of the County or Under­
Sheriff, or any Conftable of theTown, (hall among the Rioters, or as near to them as he can fafely 
come, command Silence while Proclamation is making, and ffiall openly make Proclamation in 
thefe or the like Words,

Our Sovereign Lord the K IN G , chargeth andcommandeth all Perfons, being ajfembled, im­
mediately to dijp erfe ihemfelves, and peaceably to depart to their Habitations, or to their lawful 
Bifnefs, upon the Pains contained in the Ab? o f this Province made in the twenty-fourth Tear of 
His Majefty King G E O R G E  rhe Second, fo r preventing undfupprejfing o f Riots, Rout*, a,, un­
lawful Afemblies. G O D J a v e  the K I N  G .

And if fuch Perfons fo unlawfully afiembled,ffiall after Proclamation made, not difperfc them- 
felvcs within one I lnur,it ffiall be lawful for every fuch Officer or Officers and for fwch othcrPcr- 
fons as he or they (hall command to be affifting,tofcize fuchPerfons,and carry them before a Juft ice 
of Peace : And if fuch Perlon (hall be killed or hurt by Reafon of their refifting the Perfons fo 
dilperfing or feizingthem, the faidOfficer orOfficcrs and their Afliftants ffiall be indemnified and 
held guiltlefs. And allPerfons’ who for theSpace of oneHour afterProclamation made as aforesaid, 
or to whomProclamation ought to have beenmade, if the fame had not been hindred, (hall unlaw- 
fully,routoufly,riotoufly and tumultuoufly continue together,or/hall wilfully let or hinder any fuch 
Officer who mall be known, or (hall openly declare himfelf to be fuch, from making thefudPio 
clamation, /hall forfeit all their Lands and Tenements, Goodsand Chattels, to His Majeftv. for 
fuch a Part thereof as (hall be adjudged by the Juft ices before whom fuch Offence ffiall be triedy 
to be applied towards the Support of the Government of this Province, and /hall be whipt thirty- 
nine Stripes on the naked Back at the publkk Whipping-Poft, and fuffer one Year's Imprifon- 
ment, and once every three Months during faid Imprisonment,receive the fameNumber of Stripes 
on the naked Back, at the publickWhipping-Poft, asaforefaid. And if any fuch Perfon or Per­
fons fo riotoufly afiembled, /hall demoliffi or pull down, or begin to demolish or pull down any 
Dwelling-Houfe or other Houfe parcel thereof, any Houfc built for publick Ufes, any Barn, Mill, 
Malt-Houfe, Storc-Houfe, Shop or Ship, he or they ffiall fuffer the fame Pains and Penalties, as 
are before provided in this Aft.

3n& be ft further enacted, That thisAft /hall be read at every GeneralSeffions ofthe Peace, 
and at the anniverfary Meeting of each Town, within this Province annually ; and noPerfon/hail 
be profecuted for any Offence contrary to this Aft, unlcfs Profccution be commenced within 
twelve Months after the Offence committed. Provided always, That where there /hall appear 
anyCircumftanccs to mitigate or alleviate any of theOffenccs againft this A d  in the Judgment of 
the Court before which fuch Offence /hall he tried, it ffiall and may be lawful for the Judges of 
fuch Court to abate the whole of the Puniihment of Whipping, or fuch Part thereof as thev ffiall 
judge proper : Any T hing in this A d  to the contrary notwithftanding.

This A d to continue and be in Force for the Space of threeYears from the Publication thereof 
and no longer.

[ This d e l t a s  Publijhed February 14. 1750. ]
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