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An A¢

affed is Majefty” i -Bay in New-England
the Great and General Court o Aflembly of His Majefty’s Province of the Maffackufeiss-Bay in g

P bzand Held at Boftor upon Wednefday the thirtieth Day otyMay 1750. and continued by Prorogations to Thurtday
the tenth of Fanuary following

—— e —

AnAé& for preventing and fuppreflingof Riots, Routs,and unlawful Affemblies.

HEREAS the Provifion already made by Law has been found infufficient to prevent Rou::,
Riots, and tumultuous Affemblies, and the evil Confequences thereof :
» the Bt G @ouncil and Poufe of Beprefent

e q by the ieutenant ernour Council a oufe of Reprefenta:
tl'h?ﬁ,l'}l?a‘taﬁ-u:r?l axll,d Eftcr the Publication of this A&, if any Perfons to theNumber of Twelve
or more, being Arm'd with Clubs or other Weapons, or ifany Number of Perfons confifting of
Fifty or upwards,whether armed or not, fhall be unlawfully fiotouﬂy or tumultuouflyaffembled ;
any Juftice of the Peace, Field-Officer or Captain of theMilitia, Sheriff of the County or Under-
Sheniff, or any Conftable of theTown, fhall among the Rioters,or as near to them as he can fafely
come, command Silence while Proclamation is making, and fhall openly make Proclamation in

thefc or the like Words, |

Our Swvereign Lord the KING, chargeth and commandeth all Perfons, being affenbled, im-
mediately to difperfe themfelves, and peaceably to depart to their Habitations, or to their Ia'uful_
Bufinefs, upon the Pains contained in the A& of this Province made in the twenty-fourth Year of
His Majefly King GEORGE rb¢ Second, for prevenring und fupprefing of Riots, Rouisy i wn-
lawful Affesnblies. GOD jave the Kinc.

And if fuch Perfons fo unlawfully affembled, fhall aftcr Proclamation made, not difperfc them-
felves within one Hour,it fhall be lawful for every fuch Ofhicer or Officers and for fuch otherPer-
fons as he or they fhall command to be aflifting,tofcize fuchPerfons,and carry them before aJuflice
of Peace :  And if fuch Perfon fhall be killed or hurt by Reafon of their refifting the Perfons fo
difperfing or feizing them, the faidOfhicer orOfficers and their Affiftants fhall be indemnified and
held guiltlefs.  And allPerfons who for theSpace of oneHour afterProclamation made as aforciaid,
or to whomProclamation ought to have beermade, if the fame had not been hindred, fhall unlaw -
fully,routoufly,riotoufly and tumultuoufly continue together;or fhall wilfully let or hinder any fuch
Ofhcer who fhall be known, or fhall openly declare himfelf to be fuch, from making thefidPro -
clamation, fhall forfeit all their Lands and Tenements, Goods and Chattels, to His Majefty_ for
fuch a Part thereof as fhall be adjudged by the Juftices before whom fuch Offence (hall be tricd
to be applicd towards the Support of the Government of this Province, and fhall be whipt thirty-
nine Stripes on the naked Back at the publick Whipping-Poft, and fuffer one Year’s Imprifon-
ment, and once cvery threeMonths during :aid Imprifonment,receive the fameNumber of Stripes
on the naked Back, at the publickWhipping-Poft, asaforcfaid. And if any fuch Perfon or Per-
fons fo riotoufly affembled, thall demolith or pull down, or begin to demolith or pull down any
Dwelling-Houfe or othcr Houfe parcel thereof, any Houfe built for publick Ufes, any Barn, Mill,
Malt-Houfe, Store-Houfe, Shop er Ship, hcor they fhall fuffer the fame Pains and Penalties, as
are before provided in this Aét.

And be it further enacted, That thisAct fhall be read ateveryGeneralSeflions ofthe Peace,
and at the anniverfary Mecting of cach Town, within this Province annually ; and noPerfon fhail
be profecuted for any Offence contrary to this A&, unlefs Profecution be commenced within
twelve Months after the Offence committed.  Provided akicays, That where there fhall appear
any Circumftances to mitigate or alleviate any of theOffences againft this A& in the Judgment of
the Court before which fuch Offence fhall be tried, it thall and may be lawful for the Judges of
{uch Court to abate the whole of the Punithment of Whipping, or fuch Part thereot as they (hall
judge proper : Any Thing in this A& to the contrary notwithftanding.

This A& to continue and be in Force for the Space of threeYears from th:c Publicztion thesco!,
and no longer. '
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