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- fame offenders come not as afore is faid, and the proclamation made and returned, they fhall be convi& and atw
tainted of the riot, aflembly, or routaforefaid : And moreover the Juftices of Peace in every county or corparation
where fuch riot, affembly, or rout of people fhall be made, in cafe the famebe made in their prefence, or if none b;
prefent, then the juftices having notice thereof, together with the theriff, under fheriff, or ferjeant, of the fame

' _county or corporation, thall do execution of this act,_every oneupon pain-of twenty pounds, to be paid to the
Commonwealth, as often as they thall be found in default of the execution of the faid a&t ; and on tuch default of

_ the juftices and theriff, under theriffy orferjeant, a commiffionthall go from the Genéral Court at the inftance
of the party grieved, toenquire as well of the truth of the cafe, and of the original matter for the party complai[{_
ant, as of the default or defaults of the faid juftices, theriff; under fheriff, or ferj’eant, in this behalt {uppofed, to be
dire&ted to fufficient and indifferent perfons at the nomination of the Judges; and thefaid commitfioners éreknt}y

" 1hall return into the” General Court the inqucits'and matters before them in this behalf taken and found: But no

. perfons convicted of a riot, rout, and unlawful affembly, fhall be imprifoned for fush offence by ‘@ longer fpae of
time than one year. - Perfons legally convicted of a riot, rout, or unlawful aflembly, otherwife than in the inner.
directed by this aét, thall be punithed by imprifonmént and amercement, at the  difcretion of a jury, underythe

+ like limitation. ’

o ‘CHAP. XLIX.

An ACT forbidding and punifbing AFFRAYS.

"’BE it enacted by the General Ajzmdly, That no man, great nor finall, of what condition fover he be, except
-2 the Minifters of Juftice in executing the precepts of the contts of juftice, or in_exccuting of their_osfice, and
fuch as be in thejrcompany affifting them, be fo hardy to come before the juftices of any court, or either of their
Minifters of Ju{lfjce, doing their office, with force and arms, on.pain, to forfeit théir armour to-the Commonwealth,
and their bodies to prifon, at the-pleafure of a court; nor go nor ride armed by night nor by day, in fairs or markets,
or in other places, in ter%of the county, upon pain of being arrefted and committed to prifon by any Juitice onhis
own view, or proof by othels, there to abide for {o long a time as a jury, to be {worn for that purpofe_by the faid
—Juftice, fhall-direct; and i like manner to forfeit-his-armour fo the Commonwealtli; But ho perfon fhall be impri-
foned for fuch offegce by a longer fpace of time than one month. ) 1

" - . CHAP. L. S

A ACT againf. CONSPIRAT OR S.

:B:ﬁ:;t declared ard-enacted by the General Afimbly, That confpirators be they that do, confederate and bind

~=12-themfelves by oath, covenart, or other alliance, that every of them fhallaidand bear the other falfely and ma-

~licioufly, ta moye or caufe to be moved any enticement or information-againft, another on the part of the Common-
wealthyand thofe-who-are convicted thereof at the-fuit of the Commonwezlth; fhall “be punizhed by imprifonment

—and-amercementy-at-the difcretion-of-a-jurys——— e ;

1

i . CHAP LI — o R
An ACT agamft conveying or taking PRETENSED. TITLES.

BE it enacted by the General Affembly, fl?hat no perfon fhall convey or take, or bargain to convey or take, any
pretenfed title to any lands or tenem‘eht’s, unlefs the perfon conveying or bargaining to conve,, or-thofe under
whom he claims fhall have been in poffeflion of the fame, or of the reverfion or-remainder thereof one whole year next
before ; and he who offendeth herein knowingly, thall forfeit the whole value of the lands of tenements;” the ong
moiety to the Commonwealth, and the other to him who will fue as well for himfelf as for the Commonwealth : - But

_any_perfon lawfully pofiefled of lands or tenements, -or-of-the-reverfion —or remainder thereaf; may nevertnelefs take
or bargain to taketne pretenfed title of any other perfon, fo far and fo far only as it may confirm his former eftate. -

CHAP. LI
An ACT to punifp . BRIBERY and EXTORTION,

BE it enacted by the General Affembly, That no Treafurer, Keeper of any Public Seal, Councillor of State,
Counfel for the Commonwealth, Judge, or Attornicsatlaw, practifingeitherin the General Court, High Court
- of Chancery, Court of Appeals, Court of Admiralty, or Inferior Courts, Clerk of the Peace, Sheriff, Coroner,
Efcheator, nor any officer of the Commonwealth, fhall, in time to come, take, in any form, any manner of
gift, brokage, or reward for doing his ofice, other than is, or'{hall be allowed by fome act of General Aflembly,
pafled after the inftitution of the Commonwealth, that is to fav, after the fiftcenth day of May, in the year of our
Lord, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy fix ; and he that doth, {hall pay unto the party grieved, the treble value
of that he hathreceived, fhall be amerced and imprifonedatthe difcretionof a jury, and thallbe difcharged from his office
forcver; and he who will fue in the faid ygatter, fhall have fuit, as well for the Commonwealth 25 for himfclf, and the
third part of the amercement. . ‘
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