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1 Defining Violence 
 

• Newton Garver, What Violence Is, The Nation, June 24, 1968, at 819-22 
• Robert Paul Wolf, On Violence, 66 J. Philos. 601-16 (1969) 
• C.A.J. Coady, The Idea of Violence, J. App. Philos. 3-19 (1986) 
• RANDOLPH ROTH, AMERICAN HOMICIDE 1-26, 469-74 (2009) 

 
2 Law’s Relationship with Violence 
 

• HANNAH ARENDT, ON VIOLENCE 35-56, 59-66 (1970) 
• Robert Cover, Violence and the Word, 97 Yale L.J. 1601-29 (1986) 
• STEVEN PINKER, BETTER ANGELS OF OUR NATURE: WHY VIOLENCE HAS DECLINED 31-58 

(2011) 
• ROBERT NOZICK, ANARCHY, STATE, AND UTOPIA 10-25 (1974) 

 
3 How the Law Defines and Punishes Violence  
 

• Cecelia Klingele, Labeling Violence, 103 Marq. L. Rev. 847 (2020) 
• Mary Anne Franks, Real Men Advance, Real Women Retreat: Stand Your Ground, Battered Women’s 

Syndrome, and Violence as Male Privilege, 68 U. Miami L. Rev. 1099 (2014) 
• Catharine A. MacKinnon, Rape Redefined, 10 Harv. L. & Pol’y Rev. 431-77 (2016) 
• MARIE GOTTSCHALK, CAUGHT: THE PRISON STATE AND THE LOCKDOWN OF AMERICAN 

POLITICS 196-230 (2015) 
 
 
4 Means of Violence: Words & Guns 
 

• JAMES CROSSWHITE, DEEP RHETORIC: PHILOSOPHY, REASON, VIOLENCE, JUSTICE, WISDOM 
(2013) 

• Paul Ricoer, Violence and Language, in POLITICAL AND SOCIAL ESSAYS, 88-101 (1974) 
• FRANKLIN E. ZIMRING & GORDON HAWKINS, CRIME IS NOT THE PROBLEM: LETHAL 

VIOLENCE IN AMERICA 3-72 (1997)  
 
5 Police Violence 
  

• Alice Ristroph, The Constitution of Police Violence, 64 UCLA L. Rev. 1182-1245 (2017) 
• PAUL BUTLER, CHOKEHOLD: POLICING BLACK MEN, 17-115 (2017) 
• Jennifer Carlson,  Revisiting the Weberian Presumption: Gun Militarism, Gun Populism, and the Racial 

Politics of Legitimate Violence in Policing, 125(3) Am. J. Soc. 633-682 (November 2019) 
• MATTHEW HORACE, THE BLACK AND THE BLUE xi-xvi, 143-81 (2018) 



 
6 Violence and Political Change  
 

• Martin Luther King, Jr., Pilgrimage to Nonviolence, in The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Volume V: Threshold of a New Decade, January 1959-December 1960 (2005) 

• CHARLES E. COBB, THIS NONVIOLENT STUFF’LL GET YOU KILLED : HOW GUNS MADE THE 
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT POSSIBLE 121-46, 183-90 (2014) 

• Gerald Runkle, Is Violence Always Wrong?, 38 J. Politics 367-89 (1976) 
• Jason Brennan, When May We Kill Government Agents? In Defense of Moral Parity, 32 Social Phil. 

& Pol’y 40 (2016) 
 

 
7 Domestic Violence 
 

• Elizabeth M. Schneider, Domestic Violence Law Reform in the Twenty-First Century: Looking Back 
and Looking Forward, 42 Family L.Q. 353-63 (2008) 

• Kimberly Bailey, Lost in Translation: Domestic Violence, “The Personal is Political,” and the Criminal 
Justice System, 100 J. Criminal Law & Criminology 1255-1300 (2010) 

• RACHEL LOUISE SNYDER, NO VISIBLE BRUISES 35-77 (2019) 
• Judith Levine & Erica R. Meiners, Violence Cannot Remedy Violence, Boston Rev. (Aug. 21, 

2020) 
 
 
 


